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Auctions  by 

Bowers  and  Merena 


Simply  the  Best! 


When  the  time  comes  to  sell,  you  deserve  the 
best — Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena. 
Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several 
thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars, 
we  can  realize  the  highest  possible  market 
price!  Your  coins  will  be  showcased  to  our 
worldwide  mailing  list  in  our  Grand  Format 
catalogue,  prepared  under  the  personal 
supervison  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  push  the  buttons  (on  your 
telephone) — we  will  do  the  rest. 

An  Unsurpassed  Record 
of  Auction  Success!  fig 

AUCTION  RECORDS:  E 

It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  of  the 
three  largest  collections  of 
United  States  coins  ever  sold  at 
auction,  all  three  were  handled  by  Bowers 
and  Merena.  Of  the  top  ten  world’s  auction 
prices  for  a  United  States  coin,  we  hold  six 
(our  nearest  competitors  hold  two,  one,  and 
one  respectively) .  ^ 

FINANCIAL  INTEGRITY:  Our 

financial  integrity,  performance,  and 
ethical  manner  of  doing  business  is 
unsurpassed  by  any  other  firm. 


1 787  Brasher  Doubloon 


AWARDS:  While  we  are  never 
content  to  rest  on  our  laurels,  it 
is  worthy  of  mention  that 
Bowers  and  Merena  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  awards  from 
the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild,  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  and 
the  American  Numismatic 
Association  for  its  catalogues  and  publica¬ 
tions  than  have  all  our  auction  competitors 
combined. 

While  many  firms  try  to  be  like  Bowers  and 
Merena  (and  we  wish  them  well),  what  we 
say  here  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  is 
proven  fact.  When  you  deal  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  deal  with  a  firm  with 
an  unequaled  record  of  success.  Let  our 
success  be  your  success  when  it  comes  to 
auctioning  your  coins.  When  you  select 
Bowers  and  Merena  you  are  assured  of  get¬ 
ting  the  finest  quality  presenta¬ 
tion,  the  finest  net  bot¬ 
tom  line  financial  re- 
r;.0'//ic  subs.  and  the  finest 
personal  attention  to 
rC*  your  individual  needs. 
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Call  Dave  bowers  or  Dr.  Rick  Bagg  Todays 

TOLL-FREE  1-800-458-4646  •  IN  Nfi  569-5095  •  Fax  603-569-5319 


Mve’s  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  Number  106.  Pictured  on  the 
cover  from  left  to  right  are  Chris  Karstedt,  Gail  Watson,  and  Mark 
Borckardt  ol  our  Direct  Sales  Department.  They  make  up  our 
friendly  sales  team  (captained  by  me)  and  are  here  to  help  you 
complete  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  coin  collec¬ 
tion.  They  would  like  to  get  to  know  you  and  look 
forward  to  your  call. 

Included  in  the  pages  to  follow  are  new 
purchases  made  by  Mark  Borckardt  on  two  cross¬ 
country  buying  trips,  by  Ray  Merena  on  one  trip 
around  the  U.S.A.,  and  by  all  of  us  here  at  “Action 
Central”  in  our  Wolfeboro,  NH,  headquarters. 
These  activities — seemingly  frenetic  at  times — add 
up  to  a  lot  of  really  nice  coins  for  your  selection. 

This  issue  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  a 
number  of  new  clients  as  well  as  our  traditional 
buyers.  Thus,  by  way  of  introduction  let  me  say 
that  if  there  is  a  secret  to  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
success  story,  it  is  delivering  coins  of  excellent 
quality,  while  charging  a  reasonable  price  and  providing  what  we 
consider  to  be  the  best  service  in  the  hobby.  The  special  word  here, 
of  course,  is  quality.  That’s  what  keeps  our  clients  coming  back  again 
and  again.  Without  doubt  there  will  be  some  clients  ordering  from 
this  issue  who  have  been  with  us  since  we  began  our  business  in  the 
1 950s.  We  do  not  claim  to  be  the  cheapest'i n  the  business,  but  we  do 
claim  to  be  among  the  very  best.  When  we  buy  coins  for  our  own 
stock,  we  are  not  bottom-feeders.  We  are  always  willing  to  pay  the 
going  price  for  quality. 


Key  coins  abound  in  the  pages  to  follow. 
Would  you  like  to  have  a  nice  1856  Hying  hagle 
cent?  Or  a  famous  1 909-S  V.D.B.  cent?  Or  a  gem 
1854  or  1855  silver  three-cent  piece?  Or  one  of 
the  hard-to-find  mintmarks  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series?  You  will  find  these  and  more!  Most  coins 
are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock,  and  the  first  orders 
get  them.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  wholesale  or 
other  source  to  which  we  can  turn  if  we  sell  out  of 
an  issue.  Rather,  our  business  is  just  the  opposite 
of  most.  Selling  is  easy.  Replenishing  our  inven¬ 
tory  in  the  quality  we  want  is  hard. 

Ordering  is  easy:  Just  call  Gail  Watson,  Beth  Piper,  or  Chris  Karstedt, 
who  take  care  of  our  Direct  Sales  Department  and  are  in  the  office  next  to 
me.  They  will  reserve  any  pieces  you  like,  will  answer  any  questions  you 
may  have,  and  will  assist  in  any  other  way  possible.  And,  if  you  would 
like  to  talk  with  me,  just  ask  them  to  switch  you  to  my  extension.  If  your 
credit  is  established,  we  ll  gladly  send  any  coin  on  approval. 

Each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  be  in  the  technical  or  numerical  grade 
you  want,  to  have  the  aesthetic  appeal  and  quality  you  want  (often  this 
is  just  as  important  as  the  technical  grade),  and  priced  to  be  a  good 
value.  If  you  are  not  100%  delighted  with  any  coin,  just  send  it  back 
within  30  days  (seven  days  for  certified  coins)  of  receipt  and  a  refund 
is  yours.  No  explanation  necessary.  We  are  not  happy  until  you  are! 

Be  sure  to  check  our  offering  of  interesting  coin  books  for  sale. 
Curling  up  with  a  good  numismatic  book  is  an  ideal  way  to  pass  a  few 
hours  on  the  beach,  in  the  woods,  or  in  the  mountains  this  summer. 
If  you  don’t  have  any  particular  titles  in  mind,  try  one  or  two  of  our 
popular  “Companion”  series  for  starters. 

Have  a  nice  summer.  Thank  you  for  all  of  your  business  (recent 
times  have  been  busier  than  ever  for  us)  and,  especially,  for  your 
enthusiasm  and  friendship.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
all  look  forward  to  your  telephone  call  or  letter,  and  the  opportunity 
to  send  some  really  nice  coins  and  books  to  you. 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 
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Subscribe  Today ! 


A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  The  Coin 
Collector,  plus  five  Grand  Format™  coin  auction  catalogues  produced  by 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and  special 
offers  and  mailings.  A  value  of  over  $200  il  purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $79.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) . $135.00 

Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) . $185.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call  1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

As  we  go  to  press:  We  have  just  added  many 
nice  colonial  and  related  pieces  to  our  inventory. 
Highlights  include  state  coinages  of  Vermont  and 
Connecticut.  The  best  way  to  see  if  a  particular 
colonial  coin  is  just  right  for  you  is  to  view  it  at 
your  leisure  in  your  home  or  office.  Any  item  listed 
can  be  sent  to  you  on  approval  lor  your  inspection 
if  you  are  a  regular  client  or  have  established  credit. 
If  you  are  considering  buying  one  Connecticut  cop¬ 
per  (for  example),  why  not  ask  to  view  three  or  four, 
and  then  take  your  pick? 

Basic  information:  Colonial  coins,  including  state 
coins  and  pieces  honoring  George  Washington,  are 
among  the  most  fascinating  series  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatics.  There  are  many  different  die  varieties, 
each  with  different  characteristics.  Further,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  planchet  stock,  striking,  and  wear  com¬ 
bine  to  give  each  coin  a  personality.  And,  each  series 
has  a  good  measure  of  exciting  American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M 
numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of 
1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M” 
numbers,  but  from  a  different  author,  not  Miller), 
W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington 
pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  colonial 
coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from  which  you  may 
choose  any  number  of  additional  references.  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  (“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended 
for  the  advanced  numismatist. 

Attractive  N-ll  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe  I  I.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine 
Iree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50.  69.74 
grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and  quite 


handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected  ar¬ 
eas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking  pres¬ 
sure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early 
American  coins . 5,925.00 

(1688)  Breen-78,  N-4E.  American  Plantations 
token.  MS-60.  A.k.a.  Plantation  “halfpenny.” 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the 
obverse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present 
on  this  specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the 
composition  (tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with 
heavy  corrosion.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception  to 
the  rule! . 1,995.00 

The  denomination  on  the  coin  is  expressed  as  1  /24th 
real.  In  the  Spanish  system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar, 
and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaled  25  cents  (the  term  “two 
bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has  this  origin).  1  /24th 
part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents,  or  about  a 
halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denominations 
cannot  be  converted  evenly). 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  S.  Seven  harp 
strings.  MS-63  RB.  1  19.3  grains.  90%  (or 
more)  red,  with  some  attractive  rose  and  violet 
toning  highlights . 650.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Without  period  after 
GEORGIVS.  AU-55 . 295.00 


Rare  Carolina  Elephant  Token 
O  over  E  variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled  as 
PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  Elephant 
well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  letter¬ 
ing  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  de¬ 
fined.  A  classic  early  rarity.  . 4,495.00 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been  made 
in  the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  recorded.  The 
intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  circulate  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settlements  there.  Most 
examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1722/1  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  VF-35.  480.00 

Very  late  state  of  the  dies;  obverse  bulged;  reverse  with 


massive  break  at  N  of  FRANCOISES.  Obtained  from  an 
old-time  New  England  collection,  whose  owner  noted  it  was 
the  “finest  seen”  of  the  issue. 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No 
Counterstamp.  AU-50.  191.5  grains.  Consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  without  RF  counterstamp  than 
with  it.  Indeed,  Walter  Breen  speculated  that 
over  98%  of  this  mintage  (1.6  million  pieces) 
was  counterstamped!  Mahogany  and  tan  sur¬ 
faces . 995.00 

1786  Ryder  7.  Vermont.  Landscape  type.  F-15. 
VERMONTENSIUM  spelling . 695.00 

1786  R-8.  Vermont.  Landscape  type.  Fine  to 
VF.  VERMONTENSIUM  spelling.  Light 
brown  surfaces.  Above  average  quality 
planchet.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  type 
and  variety.  .  1,295.00 

1786  R- 11.  Rarity-4+.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-15.  On  a  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive . 1,495.00 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to 
have  been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  of  Machins  Mills), 
and  thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  varieties  of  in¬ 
digenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this  case,  of 
King  George  11,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth  light  brown 
surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse, 
and  some  minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse,  but 
overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of  this  issue. 

1 788  R- 1 6.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  F- 1 5  with 
some  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  Smooth,  attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  mint-caused 
planchet  clip . 195.00 

Struck  at  Machin  s  Mills  (at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond 
near  Newburgh,  NY),  which  at  the  time  had  a  partnership 
arrangement  with  Vermont  coiner  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr. 

1786  Miller  5.4-G.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  affect¬ 
ing  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse  and 
INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 375.00 

1786  M5.4-0. 1.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-15.  Planchet  flaws  on  obverse.  ...95.00 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 

Horned  Bust,  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795.00 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned 
Bust.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark  brown  surfaces 
converge  on  olive  and  mahogany  in  areas.  Some 
natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as  made.  Sharp 
and  attractive  for  the  grade . 495.00 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn"  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 
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1787  M4-L  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  F-12. 

Medium  brown . 145.00 

1 787  M 14-H.  R-4.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

F- 1 2.  Pheons  at  date . 1 59.00 

1787  M17-g.3.  R-4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown . 375.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-35 . 475.00 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

EF-40 . 475.00 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F- 15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 
defect  on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked 
in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if  de¬ 
sired.)  . 165.00 

At  one  time,  when  coins  were  kept  in  cabinets,  it  was  com¬ 
mon  practice  for  specialists  (Dr.  Thomas  Hall  being  but  one 
example)  to  ink  identification  numbers  in  the  field  so  that  the 
coins  could  be  handled  and  examined  without  being  mixed  up. 

1787  M31.2-r.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VG-8 . 89.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  with  solvent  if  desired). 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275.00 

1787  M33.5-T.2.  R-5.  Connecticut.  “Skeleton 

Hand”  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF-25 . 425.00 

1787  M33.6-KK.  R-4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  F-12.  Medium  brown . 135.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired) 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 
up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety). 
Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb 
piece  overall . 325.00 

The  arm  and  hand  of  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 
etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces. 375. 00 
1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F- 15.  Very  faint  porosity.  . 155.00 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 355-00 

1787  M33.39-S.  1 .  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 975.00 

1 787  M33.39-S.  1 .  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium 

brown.  Attractive . 145.00 

1787  M34-FF.  1.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small 
planchet  streak  on  obverse.  Attractive. ..  325.00 
1787  M36-L.  1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 135.00 

1787  M37.3-i.  R-3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  345.00 
1 787  M43. 1  -Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 
20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 1 75.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen.  175.00 

1788  M2-D.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 


Right.  VG-8 . 95.00 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired). 

1788  M2-D.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  VG- 

8 . 65.00 

1 788  M9-E.  R-5+.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

F-12 . 165.00 

1788  Ml  1-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 195.00 

1788  M16.1-H  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left, 
a  somewhat  anachronistic  motif  by  1788.  EF- 
40 .  395.00 

From  our  sale  ol  the  Frederick  Taylor  Collection,  March 
1987,  Lot  2726  (Xerox  of  catalogue  description  free  on  re¬ 
quest);  earlier  from  Stacks  sale  of  January  1969,  Lot  65. 

1788  Ml6.3-n.  R-2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  EF-45 . 995.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Reverse  with 
figure  facing  left.  VF-35 . 795.00 

1786  Maris  17-K.  R-4.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  .275.00 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275.00 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195.00 

1787  M46-E.  New  Jersey.  F-12 . 135.00 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 

shield .  149.00 

1787  M48g.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Light  brown. 
Outline  to  shield . 390.00 

Superb  1787  R-2-A  Mass.  l/2tf 
Glossy  Brown 

1787  Ryder  2-A.  R-3.  Massachusetts  half  cent. 
AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  showing  minute  details  of  die  characteris¬ 
tics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,750.00 

1787  R  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF  ..465.00 
1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-EF.  Medium 
brown  planchet.  From  an  old-time  New  En¬ 
gland  colonial  collection . 780.00 

General  style  with  period  after  MASSACHLISETTS. 

1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-30.  Rich 

glossy  brown . 329.00 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 
coppers . 895.00 

1789  Breen- 1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,275.00 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firms  1789 
founding. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive 

piece . 1 ,275.00 

Undated  (c.  1795)  Kentucky  token.  Plain  Edge. 

EF-40 . 225.00 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen . 1 ,295.00 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  m  rchants  in  the  southern 
part  of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  1  hese  to¬ 
kens,  denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham, 
England  and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America. 
As  it  turned  out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to 
make  half  cents. 


1795  Breen- 1035.  Talbot,  Allum  6c  Lee  cent.  MS- 

63.  I  hick  planchet.  156.9  grains . 495.00 

1783  Washington.  Small  Military  Bust.  VF- 

25 . 135.00 

1783  Washington.  Large  Military  Bust.  FA  - 

45 . 340.00 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU- 
50.  PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die 
state;  no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 875.00 

1 795  Breen- 1 260,  B-3 1 .  Washington.  Liberty  and  Se¬ 
curity  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABIE  IN  LONDON 

LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL  edge .  250.00 

1795  B-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640.00 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St. 

1787  Fugio  Newman  15-Y.  R-4.  EF-40.  Glossy 
medium  brown  surfaces . 795.00 


Hall  (puls 


As  we  go  to  press:  Our  offering  of  half  cents  is 
very  extensive.  The  AU-58  1 793  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  we  have  ever  had;  it  will  be  a  centerpiece 
in  the  most  advanced  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  check  out  the  beau¬ 
tiful  EF-40  we  also  describe.  1794  half  cents  are 
hard  to  find;  we  offer  two  nice  ones.  Among  later 
half  cents  there  are  many  interesting  possibilities 
including  quite  a  few  Braided  Hair  issues  of  the 
1850s  in  high  grades. 

Basic  information:  Half  cents  were  minted  in¬ 
termittently  from  1793-1857,  and  are  classified  by 
“B”  and  “C  numbers,  from  these  reference  books: 
Waiter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents 
1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style 
of  1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations 
of  1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right; 
1809-1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided 
Hair  (also  called  Coronet)  type. 


Notable  1793  Half  Cent 
1793  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  EF-40.  Glossy  light 
brown  fields.  A  very  attractive,  very  appealing 
specimen  of  this  early  issue.  Certain  to  be  a  prize 
in  any  advanced  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion . 9,950.00 


Requiem  for 
New  Orleans  Coinage 

Coinage  operations  were  suspended  at 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  on  April  1,  1909, 
and  the  work  force  was  reduced  sharply. 
During  the  next  year  the  facility  was  used  as 
an  assay  office  and  as  a  storage  facility. 
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1793  B-2,  C-2.  VG-8  (AN ACS  Cache).  Light 
brown  surfaces.  Especially  well  struck,  with 
HALF  CENT  on  the  reverse  very  bold.  An 
ideal  specimen  for  a  specialized  collection  or 
type  set .  2,495.00 

Fantastic  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-3>  C-3.  R-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A  su¬ 
perbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  detail 
in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  F1ALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  Not  one  in  10  1793  half 
cents  at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice!  1 9,800.00 

1793  B-3,  C-3.  R-3.  Fair-2  (PCGS).  Readily  identifi¬ 

able  as  to  type,  from  the  outline  of  the  head  (style 
used  only  in  this  year).  Part  of  the  date  seen  in 
shadow  form.  Reverse  finer,  would  grade  AG-3 
on  its  own.  Light  brown  planchet . 625.00 

1793  is  the  only  year  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  behind  her  head.  The  designer  is  believed  to  have 
been  Adam  Eckfeldt.  Issued  later  in  the  1793  year,  at  about 
the  time  the  1793  Liberty  Cap  cents  made  their  appearance. 

1794  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  me¬ 

dium  brown  surfaces.  As  a  date  1794  is  much 
harder  to  find  in  higher  grades  than  1795.  This 
is  a  beauty! . 1 ,650.00 


1794  B-9,  C-9.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Liberty  Cap  type,  high  relief,  as  this  year 
only.  An  excellent  choice  for  a  type  set.  2,495.00 
1800  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  medium  brown 
surfaces . 495.00 

The  1 800  represents  the  first  appearance  in  the  half  cent 
series  of  Gilbert  Stuart  s  Draped  Bust  (first  used  in  1795  on 
the  silver  dollar  denomination).  In  general,  adoption  of  types 
in  the  half  cent  series  lagged  appearances  elsewhere. 

1 804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 


lustrous  brown  surfaces . 725.00 

1 804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40 . 3 1 5.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5.  Die 
State  5,  with  rim  break  over  RTY . 39.00 


1805  B-l,  C-l.  F-12.  Double  struck.  Partial 


brockage . 1,250.00 

Some  reverse  leaf  details  are  visible  in  the  obverse  held 
before  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  nice  display  item.  J.P.  Mar¬ 
tin  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication 
Bureau  (ANAAB)  commented  in  a  note:  “The  previous  coin 
struck  stuck  in  the  obverse  die.  This  planchet  was  then  struck 
off-center  producing  a  reverse  brockage  that  shows  on  the 
right  obverse  field.  The  reverse  was  struck  off  center  which 
shows  above  F  AM.  Then  the  coin  was  struck  again  in  the 
normal  position." 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  bluish  gray  highlights.  Still  quite  lustrous, 
despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State 

III . 519.00 

1809  B-4,  C-3.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 625.00 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  AU-50 . 275.00 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20.  Light  brown.  Classic  rare 

date . 1 ,195.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  385.00 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 125.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 325.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  some 

tinges  of  mint  red . 325.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  195.00 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 .  135.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  149.00 

1834  B-l, C-l. AU-50 . 115.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice 

mixture  of  fiery  mint  red  with  lustrous 
brown .  1,495.00 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mint 

color . 2,395.00 

1 835  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-50.  Lustrous  brown. ...  1 1 5.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55 . 149.00 

1835  B-2.  C-2.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1837  Low-49.  Half  cent  token.  EF-45 . 169.00 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 149.00 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  R-3.  EF-40 . 149.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 175.00 

1851  B-l, C-l.  AU-55 .  155.00 

1851  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 .  135.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 

brown . 1,195.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  155.00 

1 854  B- 1 ,  C-l .  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 1,195.00 

1854  B-l, C-l.  AU-55 .  155.00 

1854  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen . 1 ,750.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Outstanding  both  techni¬ 
cally  and  aesthetically. . 1,150.00 

1855  B-l.  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695.00 


1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  surfaces.  325.00 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  155.00 

1855  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1856  B-l,  (  1.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 475.00 

1 856  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-55.  Scarcer  than  generally  real¬ 
ized . 1 85.00 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  sharply 

struck  and  very  beautiful  specimen . 495.00 


According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  most 
1 857  half  cents  were  melted  at  the  Mint  soon  after  they  were 
struck.  Accordingly,  pieces  of  this  date  are  even  scarcer  than 
the  low  mintage  indicates. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 


brown . 365.00 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 325.00 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 275.00 


Large  Cents 

As  we  go  to  press:  We’ve  always  liked  large  cents. 
So,  what  else  is  new?  Dr.  Sheldon  in  his  book  re¬ 
lates  that  many  numismatists  who  have  collected 
just  about  everything  under  the  sun  return  to  early 
copper  cents  because  of  their  appeal.  All  of  this  is 
quite  curious  reading  to  the  uninitiated,  for  at  the 
outset  it  might  seem  that  a  gem,  sparking  gold  coin 
is  more  interesting  than  a  “lowly”  worn  copper  cent. 
However,  large  cents  to  have  their  charm,  and  to 
know  them  is  to  love  them. 

The  present  catalogue  offers  large  cents  from  the 
beginning  (1793)  to  the  end  (1857),  with  many 
interesting  items  in  between.  A  fascinating  1804 
restrike,  nice  specimens  of  the  scarce  1821  and 
1 823,  and  many  other  dates  and  varieties  await  your 
consideration. 

Basic  information:  Large  cents,  dated  from  1793- 
1857  (with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  year  1815) 
are  classified  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  numbers) 
as  described  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of  Penny 
Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and  in 
Howard  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857  (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different 
ways.  The  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic 
listing  of  dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  in¬ 
clude  1793,  1799,  and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 


Elusive  1794  S-17a  Cent 
Head  of  93 


1794  Sheldon- 17a.  R-5.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8. 
Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and 
oxidation  spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course. 
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subject  to  your  satisfaction . 3,595.00 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1793  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S- 
17a  exist  in  all  grades. 

Mint  State  1794  S-30  Cent 
1  94  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 

outstanding  specimen . 7,950.00 

1797  S-120-b.  F-15.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Well 

struck .  525.00 

179  S-126.  VG-10.  Light  brown  surfaces.  265.00 

Splendid  AU  1800/79  Cent 


1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 
frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  details.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  *on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 5,750.00 

The  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1800,  a  die  dated 
179  was  on  hand,  intended  for  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1799  cent.  However,  the  year  1799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn't  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 

cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  12:00 . 695.00 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-260.  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  brown  surfaces.  Ideal  for  the  variety  spe¬ 
cialist  as  well  as  the  type  set  collector. .  865-00 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike . 850.00 

The  so-called  1804  “restrike”  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid-19th  century  by  parties 
unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1803  cent  was  al¬ 
tered  by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse,  rather 
than  being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1804,  is  from  the  con¬ 
tinuous  (not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style.  Quite  possi¬ 
bly,  it  was  produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than  to  deceive. 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  vari¬ 
ety  of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  hand¬ 
some  addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet.  1 ,750.00 

1812  S-290.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen .  1,095.00 

1817  Newcomb- 11.13  Stars.  EF-45 . 265.00 

1817N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as 


it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual 
around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  I  he  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would 
challenge  the  MS-60  level . 1 ,250.00 

1 8 1 7  N- 1 6.  1 5  Stars.  EF-45 . 725.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40 . 525.00 

1817N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (NGC) . 525.00 

1819  N- 10.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 

glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for 

the  variety  specialist . 595.00 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf. 
John  D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four 
times  that  of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1820  N-4.  R-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced  date. 

Few  minor  nicks . 195.00 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very 

attractive  specimens  of  this  important  date. 
The  nicest  we  were  able  to  buy  on  our  recent 
trip .  1,295.00 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 

minor  marks . 1,150.00 

1822  N-2.  EF-45.  Sharp  and  beautiful;  just  the 

kind  of  cent  that  inspires  one  to  collect  a  date 
run  of  the  Matron  Head  series . 575.00 

1823  N-2.  VF-25.  Light  brown.  A  very  pleasing 

specimen  of  the  most  highly  prized  date  of  the 
late  (1816-1857)  series . 975.00 

1826  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Obverse  rim  break 

over  star  6.  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen.  Quite 
possibly  Condition  Census . 1,575.00 

Bill  Noyes  gives  the  Condition  Census  as  MS-63  rang¬ 
ing  upward  to  MS-65. 

1827  N-l.  R-2+.  VF-35.  Scarce  variety.  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 295.00 

1827  N-4.  R-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 795.00 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 

1827  N-4.  VF-30.  Medium  brown . 195-00 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 
tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red.  ...2,250.00 

N-ll  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 

1827  N-ll.  VF-30 . 225.00 

1818  N-l  1 .  VF-35 . 185.00 

1829  N-6.  VF-30.  Medium  brown . 175.00 

1831  N-7.  Clipped  planchet.  G-6 . 39.00 

Quite  interesting,  although  not  necessarily  rare,  mint 
error;  a  lune-shaped  segment  is  missing  from  the  border;  this 
occurred  prior  to  striking. 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  EF-45 . 175.00 

The  “Horned  8"  nomenclature  i  from  a  double-punched 
digit;  the  first  8  was  punched  too  high,  then  corrected. 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 795.00 


The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8"  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1835  N-ll.  R-5.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  G-5.  Sel¬ 


dom  found  in  any  grade . 295.00 

1837  N-7.  EF-45 . 135.00 

1837  N-7.  EF-40 . 110.00 


Beautiful  1839/6  Overdate  Cent 
Rarely  Seen  Finer 


1839/6  N-l.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Very  beautiful  light 
brown  surfaces,  reverse  with  claims  to  VF-30.  One 
of  the  most  pleasing  we  have  seen  at  this  grade 
level  (and  this  variety  is  seldom  seen  finer  in  any 
event).  The  classic  rarity  of  its  era .  2,395.00 

The  obverse,  without  beaded  hair  cords,  is  of  the  pre- 
1838  style  (as  would  be  expected  for  an  unused  1836-dated 
die  overpunched  with  a  9  to  make  this  issue). 

1839  N-6.  Booby  Head.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 
Attractive  medium  brown  with  deep  ma¬ 
roon .  1 ,850.00 

1839  N-7.  Booby  Head.  MS-63.  Lustrous 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable 

so  fine . 2, 1 50.00 

The  cents  of  1 839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  sev¬ 
eral  different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example 
(1839/6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years 
earlier.  Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a 
collection”  would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of 


this  year. 

1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  EF-40 . 195.00 

1840  N-5.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1840  N-5.  VF-20 . 35.00 

1840  N-6.  F-15 . 25.00 

1840  N-9.  VF-20 . 45.00 


1841  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold  defi¬ 
nition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  obverse 
stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim  scrape  at  the 
2:00  position.  Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 
Check  it  out  on  approval,  and  you’ll  like  it;  satis¬ 


faction  guaranteed! . 810.00 

1841  N-7.  VF-20 . 50.00 

1842  N-6.  VF-20 . 35.00 

1842  N-8.  VF-20 . 29.00 

1843  N-9.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1843  N-l 2.  VF-20 . 35.00 

1844  N-l.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1845  N-4.  VF-30 . 35.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 . 125.00 


Notable  repunching  at  date,  described  as  “very  heavy” 
by  J.R.  Grellman  and  Jules  Reiver  in  their  master  work.  At¬ 
tribution  Guide  for  U.S.  Large  Cents  1840-1857. 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  EF-45.  Repunched  6  in 

date . 115.00 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  Repunched  6  in 

date . 25.00 

1846  N-8.  AU-55 .  195.00 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  106 


Page  5 


rui.oM  \i,  aivii  com;  is  mi  vs 


lS-t6  N  11.  Medium  Dare.  AU-50 . 149.00 

18-40  N  10.  lull  Date.  VF-20 . 75.00 

84  N-10.  VF-35 . 99.00 

1 8-4^  N- 1  1 .  NlS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding! . 595.00 

IS-T  N-24.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  medium  brown 
surfaces . 365.00 

1847  N-28.VF-30 . 85.00 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 . 135.00 

1848  N-la.  VG-10 . 29.00 

1848  N-2.  EF-40 . 85.00 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 69.00 

1848  N-8.  R-3.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1848  N-8.  F-12 . 16.00 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 75.00 

1848  N-12.  VF-25 . 39.00 

1848  N-13.  R-4+.  VF-25 . 55.00 

1848  N-17.  VF-25 . 39.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 139.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-45 . 210.00 

1 848  N-23.  R-3+.  VF-35 . 1 1 9.00 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 .  165.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 85.00 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 .  159.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 79.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 65.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 39.00 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 55.00 

1 848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-35 . 95.00 

1 848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-30 . 69.00 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 149.00 

1848  N-34.  R-5+.  F-12 . 85.00 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 105.00 

1 848  N-37.  R-5.  VF-35 . 265.00 

1848  N-38.  R-4.  VF-25 . 75.00 

1848  N-39.  R-6-.  VF-20 . 210.00 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 265.00 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 65.00 

1848  N-42.  R-6.  G-5 . 65.00 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425.00 

Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-14.  VF-20 . 35.00 

1849  N-17.  R-4.  EF-40 . 145.00 

1849  N-21.  R-4+  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  Sharply 


struck  with  frosty  surfaces.  Olive-brown  color. 
Only  four  examples  are  known  grading  MS- 
60  or  finer,  according  to  a  recent  edition  of 


Copper  Quotes.  (Jack  Robinson) . 1,035.00 

1849  N-29.  VF-25 . 39.00 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135.00 


1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 
ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  isauthentic.  We unconditionallyguar- 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


the  lustre  full . 825.00 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1851/81  N-3.  EF-45 . 125.00 

The  date  was  first  started  in  an  upside-down  position, 
then  corrected.  Similar  diecutting  errors  exist  elsewhere  in 
numismatics,  possibly  most  notably  with  the  1858  over  in¬ 


verted  1858  half  dime. 

1851/81  N-3  VF-35 . 75.00 

1851  VF-35 . 42.00 

1851  VF-30 . 35.00 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  695.00 
1851  N-2.  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red,  original  and 

beautiful . 375.00 

1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 235.00 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49.00 

1851  N-13.  EF-45 . 95.00 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69.00 

1852  N-8.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1852  N-14.  EF-45 . 99.00 

1852  N-16.  AU-50 . 115.00 

1852  N-22.  EF-45 . 89.00 

1852  N-22.  VF-20 . 25.00 

1853  VF-35 . 39.00 

1853  N-10.  EF-45 . 95.00 

1853  N-16.  VF-20 . 32.00 

1853  N-24.  AU-50 .  135.00 

1853  N-25.  VF-30 . 35.00 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195.00 

1854  N-23.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Beautiful  glossy 

brown  fields . 795.00 

1855  N-4.  MS-65  BN.  (NGC) . 650.00 

1855  N-6.  Upright  55.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  55,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260.00 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40.  140.00 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30.  ..  85.00 

1856  Slanting  5.  EF-40 . 59.00 

1856  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 59.00 

1856  N-2.  Slanting  5.  VF-20 . 25.00 

1856  N-9.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1 856  N- 1 1 .  Upright  5.  AU-50 .  1 25.00 

1856  N-l  1.  Upright  5.  EF-45 . 89.00 

1856  N-12.  Upright  5.  VF-35 . 45.00 

1 856  N-14.  Slanting  5.  AU-50 . 1 10.00 

1856  N-18.  Slanting  5.  VF-35 . 65.00 

1856  N-20.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 275.00 

1 857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 .  1 95.00 


Small  Cents 

I'l'iii!!  I4i»li‘  ('nils 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  short  and  somewhat  sweet 
offering  of  this  abbreviated  series  includes  one  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1856,  and  a  second  is  on  its  way  to  the 
office  (ask  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  about  it;  the  coin 
will  probably  be  here  by  the  ti  me  you  read  these  words) . 

Basic  information:  Flying  Eagle  cents  were 
struck  in  pattern  form  in  1856  (the  1856  being  a 
classic  rarity)  and  for  circulation  in  1 857  and  1 858. 
The  standard  reference  book  on  Flying  Eagle  as 
well  as  the  later  Indian  cents  is  by  Richard  Snow, 
Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents,  available  from  our 
Publications  Department. 


Gem  1856  F.F..  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen  with  lightly  golden  toned  fields. 
Sharply  struck  with  excellent  definition  of  all 
details.  Not  often  seen  of  this  quality  (no  matter 
what  the  numerical  grade  may  be). ..  10,950.00 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally 

well  struck . 895.00 

1858  Flying  Eagle.  Large  Letters.  VF-20:  ...39.00 

Indian  Head  (  (‘ills 

As  we  go  to  press;  If  you’ve  been  a  constant  reader 
of  our  catalogues  you  will  recall  our  years  of  ex¬ 
horting  our  clients  to  take  advantage  of  the  low 
prices  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Well,  the  series  has 
come  home,  and  in  many  instances  the  prices  aren’t 
so  low  any  more. 

In  this  series  QUALITY  is  the  byword,  and  qual¬ 
ity  is  what  you  get  when  you  buy  from  us.  Try  us 
with  a  sample  order  and  see! 

Basic  information:  Indian  cents  were  minted 
from  1859  through  1909,  and  were  struck  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  design  types.  The  1859  issue,  with 
laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its  year;  then 
follows  the  1 860- 1 864  copper-nickel  style  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which  thin 
planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1 864  with  L  on  ribbon,  1871,  1 872,  1 877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as 
there  is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even 
among  coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces 
to  add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  re¬ 
flects  our  search  in  this  regard.  Most  coins  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 795.00 

1 859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Just 

acquired . 795.00 

1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1860  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 

of  this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! .  1,895.00 

The  Guide  Booifrsuggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-60.  Minor  planchet  split  visible  when 


viewed  edge-on;  interesting! . 1 10.00 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625.00 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625.00 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275.00 

1863  MS-63  (NGC) . 165.00 
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Indian  Head 

Cents 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


First  struck  around  the  time  the  Comstock  Lode  of  silver 
and  gold  was  discovered  in  Nevada,  and  last  minted  when  the 
Ford  Model  T  was  Detroit’s  latest  offering,  Indian  Head  cents 
are  fun  to  collect.  They  have  a  colorful  history,  and  with 
common  dates  priced  at  as  little  as  a  dollar,  there  are  Indian 
Head  cents  to  Fit  every  collector’s  budget. 

The  name  “Indian  Head"  is  misleading,  although  it  has  been 
in  use  for  more  than  a  century.  The  coins  picture  a  Caucasian 
Miss  Liberty  wearing  a  Native  American  headdress.  The  legend 
that  designer  James  B. 

Longacre  used  his  daughter 
Sarah  as  the  model  for  Lib¬ 
erty  is  almost  as  old  as  the 
coins  themselves.  However, 

Sarah  was  40  years  old  in 
1858,  the  year  her  father 
sketched  the  proposed  I  ndian 
Head  cent.  A  new  design  was 
needed  because  the  Mint  was 
experiencing  difficulty  in  pro¬ 
ducing  Flying  Eagle  cents 
with  fully  struck  details. 

The  1859  Indian  Head 
cent  with  laurel  wreath  re¬ 
verse  is  a  one-year  design 
type.  In  1860  the  cent  re¬ 
ceived  a  new  reverse  with  an 
oak  wreath  and  shield. 

Indian  Head  cents 
minted  from  1859  to  mid- 
1 864  were  struck  in  an  alloy 
of  88%  copper  and  12% 
nickel.  Early  collectors  called 
them  “white”  cents  or 
“nicks"  (nickel  Five-cent 


Without  Shield  at  Top  of  Laurel  Wreath 
1859  only 


With  Shield  and  Oak  Wreath  on  Reverse 
1860  to  1909 


authorized  production  of  bronze  cents. 
Longacre’s  initial  was  added  to  the  headdress 
ribbon  during  the  1 864  production  run,  and 
appeared  on  all  Indian  Head  cents  thereafter. 

Privately  issued  one-cent  tokens  had  been 
issued  during  the  Civil  War  to  alleviate  the 
coin  shortage.  Many  copied  the  Indian  Head 
design,  but  they  disappeared  as  soon  as  the 
bronze  one-cent  and  two-cent  pieces  of  1 864 
met  the  demand  for  small  change. 

Indian  Head  cents  struck  in  the  late  1 860s 
are  scarce,  especially  high-grade  examples  and 
Proofs.  For  some  reason,  some  Proof  1  868 
cents  have  the  obverse  and  reverse  aligned  in 
the  same  direction  rather  than  upside-down  in 
relation  to  each  other.  Collectors  describe 
these  cents  as  having  a  “medal  turn”  because 
the  practice  was  usually  reserved  for  medals. 

For  many  years  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  listed  an 
1869/8  cent  variety,  but  it  is  now  known  to  be  an  1 869  over  9 — 
a  desirable  coin  in  its  own  right. 

The  1 877  cent  has  long  been  regarded  as  a  rarity,  evidenced  by 
the  following  item  which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Sun  in  1915: 

“Noticing  that  this  date  formed  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  dates  to  be  found  in  a  handful  of  pennies,  it  occurred  to  me 
to  start  a  memorandum  record.  So  in  1881  I  began  with  1,250 

procured  from  the  bank  and 
found  six  dated  1 877,  show¬ 
ing  that  in  general  circula¬ 
tion  it  then  constituted 
.0048%  of  the  output. 

“In  May  1884, 7,500  had 
yielded  24,  .0032%.  An  in¬ 
termission  then  took  place, 
and  on  Feb.  1 0, 1 896, 1 0, 1 00 
had  returned  only  24,  or 
.0023%.  The  Final  entry 
brought  the  total  to  28,450, 
with  35  of  1877,  .0012%. 

“The  foregoing  shows  in  a 
striking  manner  how  the  1877 
date  in  16  years  had  moved 
toward  the  vanishing  point. 
What  it  is  today,  1  do  not 
know.  I  believe,  however,  that 
it  would  take  a  very  long  day’s 
work  to  secure  even  one  out 
of  a  batch  of  1 0,000. 

“The  measure  of  its  value 
would  be  the  value  of  the 
seeker’s  time,  surely  not  less 
than  $1  a  day.  And  yet  you 
mayhavean  1877centamong 


pieces  would  not  be  struck 
until  1 866).  Copper-nickel  cents  are  thicker  than  later  Indian  your  change  at  this  moment." 

Head  cents,  and  most  examples  were  weakly  struck.  I  he  1877  cent  has  been  widely  counterfeited.  On  genuine 

Nickel  was  not  a  precious  metal,  but  it  did  give  at  least  a  examples,  the  second  7  extends  farther  downward  than  the  First  T 

measure  of  intrinsic  value  to  the  cent — and  resulted  in  In  1894,  no  one-cent  pieces  were  shipped  to  Washington, 

hoarding  of  copper-nickel  cents  during  the  Civil  War.  Die  Boston,  New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati, 

breakage  was  another  problem.  Mint  Director  James  Pollack  Chicago,  St.  Louis  or  New  Orleans.  As  cent  orders  were 

complained  in  1  863  that  “all  the  nickel  we  have  used  [to  strike  received  from  other  cities,  surplus  stock  was  used  to  meet  the 

cents]  has  been  so  much  money  wasted."  In  1 864,  Congress  demand.  So  many  cents  were  already  on  hand  that  coinage  was 


'age 
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temporarily  suspended  in  April  1894.  But  with  a  mintage  of  more 
than  16  million  pieces,  1  894  cents  are  tar  trom  rare,  although  they  are 
scarce. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  so  many  Indian  Head 
cents  had  been  minted  that,  if  stacked,  they  would 
have  formed  a  column  100  times  taller  than  the 
Statue  ot  L.iberty.  In  the  early  1900s  a  New  York 
City  department  store  often  ordered  one  million 
cents  at  a  time  from  the  sub-treasury.  They  were 
delivered  by  armored  truck.  Peak  production  of 
Indian  Head  cents  occurred  in  1907,  when  more 
than  100  million  pieces  were  struck. 

Aside  from  being  useful  lor  making  change,  the 
cent  had  real  purchasing  power.  Penny  arcades 
filled  with  coin-operated  machines  attracted  more 
than  their  share  of  cents.  There  were  also  penny 
candies,  picture  postcards  (and  the  stamps  to  mail 
them),  newspapers,  and  many  other  items  that  cost 
only  a  cent. 

Indian  Head  cents  were  also  used  to  create  souvenir 
elongated  coins,  rolled  at  lairs  and  expositions  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  in  1893. 
According  to  Russell  Rulau,  author  of  Discovering  America:  The  Coin 
Collecting  Connection,  the  commonest  Columbian  Exposition  elongates 
are  on  bronze  Indian  Head  cents,  copper-nickel  Indian  Head  cents,  Shield 
nickels,  and  Liberty  Head  nickels.  Values  today  range  from  $18  to  $30. 

Other  early  elongates  include  those  rolled  at  the  1 893- 1 894  Man¬ 
hattan  Exposition,  the  1894  Midwinter  Exposition  in  San  Francisco, 
the  1896  Spokane  Fruit  Fair,  and  the  1898  Trans-Mississippi  Exposi¬ 
tion  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 


Similarly,  some  Indian  Head  cents  were  pressed  into  aluminum 
frames  bearing  appropriate  inscriptions,  thereby  creating  encased 
“lucky”  cents.  Counterstamped  cents  advertising  businesses  or  prod¬ 
ucts  are  another  collecting  specialty.  For  example, 
there  is  an  1 860  cent  counterstamped  TH  E  H  EN  RY 
CLAY  PEN. 

Cents  were  struck  exclusively  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  until  1 908.  On  Nov.  27,  1 908,  the  first  one- 
cent  pieces  ever  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
were  delivered  to  the  superintendent.  The  “S” 
mintmarkappearedon  the  reverse,  below  the  wreath. 
The  1908-S  cents  were  struck  on  presses  intended 
lor  silver  coins,  but  in  1909  the  Mint  Director 
reported  that  “Two  new  presses  for  bronze  coining 
are  now  being  installed  to  handle  this  class  ofwork.” 

The  City  by  the  Bay  struck  only  309,000  cents 
in  1909,  the  lowest  figure  of  any  Indian  Head  cent 
intended  for  circulation  (some  Proof  cents  had  a 
mintage  of  only  several  hundred  pieces,  but  these 
were  intended  lor  collectors). 

In  August  1 909  the  Indian  Head  cent  gave  way  to 
the  Lincoln  cent.  The  New  York  Timesmontned  the  passing ol  the  Indian 
Head  cent  and  described  its  successor  as  “another  ill-considered  freak  of 
Mr.  [Theodore]  Roosevelt’s  will.”  But  Indian  Head  cents  continued  to 
circulate  for  many  years.  (Author  Ray  Bradbury  was  well  aware  of  this — 
you’ll  find  Indian  Head  cents  mentioned  in  his  novel  Dandelion  Wine, 
the  story  of  a  boy’s  summer  in  an  Illinois  town  in  1928.) 

Indian  Head  cents  made  a  comeback  of  sorts  in  1978  when  an  1877 
cent  was  pictured  on  a  new  postage  stamp.  Still,  il  you’d  like  to  own  a 
piece  ol  history,  there  is  nothing  like  the  real  thing. 


The  1877  cent  has  been 
widely  counterfeited.  On 
genuine  examples,  the  sec¬ 
ond  7  extends  farther 
downward  than  the  first  7. 


Likes  Carothers  Book 


The  following  letter from  Charles  J.  Jednorski  relates  to  a  book  that  is  one 
of  our  favorites,  too:  Fractional  Money,  by  Neil  Carothers.  At  first  the  title 
would  seem  to  be  about  Fractional  Currency  notes  of  the  19th  century,  but 
it  isn 't.  The  subject  is  all  coinage,  particularly  copper  and  silver  issues,  and 
how  they  were  used  in  commerce: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“First  I  read  and  now  I  am  in  the  process  of  studying  Fractional  Money 
by  Carothers.  While  I  have  35  years  background  as  a  collector,  this  book 
is  a  real  eye-opener  as  to  the  ‘why’  of  US  coinage.  Anyone  who  aspires  to 
being  more  than  a  collector,  i.  e.,  a  numismatist,  must  have  the  knowledge 
imparted  by  this  insight  into  the  reasons  for  the  mintage  of  U.S.  coins. 

“The  changes  in  metallic  composition,  weights,  fineness,  etc.,  were 
generally  dictated  hy  the  whims  of  the  Mint  superintendents  rather  than 
by  the  laws  passed  by  the  various  congresses.  A  main  goal  of  each 
superintendent  from  the  beginning  of  the  Mint  until  the  directorship  of 
Snowden  was  the  withdrawal  of  circulating  foreign  coins,  particularly  the 
Spanish  and  English  denominations. 

“Many  collectors  do  not  realize  the  public  acceptance  and  vast 
circulation  of  these  foreign  specie  issues  during  the  first  65  years  ol  our 
country’s  coinage.  While  many  plans  evolved  for  their  withdrawal  by  the 
Treasury,  the  lack  of  a  comprehensive  distribution  system  for  the  new 
coinage  dictated  their  continued  use.  Even  the  first  issuance  of  state  bank 
notes  was  predicated  on  their  convertibility  into  Spanish  and  English 


equivalents:  6,  12-1/2,  and  25  cents  and  not  US  denominations,  i.e„  one 
cent,  five  cents,  or  ten  cents. 

“Today  I  saw  a  reprint  of  a  Baltimore  Sun  newspaper  article  from 
January  21,  1845,  dealing  with  a  burglary.  The  article  states: 

An  old  bachelor’s  residence  was  robbed  Saturday  night  of  the  following 
items:  Three  shirts,  one  pair  boots,  one  lot  smoked  beef,  one  of  corned,  a  small 
stock  of  cold  dumplings,  a  coat,  and  twelve  shillings  silver. 

“It’s  fascinating  to  realize  that  foreign  coins  were  preferable  to  the 
public  over  U.S.  coinage  during  the  first  hall  of  the  1 9th  century.  Also  of 
interest  are  the  efforts  of  bullion  dealers  to  profit  by  the  exchange  ol  these 
coins  with  the  Mint. 

“In  my  opinion,  any  ‘professional  numismatist’  must  be  able  to  say 
that  they  have  read  the  Carothers’  work.  Can  you  recommend  any 
materials  dealing  specifically  with  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins  alter 
the  opening  of  the  mint?  I  want  to  pursue  this  area  in  some  detail. 

“Additionally,  I  am  considering  an  article  on  the  reasons  behind  the 
mintage  of  the  three-cent  pieces  in  response  to  the  issuance  of  script, 
fractional,  and  postal  currency  and  the  special  interest  (profits)  of  those 
people  controlling  the  production  of  nickel.  Can  you  also  recommend 
materials  on  this  topic? 

Editor’s  note:  We  sent  reader  C.J.J.  some  of  our  ideas.  It  would  be 
great  if  the  subject  of  monetary  history  became  popular  in  addition  to  coin 
study  numismatic  circles. 
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_ COLONIAL  AMI  COPPER  COINS 


1863  AU-50 . 49.00 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  319.00 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 193.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 785.00 

In  1 863,  when  the  Mint  was  producing  Indian  cents  in 
the  copper-nickel  format,  a  flood  of  privately  issued  bronze 
Civil  War  tokens  appeared  in  circulation  and  were  readily 
accepted  by  merchants.  The  Mint  took  note,  and  in  1864 
dropped  the  copper-nickel  metal  (which  was  hard  and  caused 
die  wear  and  breakage)  and  adopted  bronze,  an  alloy  that 
was  continued  in  use  for  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Head  series. 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 


Very  lustrous.  Beautiful!  . 395.00 

1864  bronze.  Date  slightly  double  punched.  AU- 
50,  glossy. . 129.00 


1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Although 
this  is  called  “red  and  brown,”  it  is  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  In  fact,  it  has  more  red  than 
certain  pieces  we  have  seen  marked  as  fully  red. 
In  addition,  this  specimen  is  well  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  If  you  are  seeking  a  superb  example  of 
this  key  date  your  search  ends  here.  ...  1,495.00 

The  L  is  the  initial  of  James  Barton  Longacre  and  is  found 
on  relatively  few  cents  of  1864  (but  on  ^//Indian  cents  of  the 
years  1865  to  1909). 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  famous  and  elusive  issue.  650.00 

1865  MS-64  RB.  So-called  “Fancy'  5  in  date.  1 59.00 

1 866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  red  with 


light  brown  nicely  blended . 895.00 

1 866  MS-65  RB  (PGGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 

quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895.00 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 795.00 


A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 


1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 875.00 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 
grade  level . 750.00 

1868  MS-64  RB.  Over  50%  original  red.  A 

beauty!  .  525.00 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Scarce  so 

fine .  1 , 1 95.00 

1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  This  has  more  red  on  it 
than  many  called  full  red! . 725.00 

1869  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Traditionally  one  of 

the  scarcer  issues  among  early  Indian  cent 
issues .  525.00 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  with  hints  of 

iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A  splendid 
gem  example  of  this  scarce  date . 1 , 1 95.00 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick-Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 
ture) .  1,195.00 

1870  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675.00 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin, 

nearly  full  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red. 
Extraordinarily  difficult  to  find  at  this  grade 
level .  1 ,395.00 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 725.00 

1871  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 615.00 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525.00 


Brilliant  Gem  1872  Cent 
Key  Date 


1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful . 2,495.00 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  specialists  that  in  higher 
Mint  State  levels  the  1872  outranks  the  more  famous  1877 
in  rarity. 

1872  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  speci¬ 


men  of  this  highly-prized  date . 895.00 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date .  725.00 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 639.00 

1872  VF-30 . 329.00 

1 872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 3 1 9.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,280.00 


Closed  3  coins  ofvarious  denominations  were  made  early 
in  the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1 873 
seems  to  be  1878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later 
have  the  knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1873  Open  3  EF-40 . 110.00 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395.00 

1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red . 345.00 

1874  MS-63  RB . 250.00 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 199.00 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue _ 625.00 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem. 950.00 

1876  MS-64  RB . 399.00 

1876  MS-60  BN . 219.00 

1877  VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Very  nice  glossy 

brown  surfaces . 895.00 

We  have  always  thought  a  nicely  matched  set  of  Indian 
cents. — rarities  such  as  this  1877  as  well  as  common  dates — 
in  selected  quality  Extremely  Fine  to  be  an  item  of  great 
beauty.  This  coin  will  fit  in  nicely. 

1878  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin,  a 

glittering  gem,  of  this  scarce  and  popular  is¬ 
sue .  1,390.00 

1878  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  red.  ..435.00 


1878  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1879  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  red.  Beautiful!  ..329.00 

1879  MS-65  BN . 275.00 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  ol 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275.00 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1880  MS-65  RB . 295.00 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219.00 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . 549.00 

1881  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 525.00 

1881  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1882  Proof-64  RB.  Nearly  full  red . 295.00 

1882  MS-64  BN . 1 10.00 

1882  MS-63  RB  (NGC) . 99.00 

1883  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 375.00 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275.00 

1883  MS-62  BN . 49.00 


1 884  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering,  splen¬ 


did  coin . 595.00 

1884  MS-65  RD . 675.00 

1884  MS-64  BN . 159.00 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 159.00 

1884  MS-63  RB . 145.00 

1884  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 595.00 

1885  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  this  key  date . 360.00 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399.00 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between 
1879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  399.00 


1885  MS-64  BN . 245.00 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-64  RB . 295-00 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  625.00 

On  the  Type  1  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse . 625.00 

1886 Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN . 275.00 

1886  Type  1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275.00 

1886Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 
gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red.  275.00 
1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239.00 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce . 1,050.00 

On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1 886 Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly 

brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red . 439.00 

1886 Type  II.  AU-55 . 135-00 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1887  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 135.00 

1887  MS-60 . 42.00 

1888  MS-63  RB . 125.00 

1888  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 1 15.00 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219.00 

1889  AU-50 . 24.00 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 450.00 

1892  Proof-64  RB . 265.00 

1893  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Excellent  quality'.  595.00 

1893  Proof-64  RB . 219.00 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1894  MS-63  RD . 189.00 

1894  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 109.00 

1894  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 69.00 

1895  Repunched  date.  MS-60 . 49.00 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795.00 

1899  MS-64  RB . 69.00 

1904  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 1 19.00 

1905  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1907  MS-63  RB . 49.00 


1908-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  beau 
tiful  coin . 1 ,295.00 


First  branch  mint  coinage  of  this  denomination.  Cents 
were  not  popular  in  the  American  West,  and  there  had  (seen 
little  call  for  them  earlier. 
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Ull.lliM  41,  AMI  (  CHIAN 


llH*8-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  piece 


from  all  aspects . 495.00 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319.00 

1908-S  MS-62  RB . 279.00 

1908-S  AU-50 . 145.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 365.00 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 
coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red.  1,095.00 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of 
the  lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  series. ..  1,095.00 

Just  309,000  were  struck,  a  figure  considerably  below 
any  other. 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  with  a  brilliant  set 

of  cents . 1 ,495.00 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-63  RB.  Highly  lustrous.  625.00 

1909-S  Indian.  VF-20.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of  three  of 
these — quite  unusual — and  offer  you  one  for 
just . 325.00 

Fiiuoln  (  nils 

As  we  go  to  press:  Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray 
Merena  have  just  returned  from  yet  another  buy¬ 
ing  trip,  and  among  the  highlights  purchased  were 
many  nice  Lincoln  cents.  If  you  want  to  add  to 
your  present  collection,  or  start  one,  check  our  of¬ 
fering  carefully.  As  we  mentioned  with  Indian  cents, 
QUALITY  is  our  motto  here — as  a  trial  order  will 
demonstrate.  Quite  a  few  specialists  are  depending 
upon  us  to  build  their  collections. 

Basic  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  is¬ 
sues  are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  1914-D, 
and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous 
others  are  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs 
were  struck  from  1 909-1916  and  have  a  sandblast 
or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due 
to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provided  by  the 
Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror”  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln 
cents,  as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the  ven¬ 
dors.  As  is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often  have 
to  look  at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD . 59.00 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  19.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 
brilliant  and  frosty,  a  glittering  gem!  ...  2,150.00 

Dave  Bowers  thought  this  one  of  the  finest  he  has  ever 
seen,  and  we  are  sure  you  will  agree! 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue . 1 ,395.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent.  1 ,395.00 

This  coin  offers  an  ideal  combination  of  very  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  It  possesses  full  original  mint  red  surfaces 
of  gem  quality  and  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1 ,275.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 


high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 
text)  price .  1,195.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example 

of  this  key  rarity. . 995.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  ..695.00 
1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  ..650.00 
1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown.  650.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40.  Light  brown . 625.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  ..595.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 575.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache).  ..550.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 465.00 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  85.00 


1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 275.00 

1909- S  Lincoln.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1910  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1910  MS-63  RB . 29.00 

1910- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145.00 

1910-S  MS-64  RB . 110.00 

1910-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1910-S  AU-55 . 59.00 

1911  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 85.00 

191 1  - D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this 

high  grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are 
readily  available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
collector .  695.00 


191 1  -D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  strike. 425. 00 

191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Light  D . 195.00 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 310.00 

1911-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  We  “reached”  for  this 
coin  when  be  bought  it,  but  it  is  a  brilliant  gem 

and  as  nice  as  you  will  ever  find! . 850.00 

1911-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  speci¬ 
men,  a  brilliant  cameo . 850.00 


1911-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely 


red .  495.00 

1911-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1911-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 230.00 

1911-S  MS-63  BN . 169.00 

1911-S  AU-50 . 65.00 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165.00 

1912  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1912  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 195.00 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 


very  rare  at  this  level . 950.00 

1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425.00 


1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 340.00 

1912-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.  275.00 

1 9 1 2-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice!  ....275.00 

1912-S  AU-55 . 69.00 

1912-S  AU-50 . 59.00 


1913  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Glittering  red 
matte  surfaces  display  iridescent  violet  and  blue 
highlights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  2,848,  a 
small  figure  when  compared  to  today’s  Proof 
mintages  which  reach  into  the  millions.  525.00 


1913  MS-65  RD . 225.00 

1913  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  90%  Red . 69.00 

1913  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 70.00 

1913-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 795.00 

191 3-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Gems  such  as  this 

are  very  difficult  to  find . 795.00 

1913-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  full  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350.00 

1913-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 199.00 

1913-D  AU-50 . 45.00 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125.00 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1913-S  AU-55 . 65.00 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1914  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . • . 56.00 


Gem  1914-D  Cent 


1914-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  blazing  red 
with  a  few  flecks  of  toning.  This  piece  has  one 
of  the  largest  areas  of  bright  original  color  we’ve 
ever  seen  on  the  1914-D,  a  classic  rarity  in  this 
grade  and,  of  course,  highly  important  in  any 


grade . 3,150.00 

1914-D  EF-45.  Always  in  demand . 525.00 

1914-D  EF-40.  A  key  rarity  in  the  series.  Sharp 

and  attractive . 425.00 

1914-D  VF-20 . 185.00 


1914- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  this 

grade . 795.00 

1915  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  little  gem!  ....375.00 
1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  gem.  .375.00 

1915  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 155.00 

1915  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1915  MS-62  RB  (PCI) . 99.00 

1915- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 235.00 

191 5-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  295.00 
1915-D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  A  gem  specimen  just  a 

whisper  away  from  MS-65 . 295.00 

In  Mint  State  this  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series,  al¬ 
though  this  fact  is  not  generally  known. 

1 9 1 5-D  MS-63  RD  (PCI).  A  brilliant  piece  of  ex¬ 
ceptional  quality  at  a  price  only  a  fraction  of 

what  you  would  pay  for  MS-65 . 195.00 

1915-D  MS-63  RB  (PCI).  Mostly  mint  red.  An 

exceptional  coin  at  this  grade  level . 135.00 

1915-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 850.00 

1915-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850.00 

1915- S  EF-45 . 34.00 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95.00 

1916-  D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist! . 1,295.00 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,”  that  is,  a  coin 
that  is  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint 
State  echelon  is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 
red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem.  ..595.00 
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1916-D  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1916-S  MS  (vt  RB  (P(  GS) . 189.00 

1916-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI) . 195.00 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 140.00 

1917  MS-65  RB . 45.00 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy”  lus¬ 
tre.  Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  of  this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower  grades, 


but  decidedly  elusive  at  this  level . 695.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 239.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 239.00 

1917-D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  “75%  Red”  it  says  on 
the  holder,  but  to  our  eye  it  is  99.44%  red  (see 

for  yourself) . 249.00 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 229.00 

1917- S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 235.00 

1918  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1918- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1918-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original 

red.  An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck 
and  very  beautiful . 1,095.00 

1918- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1919  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 140.00 

1919  MS-65  RD . 75.00 

1919- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 285.00 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 95.00 

1919-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1919- S  MS-63  BN.  ,. . 59.00 

1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35.00 

1920- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  beauty!  ...635.00 

1920-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1920-S  MS-64  RB . 325.00 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160.00 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160.00 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89.00 


1921-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 

than  generally  seen  for  this  variety.  . 695.00 

The  key  varieties  in  the  1920s  are  the  1921-S,  1923-S, 
1924-D,  and  1926-S.  Each  of  these  is  scarce  in  worn  grades 


Likes  His  Lincoln  Cent 

The  following  is  from  R.A.: 

“Words  can’t  describe  the  beauty  of  the 
191 4-D  Lincoln  cent,  MS-65,  you  sent.  It 
is  flawless.  I  never  thought  I  would  own 
anything  as  beautiful.  Now  you’ve  got  me. 
I’ve  taken  the  plunge  into  quality  coins. 
Thanks  for  the  opportunity  to  purchase 
this  coin. 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  representing  the 
first  payment  for  it,  per  my  Collector’s 
Club  account.  I’ll  be  sending  you  a  check 
each  month.  I  have  consigned  10  lots  to 
your  next  auction,  and  when  my  settle¬ 
ment  check  arrives,  I'll  take  care  of  the 
balance. 

“Thank  you  again  for  a  really  nice  coin. 


and  has  been  for  years.  In  Mint  State  they  are  even  harder 
to  find.  I  he  present  listing  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
had  of  early  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  through 
the  early  1930s. 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 

the  key  dates  at  this  grade . 345.00 

Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  example  of  one 
of  the  key  issues  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask 
for  a  red-surface  coin,  in  our  opinion,  here  is  an  excellent  buy. 

1921-S  MS-63  RB . 199.00 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  issue. .  199.00 

1921- S  AU-58 . 75.00 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 

usually  seen . 2,295.00 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year, 
the  D-less  1922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  filled  a  special  need 
with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

Sharp  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  with  very  little  actual  wear . 2,295.00 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  rev.  (PCGS).  1,950.00 

1922- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing,  fiery  mint 
red.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  this  somewhat 


scarce  issue . 695.00 

1922- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1923  MS-65  RB . 65.00 

1923  MS-64  RD . 59.00 

1923  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 70.00 

1923  MS-64  RB . 35.00 

1923- S  MS-63  90%  Red.  (PCI).  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  of  the  1920s . 495.00 

1923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date.  295.00 
1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1924  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 295.00 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155.00 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155.00 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 155.00 

1924  MS-65  RB . 65.00 


1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 
nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1924-D.  A  major  find  for 

the  advanced  specialist . 695.00 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 

as  this .  395-00 

1924-D  MS-63  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  lull  original  mint 

red . 425.00 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295.00 

1924-D  AU-50 . 135.00 

1924- S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 465.00 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 70.00 

1925  MS-64  RD . 39.00 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Rare  so  fine.  275.00 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike.  ...  189.00 

1925-D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  mostly 


brown . 55.00 

1925-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1925- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 150.00 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1926  MS-64  RD . 25.00 

1926- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  hard  to  find  in 

this  high  grade . 875.00 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495.00 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1926- S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 125.00 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75.00 

1927  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875.00 

1927-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1 927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly 

completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 265.00 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red . 265.00 

1927-S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 315.00 

1927- S  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  90%  Red . 295.00 

1928  MS-65  RD . 79.00 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 79.00 

1928- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1929  MS-65  RD . 85.00 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1929  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 16.00 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135.00 

1929-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1929-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1929-S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 139.00 

1929- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1930  MS-65  RD . 32.00 

1930  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 32.00 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12.00 

1930- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 38.00 

1930-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1930- S  MS-64  RD . 29.00 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 99.00 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1931- D  MS-65  RD . 350.00 

1931-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 160.00 

1931-D  MS-63  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 1 15.00 

1931-D  MS-63  RB . 89.00 

1931-D  AU-50 . 35.00 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 279.00 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 279.00 

1931-S  MS-64  RD . 125.00 

1931-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1931-S  MS-64  RB . 89.00 


1931-S  MS-63  RB.  We  struck  a  bonanza!  Recently 
we  bought  a  small  group  of  these  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  roll  put  away  years  ago.  As  we  go  to  press 
there  are  just  13  coins  remaining.  Add  one  to 


your  collection  for  just . 65.00 

1931-S  MS-60 . 59.00 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49.00 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47.00 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45.00 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42.00 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39.00 

1932  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 65  00 
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1933  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1933- D  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85.00 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PGGS) . 39.00 

1934- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

9 >5  D MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1936  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1936- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1 936-  S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1 937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1 937- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1937- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1 15.00 

1938- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1938  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1939-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1942  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1 10.00 

1942  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 49.00 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1943- S  MS-67  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1 944- D/S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 3 1 9.00 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1950  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45.00 


1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  695.00 

Newsworthy  1995  Doubled  Die 
1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem.  Although  graded  MS-65  red,  these  are 
equal  to  pieces  recently  certified  as  high  as  MS- 
67  Red! . Call  for  our  current  price! 

This  new  discovery  certainly  has  made  lots  of  headlines. 


The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled  and  is  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that,  with 
one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  continuing  to 
fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  unul  it  setdes. 

2p  hews 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  offering  in  this  issue  in¬ 
cludes  multiple  specimens  of  the  rare  1864  Small 
Motto  and  a  lightly  worn  1873,  the  latter  being 
usually  seen  only  in  Proof. 

Basic  information:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted  from 
1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just 
two  rarities,  the  1864  Small  Motto  and  the  1873. 
Several  die  varieties  exist  within  the  date  range.  The 
connoisseur  will  pick  and  choose  carefully,  as  qual¬ 
ity  varies  among  vendors.  Pieces  with  attractive 
surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for  some  varieties,  al¬ 
though  the  price  may  not  necessarily  be  expensive. 
1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 

red  fading  to  mellow  brown . 1,795.00 

1864  Small  Motto.  VF-20 . 165.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces.  750.00 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425.00 

1867  AU-55  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1867  EF-40 . 39.00 

1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 

gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 1,095.00 


1836  Copper-nickel  2<t  Piece  Rediscovered 


Bowers  and  Merena  is  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  “rediscovery’  of  the  1  836  pat¬ 
tern  2 <t  in  copper-nickel. 

Although  copper-nickel  strikings  of  this 
design  were  listed  as  No.  57  in  the  Adams- 
Woodin  pattern  reference  published  in  1913, 
it  has  long  been  supposed  by  modern-day 
researchers  that  Adams 
and  Woodin  had  simply 
misidentified  the  90% 
copper/ 10%  silver  pieces 
that  are  now  known  to 
have  been  produced  in 
fairly  substantial  quanti¬ 
ties.  Copper-nickel  strikings  were  not  listed  by 
Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd  in  his  US.  Patterns ,  Experi¬ 
mental  and  Trial  Pieces,  and  likewise,  were  not 
enumerated  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  in  his 
United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues. 

The  suspicion  that  the  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  piece  was  copper-nickel  rather  than  billon 
resulted  when  Andrew  Pollock  noted  that  the 
weight  was  approximately  71  grains  rather 
than  60  grains  as  usually  seen.  71  grains  is 


within  legal  tolerance  for  the  weight  of  cop¬ 
per-nickel  one-cent  pieces  coined  circa  1 857- 
1864.  The  coin  was  sent  to  PCGS,  where 
Rick  Montgomery  arranged  to  have  an  el¬ 
emental  analysis  performed  using  an  energy 
dispersive  X-ray  technique.  The  results  of  the 
analysis  indicated  that  the  surface  composi¬ 
tion  was  18%  nickel  and 
82%  copper. 

Bowers  and  Merena 
believes  that  this  piece  is 
a  restrike  probably 
coined  circa  1858  or  later 
on  a  12%  nickel/88% 
copper  one-cent  planchet  of  the  type  used 
circa  1857-1864.  It  is  likely  that  the  18% 
nickel/82%  copper  composition  reported 
in  the  X-ray  analysis  may  simply  reflect  a 
chemical  change  resulting  from  brief  circu¬ 
lation  or  some  sort  of  surface  treatment 
subsequent  to  issue. 

Now  that  this  piece  has  been  properly 
identified,  the  question  is  this:  Do  others 
exist  or  is  this  specimen  unique? 


1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  and  desirable  if 
choice,  as  this  one  is . 925.00 

1869  Breen-2399.  Recm  date.  1.1-45  (ANACS 

Cache) . 895.00 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  at  this 

level . 365.00 

1870  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 365.00 

Gem  1872  2<f  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495.00 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 

prime  scarcities  in  the  series . 995.00 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a  great 
rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Last  business  strike  date  in  the  series.  ..  1,795.00 

1872  AU-50.  Light  brown.  Rare  date . 535.00 

1873  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned.  The  rarest  date  of 

the  series . 1 ,095.00 

Nickel  Zt  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  recent  buying  trips  have 
not  yielded  much  in  the  way  of  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  but  what  we  have  bought  is  very  nice. 

Basic  information:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were 
minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a  time 
when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates  and  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus  the 
formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibility, 
although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of  1887 
are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 


portant  as  the  first  year  ol  issue . 795.00 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  795.00 

1865  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache) . 95.00 

1866  AU-55  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1 870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295.00 

1870  AU-50 . 46.00 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,895.00 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  his 
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trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 

coin  for  the  connoisseur . 2,095.00 

1875  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  One 
of  the  finest  in  existence . 795.00 

1875  AU-50 . 75.00 

1 876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 495.00 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant  gem 

specimen  of  this  highly  prized  Proof-only  date. 
While  the  desirability  of  this  to  the  date  collec¬ 
tor  goes  without  elaboration,  we  suggest  that 
the  addition  of  this  coin  to  a  set  of  design  types 
to  illustrate  the  1 865- 1 889  design  would  really 
be  special.  Either  way,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  offered . 995.00 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Champagne  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen.  .  975.00 

1883  Proof  66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 

high  grade . 895.00 

1884  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595.00 

1885  Proof  66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Unusually  high 

grade . 895.00 

1885  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575-00 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare  in  business  strike  form;  in  fact,  rarer 
than  Proof  (and  Proof  is  rare) . 595.00 

Silver  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  are 
fun  to  collect  inasmuch  as  it  is  possible  to  com¬ 
plete  a  full  set.  While  some  issues  are  elusive,  all 
are  ultimately  available.  In  this  issue  we  offer  some 
really  outstanding  pieces  condition-wise,  with  high- 
grade  1851-0,  1854,  and  1855  pieces  being  front 
row,  center,  and  worthy  of  your  attention. 

Basic  information:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1873  inclusive,  and  were  made 
in  three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1858,  and  1859-1873).  Specimens  can  be  collected 
in  various  grades  for  the  years  from  1851-1862. 
After  1862,  most  known  examples  are  Proofs 
minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very  rare. 
There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 


Order  Today,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail 
Watson  or  Beth  Piper  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express 
service.  Just  $10  on  orders 
under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street 
addresses  anywhere  in  the 
USA! 

Telephone  your  order 
TODAY  by  2  p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll 
enjoy  them  tomorrow! 


1 85 1  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen — excep¬ 
tional  quality — brilliant  with  a  satiny,  lustrous 
surface.  First  year  of  the  denomination.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  combination  of  high  grade  and  reason¬ 
able  price!  . 475.00 

1851-0  MS-63.  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 

a  whisper  of  gold  toning . 550.00 

185 1-0  AU-50 . 199.00 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1,385.00 

Outstanding  Gem  1854  3^ 

Sharply  Struck! 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusiveType 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,1 50.00 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  quality  1 854  “trimes” 

to  be  offered  in  a  long  while . 1,595.00 

1854  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
whisper  of  iridescence.  An  exceptional  specimen 
that  seriously  challenges  the  MS-64  classifica¬ 
tion.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 995.00 

Lustrous  Gem  1855  3tf  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type 
II  design . 3,195-00 

A  coin  like  this  prompts  us  to  be  very  enthusiastic.  In  all 
instances,  we  GUARANTEE  that  when  you  see  the  quality 
for  yourself  you  will  be  equally  pleased — or  your  money  back! 

1856  AU-55  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous . 185.00 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 1,150.00 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck 
for  the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  re¬ 
verse  (not  unusual  for  this  date) . 1,150.00 

1861  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  very  light 

toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen . 319.00 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  The 

last  readily  collectible  business  strike  in  the 
series .  475.00 

Beginning  in  a  big  way  in  July  1862  the  American  eco¬ 
nomic  scene  was  chaotic,  and  all  silvi  coins  were  hoarded  by 
the  public.  From  then  until  the  late  1870s  silver  coins  were 
not  seen  in  circulation  but  were  replaced  with  Fractional 
Currency  notes.  For  an  absorbing  read,  buy  a  copy  of  Neil 
Carothers’  excellent  book,  Fractional  Money  (fractional  money 
relating  to  coins  of  fractional  denominations,  not  to  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency).  By  any  standards  this  is  one  of  the  most 


valuable  treatises  available  on  monetary  history.  Contact  our 
Publications  Department  at  1  -800-222-5993. 

1862  AU-55 . 135.00 

1866  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875-00 

1 872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975-00 

Nic  kol  5?  Pum  ps 


As  we  go  to  press:  Our  offering  of  Shield  nickels 
includes  several  highlights  among  which  are  nice 
specimens  of  1866  and  the  seldom-seen  1883/2 
overdate. 

Basic  information:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1866  and  a  few  of  1867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 
wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical 
Mint  State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification, 
is  apt  to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings, 
and  other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be 
quite  fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates, 
although  the  1866  is  scarce  and  the  1867  With 
Rays  is  a  major  rarity. 

MS-65  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 
1866  With  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Above  average  strike.  Date  slightly  double 
punched . 2,450.00 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1866  Nickel 


1866  With  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of 
issue.  Sharply  struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date), 
frosty,  and  lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example 
for  the  connoisseur;  not  one  in  10  coins  has  this 
aesthetic  appeal . 2,450.00 

If  you  are  building  a  collection  of  American  coins  by  de¬ 
sign  types,  we  note  that  with  sharply  struck  features  the  1866 
With  Rays  nickel  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  coins  of  its  era. 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Spectacularly 

double-punched  date  with  base  of  extra  6  far  to 
the  right  of  the  1866  date!  . 395.00 

The  preceding  coin  is  an  average  strike,  and  all  things 
being  equal  we  probably  would  not  have  bought  it  for  our 
stock,  except  for  the  quite  remarkable  Doubled  Date  feature. 
We  have  added  nothing  for  the  double  punching,  figuring 
that  it  will  balance  the  average  quality  striking. 

1867  With  Rays.  AU-58.  Very  scarce  issue,  more 

so  than  catalogues  indicate.  Above  average  strik¬ 
ing . 235.00 
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1868  EF-45 . 35.00 

1 860  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NCC).  Under 
magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiple 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist!  . 895.00 

18”1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ot 
light  golden  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  A  major 
rarity  in  business  strike  form.  You  may  have  to 
look  years  before  finding  its  equal. ...  1,450.00 
18T6  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  325.00 

Double  punched  date. 

1876  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275.00 

18  '  Proof-50.  A  lightly  circulated  specimen  of 
the  classic  rarity  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

Sharp  and  attractive . 1,495-00 

1879/8  Proof-58.  (ANACS  Cache).  Proof-58.  A 
lightly  circulated  example  of  a  coin  usually  seen 
only  in  higher  Proof  grades . 645.00 

1880  EF-45.  Very  elusive  date.  Much  more  avail¬ 
able  with  Proof  finish!  Rarely  seen  EF.  .595.00 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series. ...  795.00 

1881  Fletcher-01.  AU-50.  Double  punched 

date . 495.00 

1882  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 

high  grade . 895.00 

1883/2  Breen-2526.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning 
and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 795.00 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  Proof 
surfaces.  Brilliant.  Outstanding  quality!  795.00 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant,  beautiful.  425.00 
1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...295.00 
1883  Shield.  MS-60  (PCI) . 105.00 

l.iliiTlv  Heart  \ii  ki‘ls 

As  we  go  to  press:  We  like  Liberty  Head  nickels 
and  buy  nice  examples  whenever  they  are  offered. 
This  listing  includes  rare  dates  as  well  as  common 
ones,  a  great  selection  overall. 

Basic  information:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher 
grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

The  Liberty  Head  nickel  series  has  been  rather 
quiet  in  recent  years,  thus  affording  you  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  put  together  a  beautiful  set  for  a  very 
low  price. 

1  883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-64.  First  type  of 
the  year.  Brilliant . 450.00 


1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-63.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  re¬ 
flective  fields . 295.00 

1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We  just 
bought  a  nice  group  of  these — each  a  brilliant 

gem — and  offer  them  for,  each . 425.00 

The  1883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  In  the  1 880s 
much  print  was  devoted  to  the  rarity  of  the  issue,  with  the  result 
that  many  were  saved;  today  it  is  the  most  plentiful  of  all  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickels  in  Mint  State!  As  the  word  CENTS  appears 
nowhere  on  the  coin,  some  citizens  gold-plated  them  and  passed 
them  off  as  “$5  gold  pieces”  (which  were  of  similar  diameter). 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 49.00 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-65  (Hallmark). 
Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  design  type.  625.00 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful . 295.00 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  ton¬ 
ing .  245.00 

1885  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstanding 

specimen  of  the  date  among  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els  of  this  era.  High  quality,  classic  rarity,  and 
reasonable  price  combined . 825.00 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Very  rare  in  gem  Mint  State;  far  rarer  than 
Proof. .  1,195.00 

1 886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Rare 

in  business  strike  form . 825.00 

1887  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem.  259.00 

1888  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 190.00 

1 889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  light 

toning . 245.00 

1890  MS-64.  Lustrous . 245.00 

1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  135.00 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gem . 550.00 

1893  MS-60  (ANACS  Certificate) . 1 10.00 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1896  Proof-63  (PCI).  A  very  attractive  specimen 

with  light  iridescent  toning . 319.00 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  365.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  495.00 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck . 185.00 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  495.00 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 495.00 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 


Thanks  For  Your  Prompt  Action 

The  following  is  from  J.  T.,  of  New  York 
“Enclosed  is  check  in  the  amount  of 
$58.00  which  represents  payment  in  full 
for  one  1913-S  Buffalo  nickel  (AU-55) 
($55.00)  plus  $3.00  postage.  The  order 
was  phoned  in  today.  Thank  you  for  your 
prompt  action.” 


1 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 495.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165.00 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165.00 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1908  MS-63. (ANACS  Certificate) . 99.00 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  295.00 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165.00 

1911  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165.00 

191 1  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  165.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165.00 

1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen 

of  this  rare  variety. . 1,995.00 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National"  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  1 9 1 2-S  nickels  had  long  since 
disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  specimens 
can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare. 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  de¬ 
fined  in  hair  details  on  the  high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hall¬ 
mark  enabling  the  experienced  eye  to  identify  a  1 9 1 2-S  nickel 
without  even  seeing  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse!  apparently, 
all  pieces  were  struck  from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never 
seen  any  with  other  die  characteristics. 

1912-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  desired  of  all  coins  in 

the  nickel  five-cent  series . 1,250.00 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  this  key  issue.  1,250.00 

1 9 1 2-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen . 595.00 

1912-S  VF-30 . 349.00 

1912-S  VF-20 . 235.00 

llnflalo  Nickels 

As  we  go  to  press:  We  have  bought  dozens  of 
really  attractive  Buffalo  nickels  recently,  and  via 
this  listing  you  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire 
some  really  hard-to-find  pieces,  especially  among 
mintmarks  in  the  1910s  and  1920s  in  Mint  State. 
Once  you  hold  our  coins  in  your  hand  and  study 
them  carefully,  you  will  like  our  quality  and  value 
and  see  why  one  coin  often  sells  another. 

Basic  information:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popu¬ 
lar,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  inventory 
of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities  present  them¬ 
selves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  design  of  this 
denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and  choosing 
is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

1913  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous  with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty  from  a 

group  of  five  identical  quintuplets . 205.00 

1913  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45-00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-60  (PCI) . 39.00 

1913  Type  I.  EF-40 . 14.00 

191 3-D  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  255.00 
191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 255.00 


Page  14 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  100 


Coin  Quiz 

Mint ?  What  Mint ? 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  probably  shouldn't  be  doing  this,  but  we  give  clues 
somewhat  on  the  tricky  side  concerning  10  different  coin 
mints.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or  more  right, 
and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are 
in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct,  and 
should  join  the  Treasury  Department  as  its  expert  on  mint 
history! 

1 .  According  to  an  account  published  by  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby,  this  mint  em¬ 
ployed  a  guard  wearing  a 
hideous  mask  to  fright 
away  curiosity  seekers. 

a.  Tower  Mint,  Lon- 
don. 

b.  Machin’s  Mills. 

c.  Salt  Lake  City  mint 

(Mormon  coinage). 

d.  Guadalupe  y  Calvo 
Mint. 

2.  The  trade  dollars 
minted  by  this  institution 
were  alleged  to  be  of  the 
wrong  weight,  thus 

cheating  depositors  and  the  public.  However,  an  investiga¬ 
tion  showed  the  whole  claim  to  be  false,  an  effort  to  give  the 
mint  bad  publicity. 

a.  San  Francisco  Mint. 

b.  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co. 

c.  Philadelphia  Mint. 

d.  Carson  City  Mint. 

3  •  This  particular  mint  opened  in  a  building  owned  by 
Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward  and  earlier  used  for  private  coin¬ 
making. 

a.  San  Francisco  Mint. 

b.  Philadelphia  Mint. 

c.  Denver  Mint. 

d.  Carson  City  Mint. 

4.  A  state  museum  has  occupied  this  former  mint 
building  since  1942. 

a.  Philadelphia  Mint. 

b.  Ottawa  Mint. 


c.  Carson  City  Mint. 

d.  Norris,  Gregg  &  Norris  private  mint. 

5*  T  his  is  our  newest  mint;  earlier  it  was 
known  as  the  Bullion  Depository. 

a.  West  Point. 

b.  Fort  Knox. 

c.  New  York  Sub-Treasury. 

d.  Denver. 

6.  1925  Fort  Vancouver  commemorative 
halfdollars  bear  no  mintmark.  They  were  minted 
at  the: 

a.  Philadelphia  Mint. 

b.  San  Francisco  Mint. 

c.  Rouen  Mint. 

d.  Medallic  Art  Company. 

7  •  In  the  1850s  there  was  a  strong  movement  by  certain 
delegations  to  Congress  to  close  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  open 
one  in  its  stead  at: 

a.  Cuddebackville,  NY. 

b.  Washington,  DC. 

c.  Boston,  MA. 

d.  New  York  City. 

8.  This  group  of 
minters  or  would-be 
minters  packed  up 
coining  apparatus  and 
hauled  it  overland  to 
California  in  the  late 
1840s: 

a.  Massachusetts  & 
California  Co. 

b. Bechtler  family. 

c. Wass,  Molitor 
&  Co. 

d.  Parsons  &  Co. 

9*  Virginia  City, 
source  of  gold  and  silver  ore,  is  not  far  from  this  mint: 

a.  Philadelphia  Mint. 

b.  Denver  Mint. 

c.  Carson  City  Mint. 

d.  The  Dalles  (Oregon)  Mint  (proposed). 

10.  The  government  bought  a  building  and  other  facilities 
for  this  mint  in  1862. 

a.  Denver  Mint. 

b.  Carson  City  Mint. 

c.  Belleville,  NJ,  private  mint. 

d.  New  Orleans  Mint. 
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1913-D  lype  1.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1913-D  lype  l  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lightly  toned 


lustrous  gem . 1 19.00 

1913-D  lype  1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  70.00 

1913-S  rype  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .735.00 

1913- S  rype  1  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ol 

selected  quality.  . 735.00 

1913-S  lype  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  235.00 

1913-S  Type  I.  AU-50 . 56.00 

1913-S  Type  I.  EF-40 . 49.00 

1913  lype  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..375.00 
1913  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  1 19.00 

1913  Type  II.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1913  Type  II.  EF-40 . 15.00 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

delicate  iridescent  toning.  A  gem . 385.00 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  189.00 
1913-D  Type  II.  AU-55 .  140.00 


Superb  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<t 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 

grade  pieces  are  around) . 4,050.00 

1 9 1 3-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 975.00 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  595.00 

1913-SType  II.  AU-58  (PCI) . 325.00 

1913-S  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 310.00 

1913- SType  II.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1914  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Sharp  strike.  140.00 
1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lightly  struck  (but 

not  mentioned  on  the  holder) . 140.00 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning . 78.00 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  510.00 

1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329.00 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing .  329.00 

1914-D  MS-60 . 225.00 


1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 665.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  385.00 

1914-S  AU-55 . 63.00 

1914-S  AU-50 . 53.00 

1914-S  EF-45 . 45.00 

1914-S  EF-40 . 39.00 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold 

toning . 147.00 

1915  MS  63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 


1 91 5-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  deli¬ 


cate  toning . 365.00 

1 9 1 5-D  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  iridescent 

toning . 239.00 

191 5-D  AU-50 . 81.00 

191 5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 795.00 

191 5- S  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  375.00 
1916  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  .  1 12.00 
1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12.00 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 

display  attractive  rose  highlights . 539.00 

1 9 1 6-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  superb  quality.  . 295.00 

1916-D  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  195.00 


1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 195.00 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 609.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.350.00 

1916- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 219.00 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1917- D  MS-62. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370.00 

1917- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satinlike  surfaces. 

A  beauty! . 510.00 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265.00 

191 8- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
very  delicately  toned  specimen;  the  quality  of  this 
is  nicer  than  some  MS-65  coins  we’ve  seen!  A 
prize  item  for  the  advanced  collector.  ...  875.00 

1 9 1 8-D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 269.00 

1918- S  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 295.00 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned 

gem .  525.00 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning . 525.00 

1919  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...90.00 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  90.00 

1919- D  AU-58  (NGC) . 335.00 

1919-S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1919-S  EF-40 . 179.00 


Remarkable  1920  Nickel 
1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 3,050.00 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  toning 

over  frosty  surfaces.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest 
you’ll  ever  find  at  this  grade  level . 105.00 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 
with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,425.00 

1 920-D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 3 1  5.00 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rare  so 
nice . 1 ,425.00 

1920- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 255.00 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329.00 

1021  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1921- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,095.00 

1921-S  VI  -30  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  235.00 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 112.00 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lus- 


trous  golden  surfaces . 81 0.00 

1923- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  Rare  and  beautiful . 435.00 

1924- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 595.00 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  A  sharply  struck  and  very  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen,  a  thoroughly  memorable  example 
of  one  of  the  rarities  in  this  series  at  this  grade 


level . 3,050.00 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415.00 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133.00 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  81.00 

1925-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420.00 


Lustrous  1925-S  Rarity 
1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 


this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 2,075.00 

1925- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 239.00 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78.00 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78.00 

1926- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 865.00 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 98.00 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 560.00 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces . 295-00 

1927- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Highly  and  nearly  fully 

lustrous;  nicer  than  some  MS-60  coins  we’ve 
seen!!! . 140.00 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160.00 

1928-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625.00 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful .  625.00 

1928-S  MS-60 . 205.00 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329.00 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90.00 


1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  frosty. 
Elusive  so  nice.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  spe¬ 


cialist  and  connoisseur. . 1,595.00 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239.00 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 459.00 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459.00 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights. ..  175.00 

1930 MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.. . . . 1 19.00 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 
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NICKEL  EIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1930-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 609.00 

1930-S  MS-65  (PGGS).  Brilliant . 609.00 

1930  S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 289.00 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 289.00 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gent.  Buy  one  for 

just . 289.00 


The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1 .2  million  pieces  were  struck. 


1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1931-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78.00 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78.00 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem; 

one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen . 1,695.00 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269.00 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 269.00 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 269.00 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1934- D  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  495.00 

1935-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..225.00 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCfcs).  Brilliant . 225.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1935- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53.00 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78.00 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 41.00 

1936-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1936- S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  39.00 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 41.00 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30.00 

1937  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27.00 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 41.00 


1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  called  MS-60,  as  you  will 

see  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox . 665.00 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 
on  lustrous  surfaces . 625.00 


1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..225.00 


1937-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 


1 938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  133.00 


Mlersim  IMirkHs 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 5.00 

1942-PType  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 
1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We’ve  seen 
only  a  few  of  these . 495.00 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


and  /Td. eiena  ^feativie 


Currier  &  Ives 

Prints  For  Sale! 


From  Dave  Bowers’  Personal  Collection 


Trolling  for  Blue  fish 


One  of  the  finest  and  most 
colorful  of  all  Currier  &  Ives 
sporting  prints,  and  a 
nautical  scene  too.  Four  avid 
fishermen  are  at  the  stern  of 
a  small  sailboat;  one  takes  a 
prize  from  the  water.  In  the 
background  are  other 
sporting  vessels  and  in  the 
distance  a  rocky  headland. 

Image  size:  18”  x  27-1/2 " 

Size  as  framed:  33”  x  41-1/4" 
Price:  $12,500 


ARGUING  THE  POINT 


4 


■  "  ••  • ' ' 

i  - 


the  “Drew”  and  “St.  John’ 


A  very  colorful  scene  of  three 
men  seated,  one  holding  a 
newspaper  and  undoubtedly 
discussing  a  popular  topic  of 
the  day.  What  could  it  have 
been  in  1855— slavery, 
foreign  trade,  expansion  of 
the  frontier?  We  will  never 
know.  Lots  of  fascinating 
variety  and  detail. 

Image  size:  18-1/4"  x  24" 

Size  as  framed:  25-1/4"  x  31-1/2" 
Price:  $5,500 


This  is  a  detailed,  ornate 
scene  advertising  the  “The 
Grandest  Palace  Drawing 
Room  Steamships  in  the 
World"  which  sailed  every 
evening  on  the  Hudson  river 
between  New  York  and 
Albany.  To  the  left  and  right, 
schedules  are  given. 

Image  size:  21 "  x  34-1/2" 

Size  as  framed:  38"  x  48" 
Price:  $3,450 


Call  Toll-Free  for  our  Currier  &  Ives 
Catalogue—  1-800-222-5993 
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Mall  Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press:  Offered  are  quite  a  few  desir¬ 
able  halt  dimes.  The  1 830  V- 1  listed  below  isn’t  the 
world’s  greatest  rarity,  but  it  certainly  looks  fasci¬ 
nating  when  inspected  under  a  glass.  The  1 837  No 
Stars  issue  is  of  course  a  classic  and  is  needed  to 
complete  a  type  set,  perhaps  yours?  Other  half  dimes 
include  rarities  as  well  as  popular  issues.  Take  first 
pick  of  what  you  need. 

Basic  information:  There  are  two  important  ref¬ 
erence  books  in  the  half  dime  series.  Daniel  W. 
Valentine’s  study,  United  States  Half  Dimes,  describes 
issues  from  1794-1837  (“V”  numbers),  while  an 
informative  volume  by  A1  Blythe,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  is  useful  for 
the  collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 

1830  Valentine- 1,  Breen-2985.  MS-62.  Cover  hori¬ 
zontal  C  in  America . 475.00 

This  C/C  feature  is  quite  spectacular  when  viewed  un¬ 
der  low  magnification. 

1830  V-5b.  Rarity  5.  VF-20.  Small  scratch  on  re¬ 
verse . 125.00 

1831  V-l.EF-45 . 175.00 

1831  V-6.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 260.00 

1832  V- 1 .  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  1,295.00 

1834  V-l.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  iridescence. 
Design  features  show  bold  definition.  .295.00 

1 835  V-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem 

specimen . 995.00 

1835  V-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

delicate  golden  toning . 285.00 

1836V-4.  AU-50 . 210.00 


Half  Dime  Bonanza ! 


Place  any  order  from  this  extensive 
listing  of  beautiful  half  dimes  and  take 
a  full  10%  discount!  Just  be  sure  to 
ask  for  this  special  price  when  ordering. 


1837  V-l.  Large  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Gunmetal- 
blue  and  lilac  toning.  Last  year  of  the  design 
type .  595.00 

Liberty  Sealed  Hall  Dimes 

1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  de¬ 
sign . 1,950.00 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 
frosty  gem.  Perfect  for  your  type  set. ...  695.00 

Gem  1839  Half  Dime 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem 
specimen!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this 
one;  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 


tion .  2,795.00 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces.  A  splendid  coin . 750.00 


Memorable  Quality  1840  Half  Dime 


1840  With  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb, 
brilliant  coin  of  rare  beauty.  A  coin  for  the  fin¬ 
est  collection . 2,695.00 

1841-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  Early 
New  Orleans  issue . 395.00 


Frosty  Gem  1844  Half  Dime 


1844V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 
Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces. 
An  outstanding  example . 2,095.00 

1844  MS-64  (NGC).  A  well  struck,  frosty,  and 

beautiful  gem.  Delicate  toning.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  this  grade . 625.00 

1844-0  EF-45  (NGC) . 1,095.00 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  gor¬ 

geous  electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims, 
changing  to  magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters.  Undoubtedly  from  an  old-time  collection. 
You’ll  like  this  one! . 795.00 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 795.00 

1845  AU-50 . 110.00 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,895.00 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin. ..  375.00 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 1 0.00 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  975.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110.00 

1 854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  1 35.00 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 235.00 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

few  hints  of  delicate  toning . 975.00 

QUALITY!:  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  In 
that  way,  your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost, 
too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  been 
delivering  quality  coins  to  collectors,  deal¬ 
ers,  and  museums  ever  since  we  started 
business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have 
built  what  is  probably  America’s  most  suc¬ 
cessful  rare  coin  dealership. 

1856  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  Irosty  little 
cameo . 275.00 
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1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 675.00 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  climes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95.00 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 

type  set! . 1,650.00 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece. .  695.00 
1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725.00 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint  gem, 
richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue  and 
deep  gold.  A  prize  acquisition  for  the  connois¬ 


seur . 1,050.00 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395.00 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 

1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 
Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of '60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  thisjssue,  which  normally  is  very 
flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well  struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1 860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 
not  on  other  I860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  10%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 7,250.00 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less”  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned . 1 ,750.00 

1862  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,150.00 

If  you  don’t  already  have  a  copy  of  Neil  Carothers’  book, 
Fractional  Money,  in  your  library,  mention  this  to  Gail  Watson 
or  Beth  Piper  when  you  order  the  above  coin  and  we’ll  send  a 
copy  with  our  compliments.  1862  was  a  watershed  year  in 
the  history  of  American  coinage,  and  the  events  that  occurred 
that  July  are  well  worth  reading  about. 

Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series.  3,195.00 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid-1862  until  well  into  the  1870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864  Proof-65  (PCGS)  A  brilliant  cameo  gem 

specimen  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desired  dates 
in  the  entire  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur 
will  find  this  to  be  a  highlight  in  his  collec¬ 
tion .  1,995.00 

1864-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A 
high-grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of 


this  Civil  War  era  date . 1 ,295.00 

1 865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  1 8  in  date.  Lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  display  warm  golden  highlights. ...  495.00 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  at  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series . 1,450.00 

1866- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 135.00 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  type  coin . 699.00 

1867- S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 

lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue . 950.00 

1867- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem 

of  exceptional  quality. . 985.00 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in 
Mint  State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest 
in  collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1868 
date  was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem 
Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of 
chance.  Many  if  not  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of 
this  era  were  sent  to  the  Orient. 

1868-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1871-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  550.00 

1 871 - S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Attractive  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
over  deeply  frosted  surfaces . 1,195.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-63.  Attractive 

light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning . 249.00 

1872-S  AU-50  (PCI) . 59.00 

Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press:  Dimes  in  this  issue  begin  at  the 
beginning,  and  for  this  denomination  this  means  the 
year  1796.  After  that  will  be  found  many  other  is¬ 
sues  of  interest  and  importance,  such  as  a  notable 
1 827,  a  splendid  1 837  No-Stars,  the  key  1 845-0,  a 
rare  1853  sans  arrows  in  gem  preservation,  a  choice 
1853  with  arrows,  a  memorable  (condition-wise) 
1857-0,  a  superb  1873-S  with  arrows,  and  more. 

Basic  information:  Early  dimes  1796-1837  are 
described  with  “JR”  numbers,  short  for  John  Reich 
(an  early  engraver  at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the 
excellent  book  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  spe¬ 
cialist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  use¬ 
ful  volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence) , 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David 
W.  Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data 
pertaining  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  avail¬ 
ability.  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other 
series,  and  contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

Key  1796  Dime 

1796  John  Reich-1.  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache). 
Pleasing  light  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  First  year 
of  the  denomination.  Rare,  and  always  in  de¬ 
mand .  2,995.00 


1798/7  16  Stars.  VG-8  (NGC).  Light  gray-toned 
surfaces.  Rare  early  issue;  first  overdate  of  the 

denomination . 650.00 

1801  JR-2.  VF-30  (N(  i<  ).  Light  gray  .1,950.00 

JR-2  is  by  far  the  rarer  of  the  two  varieties  of  this  year; 
no  premium  is  charged  for  this  difference,  however.  Distin¬ 
guished  by  having  a  leaf  overlap  part  of  the  lower  area  of  the 
I  in  AMERICA  on  the  reverse. 

I';tli|)(‘il  liusl  lliincs 

1811/09  John  Reich- 1.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache). 


Light  gray  and  golden  surfaces . 1 ,395.00 

1821  JR-7.  VF-20.  Light  gray  surfaces . 109.00 

1821  JR-9.  Small  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  highly  lustrous.  Elusive  so  fine . 895.00 

1824/2  JR-1.  R-3.  AU-50.  Difficult  to  locate  in 
higher  grades  such  as  this . 1 ,095.00 


Possibly  Finest  Known! 
1827 JR-12 


1827  JR-12.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Possibly  the  finest 
known.  Finer  than  the  MS-63  coin  that  was 
the  best  seen  by  the  authors  of  Early  United 
States  Dimes  1796-1837 ■  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  early  date. 
Quite  possibly  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity 
for  the  variety  collector. . 3,975.00 

JR-12  represents  the  only  use  of  these  obverse  and  reverse 
dies;  that  is,  they  were  not  combined  with  any  other  dies. 


1828  JR-1.  Small  Date.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

silver  surfaces . 2,295.00 

1829  JR-6.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 

struck.  A  beautiful  specimen . 1,295.00 

1829  JR-6.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Obverse 
somewhat  prooflike . 395.00 

1 830/29  J R-4,  R-2.  AU-50 . 550.00 

liilHTlv  Still i‘il  Ilnurs 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1 837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. 
A  superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  short¬ 
lived  series . 3,650.00 

The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  stars  was  produced 
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m  the  halt  dime  and  dime  series  only  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  18  *7  and  at  the  Ness  Orleans  Mint  in  1838  (1838- 
O).  The  starless  obverse  was  inspired  by  Chict  Engraver 
C  hristian  Cobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  ot  1836. 


183"  No  Stars.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 375.00 

18-0-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 

equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100.00 

1847  AU-53  (NGC) . 1,595.00 

1850  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series. ..  1,850.00 

The  1 853  dime  without  arrows  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the  melt¬ 
ing  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February  2 1 , 
1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time 
they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  lace  value). 

1853  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Lightly  toned  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  MS-60  grade;  conserva¬ 
tively  graded  in  our  opinion . 525.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Popular  type  coin . 750.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous .  825.00 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  1,795. 00 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40 . 49.00 

Gem  1857-0  Dime 


1857- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 

with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 
New  Orleans  issue . 2,295.00 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750.00 

1858- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1,450.00 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 1,095.00 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gorgeous  blue 
and  rose  peripheral  toning . 1,095.00 

1 860-0  F-l  2.  Classic  rare  issue;  last  pre-Civil  War 
New  Orleans  dime . 750.00 

1869-S  MS-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<t 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,350.00 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 

1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Com¬ 
bined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high  grade, 
rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  specialist  and 
connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece  to  be  a 
highlight  in  his  or  her  collection . 3,495.00 

In  this  grade,  the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

1873-S  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  with  about 
99.44%  original  mint  lustre.  A  beauty!  575.00 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  A  very  important 
“type”  coin . 1,295.00 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1875-S  Breen-3378.  Mintmark  above  bow.  MS-63 
(ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  toning.  225.00 

1876  Proof-60.  Light  gray  toning.  Centennial 
year .  275.00 

1878  MS-62  (Hallmark). PQ . 185-00 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  frosty  gem  with  a 

whisper  of  light  toning.  Very  low  mintage  busi¬ 
ness  strike  issue . 1,650.00 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  875.00 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,395.00 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735.00 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,195.00 

Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heaton’s  treatise.  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1 886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  thus 
increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors. 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous,  beauti¬ 


ful .  435.00 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 775.00 

1889-S  MS-60 . 385.00 


1889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 

with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  key  is¬ 
sue . 385.00 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  925.00 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235.00 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

delicate  toning.  Somewhat  scarce;  mintage 
about  one-sixth  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 975.00 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike . 750.00 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 750.00 

1 890- S  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 1 50.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

touch  of  attractive  toning.  Last  year  of  Liberty 
Seated  coinage . 435.00 

1891  MS-63 . 215.00 

1891- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595.00 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1860. 

1891-0  MS-63.  Pale  golden  highlights.  Coined 


during  the  final  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  de¬ 
sign  type . 295.00 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675.00 


Barber  Himes 


As  we  go  to  press:  In  this  issue  you'll  find  a  gem 
Proof  1913,  and  many  other  interesting  pieces. 
1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type.  ...725.00 

1892-0  MS-60 . 155.00 

First  year  of  the  Barber  design.  The  New  Orleans  is¬ 
sue  is  many  times  rarer  than  the  Philadelphia  dime  of  this 


year. 

1892-0  EF-40. 


49.00 


1893-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  light  toning  over 


frosty  surfaces . .>...315.00 

1893-0  AU-50 . 175.00 

1900-S  AU-55 . 85.00 

1900-S  F-l 5 . 12.00 


1902-S  MS-62.  Lustrous,  with  some  marks.  495.00 


1903  AU-55 . 69.00 

1903-0  AU-50 . 115.00 


1903-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  fully  lustrous. 
Attractive  golden  toning.  A  key  date  Barber 
dime,  in  fact,  the  eighth  lowest  mintage  in  the 


series . 895.00 

1905- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 235.00 

1907- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous . 595.00 

1909  AU-50 . 59.00 


191 1  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 795.00 


1911  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1911  AU-50 . 59.00 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  beautiful 

gem.  Rare  so  nice . 725.00 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795.00 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179.00 

1912-D  EF-45 . 25.00 

19 12-S  AU-55 . 95.00 


1913  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem. 
An  outstanding  specimen  that  will  hold  its  own 
with  even  some  Proof-65  examples. ..  1 ,350.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 165.00 

1913  AU-58 . 75.00 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Above  average  qual¬ 
ity.  . 725.00 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 59.00 


Mertiiry  Himes 

As  we  go  to  press:  Our  recent  buying  trips  have 
yielded  quite  a  few  Mint  State  and  other  high-grade 
Mercury  dimes;  not  enough  to  completely  go 
around,  we  are  sure,  but  enough  to  make  a  nice 
presentation  here.  This  reminds  us  to  suggest  that 
you  order  as  early  as  you  can,  for  most  pieces  dated 
before  about  1935  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock, 
and  the  early  bird  gets  the  coin.  You’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity.  We’ve  picked  out  some  real  beauties! 

Basic  information:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
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Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB . 1 12.00 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 12.00 
1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the  time 
of  issue.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only  ....  63.00 
1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  63.00 
1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  49.00 

Choice,  Lustrous  1916-D  10<f 

1916-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  that  is  nicer  than  some  we  have  seen  in 
MS-60  through  MS-62!!!  A  great  find  made  by 
Mark  Borckardt  on  our  recent  trip.  We  pass  our 
good  fortune  on  to  you.  If  you’ve  been  seeking 
a  quality  coin,  this  is  it!  . 4,525.00 

Splendid  EF-40  1916-D  Dime 

1916-D  Mercury  EF-40  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck. 
Lightly  toned.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 

famous  rarity.  . 2,850.00 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year 
of  issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime 
rarity  for  more  than  75  years 

1916-D  Mercury  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  very  desir¬ 
able  specimen  of  the  classic  rarity  in  the  series. 
Attractively  toned . 1,795.00 

1916- S  MS-62  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63.00 

1917  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men .  1 ,260.00 

1917-D  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 133.00 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  Full  Band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,325.00 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
frosty,  and  everything  else  you  might  want! 
Quality  such  as  this  is  very  elusive.  ..  1,695.00 
1917-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful 

gem!  Exceptional  quality. . 459.00 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  Quite  close  to  the  Full  Band 
status . 345.00 

1917- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1918  MS-62  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1918- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 

mottled  light  brown  toning . 255.00 

1918-D  MS-62 '(PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485.00 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259.00 

1919  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality.  . 1,995.00 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 770.00 

1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  especially 
frosty,  an  outstanding  early  Mercury  dime.  If 
quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  like  this  one!  475.00 


1919-D  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  175.00 

1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  coin.  ...840.00 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  this  quality. . 1,125.00 

1920  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty- . 350.00 

1920-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1920- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 

areas  of  toning . 945.00 

1921  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous 

specimen  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized 
of  all  20th  century  American  silver  coins.  A 
gem! . 2,050.00 

1921- D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Much  lustre  is  evi¬ 


dent.  A  thoroughly  excellent  specimen. ..  910.00 

1923  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Sel¬ 


dom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,625.00 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden 

highlights.  Scarce  and  popular . 810.00 

1923-S  MS-63.  Light  toning  over  lustrous 
fields . 395.00 

1923- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 420.00 

1924  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1924- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 


1 924-S  MS-64(PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at  this 
level;  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 
the  quality-conscious  specialist . 910.00 


and  /Id.e’ie-na  #7 


Susan  B.  Anthony 


1981  PDS  Susan  B. 

Anthony  dollar  set. 

Order  one  of  these  beautiful  sets,  mint  sealed  in  pliofilm 
and  housed  in  original  green  United  States  Mint  envelopes. 
These  three-coin  sets  from  the  final  year  of  this  short-lived 
series  (1979-1981)  are  the  scarcest  dates  among  those  three 
years.  In  fact,  the  business  strike  mintage  of  any  1981  P,  D, 
or  S  Anthony  dollar  is  lower  than  any  Proof 
mintage  in  the  series!  Add  this 
scarce  modern-day  set  to  your 
coin  collection!  Our  quantities 
are  limited,  so  order  a  three- 
piece  set  now  for  only... 


To  Order,  Call  Toll-Free- 1-800-222-5993 


j 
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1924  S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 126.00 

1925-D  MS- 6*  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 

Quality! . 1,625.00 

1 1)2^  D  U  58  (ANACS  Cache) . 245.00 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  1,450.00 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133.00 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665.00 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 525.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An¬ 
other  ot  the  many  Mercury  dimes  we  bought  on 
our  recent  trip — some  inexpensive  and  others 
great  rarities,  but  all  of  high  quality. . 315.00 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade.  1,965.00 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 

delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1,625.00 

1927  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,260.00 

1927- D  MS-62  FB.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 560.00 

1928  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 510.00 

1928-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 580.00 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 580.00 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

splashes  of  toning  on  the  obverse . 350.00 

1928- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 589.00 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239.00 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 41.00 

1929- S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 420.00 

1930  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1930- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1931  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133.00 

1931- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always 
popular  due  to  its  very  low  mintage.  ...350.00 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCGS).’ Brilliant . 269.00 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCI).  A  frosty  gem.  Virtually  full 
bands  on  the  reverse  (no  charge  for  this!). 269.00 
1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1934  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

iridescent  toning . 210.00 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1935  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1935  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26.00 

1935- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1936  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255.00 

1936-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1936- S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1937  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53.00 

1937- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1937- S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning . 1 85.00 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12.00 

1938  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1 938-  D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1 938- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 


1938- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133.00 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30.00 

1939-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399.00 

1939- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12.00 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32.00 

1940  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2600 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 23.00 

1940- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1 942/ 1  -D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

light  golden  toning.  Nearly  all  original  mint 

lustre  remains . 975.00 

1942/1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 
1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575.00 

1942  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26.00 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20.00 

1942- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1942- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1943-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22.00 

1943-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces . 36.00 

1943- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1944  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63.00 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26.00 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1944- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1944-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group 

of  several  dozen  sparkling  beauties.  Buy  one 

for: . 20.00 

1944-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8.00 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18.00 

1945- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 


Order  Today,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  about  our  overnight  Federal 
Express  service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under 
$500;  FREE  above  that  amount.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  street  ad¬ 
dresses  anywhere  in  the 
USA! 

Telephone  your  or¬ 
der  TODAY  by  2  p.m. 

Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them  to¬ 
morrow! 


1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  195.00 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30.00 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525.00 


1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces, 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates 


or  Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1,295.00 

IhmscvHl  Dimes 

1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3.00 


1970  “No  S  mintmark.”  Proof-66  (PCGS).  From 
a  small  number  of  error  1970-S  coins  produced 
this  year.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 
delicate  iridescent  toning.  First  we’ve  offered  in 
a  long  while . 549.00 

2ik  Pieces 

As  we  go  to  press:  20<t  pieces  are  a  brief  series — 
somewhat  akin  to  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  this  re¬ 
gard — and,  typically,  we  don’t  have  many  of  them. 
However,  this  issue  you  are  in  luck!  We  have  some 
truly  fabulous  quality  coins,  any  one  of  which  you 
will  enjoy  owning. 

1875-CC  AU-55 . . . 610.00 

1875-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Much  lustre 
remains.  Lightly  struck  on  the  reverse.  495.00 
1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  gem 
specimen  with  satiny  surfaces  and  deep  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 

collection . 1 ,950.00 

The  primary  call  for  20-cent  pieces  came  from  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  was  only  natural  that  San  Francisco  should  be 
selected  as  the  prime  mint  for  their  coinage.  No  sooner  had 
the  new  denomination  been  placed  into  circulation  than  the 
public  confused  the  pieces  with  somewhat  similarly  sized 
quarter  dollars.  Thus,  large-scale  business  strike  production 
was  curtailed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  1876  further 
attenuated.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  denomination, 
only  Proofs  were  made  for  collectors. 

1875-S  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Highly  lus¬ 


trous .  395.00 

1875-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 195.00 

1875-S  VF-20 . 119.00 

1875-S  F-12 . 79.00 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20 <t 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  11  you  have  an 
eye  for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one!  ...2,450.00 
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Gem  1876  20<t 

1876  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  is¬ 
sue.  A  gem  of  the  first  quality,  this  rarity  will 
delight  the  connoisseur.  Years  can  pass  between 
offers  of  such  a  beautiful  coin . 2,795.00 


1878  20<t  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as 
the  last  year  of  this  short-lived  series.  3,250.00 
1878  Proof-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Gray  and  lilac 
toning.  Needle-sharp  details.  Important  rar¬ 
ity. .  1,695.00 

Quarter  Dollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Something  for  everyone.  This 
expression  may  well  describe  our  offering  of  quar¬ 
ter  dollars,  which  includes  desirable  specimens  of 
most  design  types.  Note  that  there  is  an  extensive 
offering  of  Capped  Bust  quarters  by  die  varieties, 
these  being  from  a  nice  collection  added  to  stock. 

Basic  information:  Quarter  dollars  of  the  1 796- 
1838  years  are  described  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Brown¬ 
ing  (“B”  numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Col¬ 
lectors  of  later  quarters  will  find  such  studies  as 
Larry  Briggs’  excellent  study  on  Liberty  Seated 
coins.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters 
(David  Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty  Quarters 
(J.H.  Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their  nu¬ 
mismatic  pursuit. 

Ilraiied  lilts!  Quarters 


Rare  1804  Quarter 


1804  Browning-1.  R-3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Attractive 

medium  gray.  Rare  in  all  grades . 2,350.00 

The  1804  has  the  combined  appeal  of  being  a  rare  date 
plus  the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type. 

1805  B-l,  R-5.  VG-8 . 295.00 

1805  B-4,  R-4.  F-12 . 395.00 

1 805  B-5.  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  gray  and 


lilac  toned  surfaces.  Excellent  definition  of  de¬ 


tails  for  the  grade . 1 ,250.00 

1806/5  B-l,  R-2.  F-12 . 350.00 

1 806  B-3.  VF-25  (NGC).  Silver  gray  surfaces.  Ifyou 
look  carefully  and  in  the  right  areas  of  the  reverse 
you  can  see  a  hint  of  original  lustre .  825.00 

1806  B-3,  F- 1 5 . 385.00 

1806  B-4,  R-3.  F-15 . 495.00 

1806  B-9,  F-15 . 395.00 

1806  B-9.  F-12 . 375.00 

1807  B-l,  R-2.  F-15 . 395.00 

1807  B-l.  G-5.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 199.00 

l  aniH‘(l  linsl  (Miailm 

1815  B-l.  F-15 . 175.00 

1818B-2.  VG-10 . 95.00 

1818  B-3.  VG-10 . 95.00 

1818  B-4,  R-2.  F-15 . 185.00 

1818  B-4,  R-2.  F-12 . 125.00 

1818  B-6,  R-5.  Late  die  state.  F-15 . 250.00 

1818  B-5,  R-4.  F-15 . 195.00 

1818  B-8,  R-3.  F-12 . 135.00 

1818  B-10,  R-4.  F-12 . 145.00 

1819  B-l,  R-4.  F-12 . 215.00 

1819  B-2,  R-3.  F-15 . 145.00 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165.00 

1819  B-3.  F-12.  Early  die  state . 135.00 

1820  B-l,  R-3.  F-15 . 145.00 

1820  B-2,  R-2.  F-15 . 195.00 

1820  B-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache). 

Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  825.00 

1820  B-5.  R-5.  F- 1 2 . 265.00 

1821  B-l,  R-2.  VF-20 . 275.00 

1821  B-2,  R-3.  VF-30 . 325.00 

1821  B-3,  R-2.  VF-20 . 275.00 

1821  B-4,  R-2.  F-12 . 110.00 

1822  B-l,  R-3.  F-12 . 135.00 

1824  B-l,  R-3.  F-15 . 265.00 

1825  B-l,  R-5.  VF-20 . 625.00 

1825  B-2,  R-2.  VF-30 . 395.00 

1828  B-l,  R-2.  VF-20 . 275.00 

1828  B-3.  R-4.  25  over  50C.  VF-35.  Attractive 

light  toning . 1,095.00 


This  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  certain  1822 
quarter  dollars.  The  engraver  thought  he  was  working  on  a 
half  dollar,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected  the  denomi¬ 


nation  to  read  25C. 

1828  B-4,  R-3.  VF-30 . 350.00 

1834  B-l.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray.  . 245.00 

1838  B-l.AU-50 . 495.00 


FilHTlySealiMl  Huarlm 

As  we  go  to  press:  What  better  way  to  start  our 
listing  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  in  Rare  Coin  Re- 

Don 't  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  The  same  30- 
day  guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with 
coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


view  No.  106  than  by  presenting  a  really  sparkling 
1 839  No  Drapery?  From  that  point  you’ll  find  mans 
other  dates  and  varieties  from  which  to  choose. 

Lustrous  1839  Quarter 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  Ever  popular  for  type 

sets .  3,650.00 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  silver 
gray  surfaces . 875.00 

1840- 0  With  Drapery.  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned 

surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  year 
this  denomination  was  struck  in  New  Or¬ 
leans .  495.00 

1841- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 695.00 

1844-0  AU-50.  Gray  and  iridescent  toning.  395.00 
1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 

prooflike,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  1847  quar¬ 


ters  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint . 1,950.00 

1851-0  VF-30 . 725.00 

185 1-0  VF-20 . 625.00 


Gem  1853  Arrows  Quarter 


1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply 
struck  and  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned  gem.  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  design,  produced 
only  this  year.  Essential  for  a  type  set.  The  con¬ 
noisseur  will  like  this  one! . 4,750.00 

Arrows  at  the  date  on  the  obverse  and  rays  surrounding  the 
eagle  on  the  reverse  were  added  to  quarters  (and  halt  dollars) 
minted  in  conformity  to  the  Mint  Act  of  Feb.  21,  1853.  In 
1 854,  the  reverse  rat's  were  dropped  on  both  denominations, 
thus  isolating  the  1853  as  the  only  year  of  its  design  type. 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58.  Brilliant.  .695.00 
1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50.  Attractive  light 

toning . 1 ,495.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 ,495.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1 855  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 295.00 

1856- 0  AU-55.  Nearly  full  original  mint  lustre. 

Very  rare  so  choice.  High-grade  examples  of 
1856-0  are  rarely  seen . 995.00 

1857- 0  AU-50 . 395.00 

1857-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  major  rarity  in  F  or 

VF,  the  1857-S  in  AU  is  incredibly  rare.  It 
Liberty  Seated  quarters  are  your  forte,  you’ll 
like  this  one.  Light  golden  toning  over  lus- 
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trous  surfaces .  1,195.00 

1860-0  AU  50  (NGC) . 375.00 

1863  AL  80  (NGC).  Light  gray  surfaces  with  at¬ 
tractive  blue  toning  around  the  rims.  ..465.00 

1863  EF-40 . 185.00 

1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this  ech¬ 
elon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  appreciate  this  beautiful  piece.  1,750.00 

18^8-CC  AU-55.  Most  lustre  still  remains.  350.00 

1878-CC  EF-40 . 110.00 

1 88 1  MS-62  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Very 

rare  in  business  strike  form . 875.00 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age . 1,195.00 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue . 1,850.00 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995.00 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1 940s  and  1 950s, 
and  obtained  over  1 00  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

If  you  don’t  agree  that  this  coin  is  aesthetically  nicer  than 
any  MS-61  or  MS-62  coin  you’ve  seen,  just  send  it  back  for 
a  refund.  The  coin  is,  indeed,  an  impressive  example. 

1888-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  995.00 

Barber  lliiailers 

As  we  go  to  press:  The  highlight  of  this  listing  is 
a  rare  1896-S  quarter  Mark  Borckardt  picked  up 
on  the  West  Coast,  not  far  from  where  it  was  minted 
99  years  ago.  Beyond  that,  there  are  many  other 
interesting  selections  from  1892  to  1916. 


1892  AU-53 . 145.00 

1 892- 0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 2 1 0.00 

1893  VF-30 . 42.00 

1893  VF-20 . 35.00 

1893- 0  EF-45 . 110.00 

1894  AU-53  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1895  EF-45 . 79.00 

1895-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality!  Su¬ 
perb  frosty  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  with 
this  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal . 995.00 

1 895-0  AU-58 . 325.00 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 235.00 


Gem  1896-0  Quarter 


1896-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  light  golden  toning  on  the 
reverse.  This  coin  is  so  exciting  that  just  see¬ 
ing  it  makes  your  cataloguer  want  to  drop 
everything  and  start  collecting  Barber  quar¬ 


ters!  A  combination  of  high  numerical  grade 
plus  superb  aesthetic  quality  in  an  1896-0 

is  rare,  rare,  rare! . 4,295.00 

1896-0  VF-25.  Scarce  in  VF  and  higher  grades. 
One  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series . 255.00 


Famous  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  tiny  obverse  line 
scratch  is  hidden  by  light  golden  toning,  other¬ 
wise  the  folks  at  NGC  probably  would  have 
called  it  MS-63  or  better.  Actually,  the  reverse 
if  graded  on  its  own  is  an  MS-65.  The  1 896-S 
is  one  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series,  the  others  being  the  1901-S  and 

1913-S.  In  terms  of  Mint  State  specimens  in 
our  stock  over  the  years,  we  have  had  fewer 
1896-S  than  the  others . 6,795.00 

In  1896  interest  in  collecting  mintmark  varieties  was  in 
its  infancy.  So  far  as  we  know,  not  even  one  original  mint  roll 
of  1896-S  quarters  was  set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue.  The 
survival  of  Mint  State  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
On  the  other  hand,  A.C.  Gies  of  Pittsburgh,  PA,  is  said  (by 
Walter  Breen)  to  have  had  a  roll  each  of  every  Barber  quarter 
date  and  mintmark  from  1901  to  1916. 


1897  VF-20 . 35.00 

1897-S  EF-40.  Rare  in  all  grades . 295.00 

1897-S  G-5 . 12.00 

1901- 0  VF-25 .  195.00 

1902  AU-50 .  135.00 

1902  EF-45 . 79.00 

1902  EF-40 . 85.00 

1902- 0  EF-40 . 119.00 

1902-0  VF-35 . 59.00 


1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

small  toning  spot  is  evident  on  Liberty’s 

neck . 795.00 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 99.00 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219.00 

1905- S  F-12 . 35.00 

1906- D  AU-55 .  185.00 

1906-0  F-15 . 35.00 

1907  AU-58  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1908-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  295.00 

1908-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195.00 


1908-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  345.00 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned.  235.00 

1908-S  VG-8 . 19.00 

1909  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem . 1,350.00 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  575.00 

1910  AU-50 .  145.00 

1912  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  beautiful!  525.00 

1912  AU-55 .  145.00 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 

more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor .  1,350.00 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395.00 


1913  F-15 . 75.00 

1913-1)  AU-55  (PCGS) . 210.00 

191 3- D  VF-25 . 49.00 

1914- D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 165.00 


1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 


set . 595.00 

1915  MS-60 . 185.00 

1915-S  AU-50 . 225.00 


1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  at¬ 
tractive . 495.00 


Xlamlino  Lilm  lv  Huailm 

As  we  go  to  press:  From  the  rare  1916' through 
to  the  end  of  the  series  our  selection  of  these  beau¬ 
tiful  coins  is  quite  extensive  and  covers  many  dif¬ 
ferent  higher  grade  levels. 

1916  F-15.  Light  silver  surfaces.  An  excellent  speci¬ 
men  of  the  landmark  rarity — and  first  date  of 
issue — in  the  Standing  Liberty  series.  1 ,895.00 

1917  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly,  this  is 

one  of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty  quarters  on 
the  planet . 1,750.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  750.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...395.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 995.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 1 89.00 

1917  Type  II.  MS-63  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  275.00 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding 

gem!  Rare  so  fine . 1,495.00 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995.00 

1 9 1 7- S  Type  II.  MS-61  (NGC) . 195.00 

191 8  AU-50 . 89.00 

1 918- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 795.00 

1 918-D  EF-45 . 99.00 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735.00 

1 91 8-S  AU-50 . 89.00 

1919  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  495.00 

1919  AU-55  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1919  AU-50 . 99.00 

1920  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  a 

superb  strike.  One  of  the  very  finest  we’ve  ever 
seen  of  this  early  date . 1,975.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1920  MS-62  (NGC) . 139.00 

1920  AU-58  FH  (NGC) . 1 19.00 

1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 1 ,450.00 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,295.00 

The  1921  is  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  among  the  Type  II  issues  (1917  to  1930). 

1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  coin 
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News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


BUFFALOS  ARE  BACK;  One  of  our  favor 
itc  clients  called  the  other  day  to  see  about  find¬ 
ing  some  rolls  of  worn  Buffalo  nickels  to  spend 
one  at  a  time  in  his  home  town.  The  idea  has 
been  used  in  the  past  by  the  ANA  and  Krause 
Publications,  who  have  put  1914-1)  cents  and 
such  things  back  into  circulation  in  order  to 
whet  the  public’s  interest.  (This  makes  the  coins 
rarer,  too,  if  they  aren't  found!) 


WELCOME  BACK!  Reader  H.P.  of  Florida  contacted 
us  the  other  day  and  said  that  the  most  recent  catalogue  he 
had  from  us  was  dated  1961.  Now  he  was  back  into  the 
hobby  and  wanted  to  see  what  we  were  doing.  By  the  same 
day's  mail  went  a  copy  of  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review. 

THE  “EB”  OBSOLETE  IN  PRINTED  FORM?  Some¬ 
one  recently  told  us  that  we 
shouldn’t  buy  a  new  set  of  the 
Encyclopedia  Britannica. 

“Books  are  obsolete,  wait  for 
the  CD.”  Actually,  we  heard 
that  for  only  $5,000  one  can 
acfcess  the  E.B.  online.  Mean¬ 
while,  we  ll  continue  using 
our  old  (c.  1970)  printed  set. 


•JH f  * 
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SOMETIMES  OBSCURE  ITEMS  can 
bring  record  auction  prices.  In  a  recent  sale  we 
had  several  “hobo”  nickels — these  being  interest¬ 
ing  artistic  items  carved  in  the  1 930s  to  make  the 
Indians  on  Buffalo  nickels  look  like  hobos,  base¬ 
ball  players,  or  whatever.  A  recent  newsletter  of 
the  Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society  noted  in  part: 
“Word  hit  [the  hobo  nickel  hobby]  like  a  ton  of  bricks  when  the 
three  hobo  nickels  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  sold.  The 
first  brought  $700,  the  second  $650,  and  the  third  $550.  We 
couldn’t  believe  our  ears.  We  were  told  that  one  young  man  had 
purchased  two  of  them— but  no  one  knew  who  it  was...” 

HOW  MANY  EYES  are  there  on  a  $  1  bill?  Well,  we  haven’t 

counted,  but  this  question, 
apparently  not  a  tricky  one, 
was  recently  aired  on  a  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  radio  station  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  communi¬ 
cation  received  from  Bob 
Leuver.  When  you  look  at 
your  dollar  bill  and  I  look  at 
mine,  we  ll  both  know  the  an¬ 
swer. 


MORE  COINS?  NO 
COINS?  It  depends  on  what 

you  read.  On  one  hand  some  popular  writers  (outside  of  the 
numismatic  field)  say  that  coins  will  be  rendered  obsolete 
by  bank  cards  and  computer  transactions.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  read  that  more  coins  will  be  made  (as  indeed  they  have 
been  in  recent  years)  to  take  care  of  sales  taxes,  etc.,  even 
possibly  with  new  denominations  to  become  popular  such 
as  the  $1  now  being  designed  to  replace  the  $1  bill. 

LOTS  OF  RUMORS  concerning  the  new  1 995  Doubled 
Die  cent.  A  good  wrap-up  on  the  entire  situation  was  recently 
published  by  Eric  von  Klinger  in  Numismatic  News.  Your 
editor  saw  the  first  one  and  was  a  bit  disappointed  that  the 
doubling  was  not  as  strong  as  hoped  for,  mainly  on  the  word 
LIBERTY,  and  not  at  all  a  challenge  to  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  cent  or,  for  that  matter,  the  1972  Doubled  Die  cent. 
However,  a  variety  is  a  variety,  and  certainly  it  has  done  a  lot 
to  stimulate  coin  collecting.  Don  Nichels,  Director  of  Public 
Affairs  at  the  Mint,  stated  that  the  Mint  had  been  deluged  with 
phone  calls  on  it,  including  rumors  that  the  Mint  would  pay 
$200  for  any  one  turned  in,  that  the  Mint  was  buying  them 
all  back  in  order  to  cull  out  the  errors,  and  so  on — interesting 
rumors  which  years  from  now  will  make  nice  fireside  coin  sto¬ 
ries.  Meanwhile,  the  price  has  yet  to  settle  out  and  has  been 
drifting  far  downward  from  over  $200  per  coin.  No  matter 
how  you  look  at  it,  the  variety  is  good  for  the  hobby. 


OUR  FRIEND  Bob 
King — he  of  fireplug  collecting  fame  (mentioned  earlier  in  one 
of  our  This  and  That  columns) — just  wrote  with  something  else 
interesting — a  friend  of  his  operating  a  dragline  bucket  in  a  pond 
found  a  cluster  of  23  snapping  turtles  all  hibernating  together. 
As  a  sometime  herpetologist  with  an  interest  in  turtles  (four  of 
them  at  home),  we  didn’t  know  that  they  hibernated  in  clusters. 

AUTOGRAPH  COLLECTORS  BEWARE:  “Anthony 
Hopkins,  who  is  to  play  Richard  Nixon  in  Oliver  Stone’s  movie 
about  the  former  president,  has  taken  to  giving  out  Nixon's 
autograph  in  preparation  for  the  role.  At  dinner  the  other  day 
at  a  restaurant  in  Washington,  Hopkins  signed  the  menu  of  an 
admirer  with,  ‘I’m  not  a  crook.  Richard  Milhous  Nixon.  ( In¬ 
ternational  Herald  Tribune) 

WOLFEBORO  has  recently  been  named  one  of  the  five  top 
scenic  attractions  of  New  Hampshire — in  fact,  the  only  town 
so  named  (the  others  were  districts  or  natural  attractions). 

MICKEY  MOUSE  MONEY  issued  by  The  Walt  Disney 
Company  received  a  lot  of  publicity  a  few  years  ago  when  this 
“paper  money  was  announced — complete  with  a  promotion 
to  coin  collectors.  These  well-made  “bills”  are  spendable  at  such 
places  as  Disney  World,  Disneyland,  and  Disney  stores.  Now 
according  to  a  recent  article  in  Coin  World  by  Michelle  Orzano, 
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“ several  tow  ns  in  Western  Massachusetts  have  begun  using  locally  pro¬ 
duced  scrip-  local  currency  lor  community  prosperity’ — in  hopes  of 
increasing  or  creating  business  opportunities  for  their  citizens.”  Of 
course,  readers  realize  that  this  is  nothing  new — private  scrip  has  been 
issued  tor  a  long  time,  including  issues  circulated  in  the  18th  and  19th 
centuries  in  America  by  such  diverse  entities  as  glass  factories,  turn¬ 
pikes,  railroads,  and  towns.  In  recent  years  north  in  Canada  metallic 
"trade  dollars  have  been  produced.  We've  otten  thought  it  would  be 
interesting  it  merchants  in  a  specific  town  such  as  our  own  Wolfeboro 
would  issue  "trade  dollars”  with  dates  on  them — or  perhaps  on  a  na¬ 
tional  basis  coin  dealers  could  do  this.  However,  it  might  get  wildly 
out  of  control  such  as  sports  cards,  etc.,  and  in  the  end  leave  no  one 
with  a  teeling  of  satisfaction.  Anyway,  this  article  caught  our  eye. 

MORE  ON  THE  1995  DOUBLED  DIE  CENT:  A  recent  ar¬ 
ticle  in  Coin  World  by  William  T.  Gibbs  gives  a  wrap  up  about 
knowledge  of  this  coin,  noting  the  first  was 
discovered  in  Bridgeport,  CT,  on  Sunday, 

February  19th,  and  that  Brink’s  may  have 
processed  a  very  large  quantity  ol  these  in 
a  facility  in  Jessup,  MD,  in  a  shipment  de¬ 
livered  directly  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  arriving  on  February  15-16.  Brink’s 
counts  the  coins  and  wraps  them  in  rolls, 
and  “supplies  commercial  customers  in 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  parts  of  West 
Virginia,  where  most  of  the  specimens  in 
the  new  variety  found  thus  far  have  sur¬ 
faced.”  Further,  “the  Mint  ships  coins  to 
Brink’s  in  bins  rather  than  in  bags,  with  a 
bin  of  cents  containing  $4,000  face  value 
or  400,000  pieces.  The  coins  are  dumped  from  the  bins  into  the 
counting  machines  with  misshapen  coins  being  rejected.  The  count¬ 
ing  machine  had  no  way  of  detecting  the  Doubled  Die  coins.”  I  his 
raises  the  question  of  what  Brink’s  does  with  the  “misshapen  coins.” 
Further,  we  sniff  a  new  collecting  format — we  can  just  see  it:  “$4,000 
bins  of  Lincoln  cents.  Be  the  first  on  your  block  to  own  one.”  Don’t 
laugh.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  big  trade  in  multi-carton  sealed 
boxes  of  sports  cards. 

“AMERICA  HAS  WAITED  130  years  for  these  coins,”  reads  a 
U.S.  Mint  advertisement  for  1994  Civil  War  battlefield  commemo- 
ratives.  This  may  be  true,  but  we  haven’t  heard  much  about  a  pent- 
up  demand  until  now.  What  we  havebttn  waiting  for — for  203  years 
now — is  some  commemorative  coin  observing  the  200th  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  the  first  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1792.  That  anniver¬ 
sary  passed — and  no  coin.  Then  came  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
1793  cent  and  half  cent — still  no  commemorative.  Then  last  year  in 
1994  came  the  200th  anniversary  ol  the  first  U.S.  silver  coin  mint¬ 
ages — still  no  commemoratives.  Now  in  1995  we  have  the  200th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  first  gold  coin  production  (consisting  of  $5  pieces  de¬ 
livered  in  July  1795) — still  no  commemorative  coin.  I  suppose  if  some¬ 
one  came  up  with  a  design  portraying  a  popular  congressman  it  would 
have  a  chance  of  passing.  After  all,  numismatic  history  and  coin  collect¬ 
ing  sometimes  finish  last. 

A  RECENT  ISSUE  OF  FORBES  magazine  had  as  its  front  page 
article.  Forget  Wall  Street — go  to  Main  Street:  America’s  smartest 


investors  are  staking  hometown  businesses.”  We  have  long  been  a  fan 
ol  the  philosophy  that  quality  is  more  important  than  quantity,  and 
we  also  saw  this  reflected  in  another  article  recently — one  about  Lands’ 
End,  from  whom  we  buy  clothing  now  and  then.  It  seems  that  this 
company  has  chucked  the  “big  business”  philosophy  and  is  going  back 
to  its  “down  home”  attitude  towards  customers — which  we  think  is  a 
good  idea. 

UNINTENDED  PUN?  A  recent  Iront  page  article  in  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  stated  that  the  Eurotunnel  under  the  English  Chan¬ 
nel  from  England  to  France  had  high  debt  that  could  force  it  to  seek 
a  bailout.  We  like  such  unintentional  (presumably)  puns,  and  in  re¬ 
searching  the  history  of  our  town  for  a  Wolfeboro  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  project  came  across  quite  a  few  including  these:  A  local  orches¬ 
tra  had  played  to  diminishing  audiences  and  was  forced  to  disband. 
Water  District  bonds  were  to  be  paid  lor  by  the  users  and  thus  were 

sell  -liquidating.  The  building  of 
a  new  fence  around  a  cemetery 
was  a  big  undertaking. 

HINT  OF  THE  WEEK: 
When  traveling  take  a  100  watt 
bulb  with  you  for  your  bedside 
lamp.  It  seems  that  il  there  were 
such  a  thing  as  a  half-watt  bulb 
available  certain  hotel  chains 
would  use  them. 


HAVE  A  FRIEND  who  is  in¬ 
terested  in  coin  collecting  but 
who  does  not  receive  our  cata¬ 
logues?  Drop  your  editor  (Dave  Bowers)  a  note,  and  he’ll  send  a  copy 
of  a  recent  catalogue  or  two  plus  a  commentary  that  these  are  being 
sent  with  your  compliments.  We  have  often  found  in  our  business  that 
one  satisfied  customer  begets  another. 

A  NICE  COMMENT  by  Larry  D.  McNabb  appeared  as  the  lead 
paragraph  in  his  article  in  The  Numismatist  recently:  “I  must  have  a 
story.  As  a  numismatist  with  more  than  20  years  of  collecting,  experi¬ 
ence,  I  have  long  since  stopped  using  the  bullion  value  ol  a  coin  as  the 
primary  determinant  of  my  decision  to  purchase.  A  coin  must  have  a 
story  or  it  holds  no  interest  for  me.  I  have  spent  hours  reading  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  On  the 
other  hand,  any  standard  catalogue  ol  coin  values  cures  my  insomnia 
within  minutes.” 

A  FEW  YEARS  AGO  some  forgeries  of  encased  postage  stamps 
were  offered  for  sale  by  a  Midwest  advertiser  (not  a  recognized  collec¬ 
tor  or  dealer).  Recently  Claud  Murphy,  who  has  studied  these  copies, 
advised  that  the  almost  a  dozen  forgeries  he  examined  were  all  in  cast 
(not  stamped)  cases  and — worth  jotting  in  your  research  notebook — 
were  all  lightweight,  the  heaviest  weighing  1.8  grams  (as  opposed  to 
authentic  pieces  which  generally  weigh  2.2  grams  or  more). 

VERMONT  COINAGE  is  the  title  of  the  official  publication  ol 
the  Champlain  Valley  Coin  Club,  Rochester,  VT.  A  recent  issue  con¬ 
tained  a  story  by  Steve  Edwards  of  various  types  ol  Vermont  state  cop¬ 
per  coins. 
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with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal,  as  well  as  the 
desirability  of  being  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the 
series.  The  connoisseur  will  really  appreciate  this 

one . 895.00 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Nearly  full  head  details.  Nuance  of  golden 

toning.  A  beauty! . 2,495.00 

1923-S  VF-20 . 375.OO 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above  average  strike,  but 
still  lacking  full  features  on  the  higher  part  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 235.00 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 155.00 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1,395.00 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  One 
of  the  rarities  in  the  series.  Very  elusive  in  Mint 

State . 1,395.00 

1926-S  AU-55.  Nearly  all  original  mint  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  Attractive . 259.00 

1 926- S  AU-50.  Rare . 2 1 5.00 

1927- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 

the  series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so 
above  VF . 1 ,095.00 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395-00 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1929  MS-64  Full  Head.  Brilliant . 325.00 

1929  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Lightly  toned.  145.00 

1929- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 815.00 

1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Brilliant.  350.00 
1930  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235.00 

Washiiitflon  Quarters 

1932  MS-60.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1932  AU-55 . 19.00 

1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
satiny  toning.  A  very  beautiful  coin.  ...  1,395.00 

1 932-D  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 895.00 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappreci¬ 
ated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q.  ..  895.00 
1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 


gorgeous  quality  coin . 895-00 

1932-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525.00 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435.00 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259.00 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650.00 

1932-S  MS-63.  Lustrous . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  at 

rims . 365.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365.00 

1932-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous . 319.00 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179.00 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179.00 

1932-S  AU-55.  As  we  go  to  press  we  have  a  half 
dozen  pieces,  each  brilliant  and  with  much  lus¬ 
tre.  Buy  one  for . 1 59.00 


1932-S  AU-50 . 145.00 

1934  MS-63.  Heavy  Motto.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1934  MS-63.  Light  Motto.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Becoming  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  so  nice . 1,195.00 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325.00 

1934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32.00 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575.00 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 339.00 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1935-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1936  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1 936 
Proof  set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall. 


1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27.00 

1 936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in  this 

grade . 425.00 

1 936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

in  this  grade . 425.00 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen  of  this  rare  variety. . 425.00 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235.00 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  toning . 79.00 

1936- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1937  MS-64 . 39.00 

1937- D  MS-63 . 45.00 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1937- S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  125.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  135.00 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1938- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62.00 

1939- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135.00 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty! .  675.00 

1940-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110.00 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 39.00 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1941- D  MD-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 39.00 

1941-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . . . 34.00 

1941-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1941- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1942- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14.00 


1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1943  Double  die  obverse.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 295.00 

1943- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36.00 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34.00 

1943- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1944- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1945- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1947- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1947-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1947- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1948- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1948-S.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1948- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1949  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 9.00 


1950  Double  die  reverse.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  29.00 
1950-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty!  650.00 

A  curious  and  apparently  quite  elusive  variety  with  an  S 
punched  clearly  over  the  undertype  D.  This  die  was  made 
for  use  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  was  then  overpunched  and 


sent  to  San  Francisco. 

1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1952-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 6.00 


1963  Double  die  obverse.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 35.00 
1965-1991  Washington  quarter  set.  Mint  State 
(average  MS-63  or  so)  and  Proof  (gems  as  is¬ 
sued).  One  of  each  date  and  mint  in  a  Dansco 
album .  85.00 


That's  Nice  to  Hear! 

‘Dear  Dave, 

“I  thought  1  would  share  an  experience 
with  you.  As  you  know,  1  recently  con¬ 
signed  my  silver  dollar  collection  to  your 
auction,  and  I  did  well  and  am  pleased. 

“Before  doing  this  I  talked  with  three 
other  dealers.  Although  some  of  them  com¬ 
plained  about  the  others,  each  had  nice 
words  to  say  about  Bowers  and  Merena, 
except  that  they  didn’t  think  you  were 
price  competitive. 

“Your  commission  rate  was  2%  higher 
than  your  closest  competition,  but  I  think 
my  coins  brought  about  20%  more  in  your 
auction.  I  think  this  is  an  1 8%  advantage  in 
your  court!  Just  thought  you  would  like  to 
know!'  — N.M. 
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Hall  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Halt  dollars  are  one  ol  the 
most  popular  of  all  earlv  series,  due  to  Al  Overton’s 
book  (see  below)  and  also  because  in  the  absence 
of  silver  dollar  mintages  for  a  long  span,  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  the  main  workhorse  silver  coin  ol  the 
realm.  Accordingly,  many  were  minted,  and  they 
are  readily  collectible  today.  It  halt  dollars  are  your 
torte,  we  offer  enough  nice  pieces  to  keep  you  busy 
checking  your  want  list. 

Basic  information:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1794-1836  are  described  by  “O”  numbers  as  de¬ 
lineated  by  Al  C.  Overton  in  his  book,  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollar  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 

Flmvino  Hair  Hall  Hollars 

1793  Overton- 109.  R-4.  VF-20  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive,  lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  splendid  speci¬ 


men  of  the  Flowing  Hair  design . 2,093.00 

1795  0-109.  R-4  F-15.  Medium  gray  surfaces.  An 
ideal  type  set  coin . 1,275.00 


Famous  1795  3-Leaves 

1795  O-lll.  Three  Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 
ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 
Often  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  of  one  of  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination . 2,495.00 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin,  the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to  VF, 
and  very  attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG-10,  with 
some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment  marks. 
We  guarantee  you’ll  find  this  to  be  an  excellent 
value . 1 ,295.00 

Diaiicil  llnsl  Hall  Dollars 

1802  0-101.  VF-35.  Medium  lilac-gray  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  rare 
in  any  and  all  grades . 1,295.00 

Choice,  Lustrous  1805  50<t 


I  805  AU-53  (NGC).  A  choice,  lustrous  specimen 
with  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining. 


Light  silver  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  An  outstanding  coin . 2,650.00 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces . 925.00 

1806/5  0-103.  VF-30.  Light  silver  surfaces.  450.00 
1806  0-109.  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  silver  sur¬ 
faces .  675.00 

1806  O-l  15.  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  F- 

15.  Boldly  repunched  I  Y  in  LIBERTY.  Five 
reverse  berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep 
golden  gray  surfaces . 255.00 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through 
the  lowest  stars  on  the  left. 

Lustrous  AU  1807  50C 

1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen. ...  2,975.00 

1807  0-102.  R-2.  Draped  Bust.  F-15.  Steel  gray 
surfaces  with  golden  gray  highlights.  ..259.00 
1807  0-105.  Draped  Bust.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive 
surfaces  with  an  especially  excellent  strike.  850.00 

Canned  llnsl  Hall  hollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215.00 

1807  0-113.  Small  Stars.  F-15. (PCGS).  ..275.00 
1809  0-109.  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  high-grade  specimen  of  this 
early  Capped  Bust  half  dollar.  Not  easy  to  find 


at  this  level . 695.00 

1810  0-108.  R-3.  EF-40 . 250.00 

1812/1  0-102.  EF-45 . 475.00 


Technically,  this  coin  is  at  least  AU-50.  There  is  rela¬ 
tively  little  actual  wear,  and  much  original  lustre  is  present. 
However,  on  this  particular  variety  the  center  of  the  obverse 
die  is  ever  so  slightly  bulged,  accenting  the  appearance  of 
wear  (on  the  other  hand,  the  reverse  is  in  normal  relief  and 
can  be  easily  graded  AU-50  on  its  own). 

Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 
needle  sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  we  have  seen  of  this  date,  and  certainly  Con¬ 
dition  Census  for  the  variety.  The  connoisseur 

will  love  this  one! . 2,695.00 

1812  0-105.  EF-40 . 215.00 

1814/3  O-lOla.  AU-55  (PCGS). Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive.  Notable  as  the  only  overdate  half  dol¬ 
lar  variety  of  the  year . 1 ,800.00 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin . 995.00 

1815/2  Half  Dollar 

1815/2  0-101.  VF-25.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 


Excellent  definition  of  detail  and  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  Always  in  demand.  2,250.00 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1817  0-1 10.  VF-35 . 159.00 

1817  0-112.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin  with 

iridescent  toning . 695.00 

1818  0-107.  EF-45 . 285.00 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695.00 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Light 

golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575.00 

1819/8  0-101.  EF-40.  Another  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample .  175.00 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold 
toning.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 

overdate .  1,295.00 

1820/19  0-101.  R-2.  AU-55.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  surfaces . 1,395.00 

1820  0-105.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  having  satiny  lustre  and  delicate 
iridescence . 1,200.00 

1820  0-105.  EF-40 . 265.00 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365.00 

1 822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 619.00 

1823  0-107.  R-2.  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 

tively  toned.  Narrowly  misses  the  low  end  of 
the  Condition  Census  (MS-63)  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  .  1,025.00 

1824/4  0-110.  R-2.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  very 

frosty. . 895.00 

1824/4  0-110.  R-2.  EF-45.  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 175.00 

1 824  0-105.  R-2.  AU-50 . 275.00 

1825  0-108.  MS-63  (NGC).  Deeply  frosty  and 

lustrous  surfaces  with  beautiful  light  toning  make 
this  a  “dream  coin”  for  the  grade.  How  stunning 
it  would  be  to  have  a  complete  set  of  Capped 
Bust  halves  to  match  this  one! .  1 ,250.00 

In  instances  such  as  this  we  guarantee  that  upon  seeing 
a  coin  you  will  share  our  enthusiasm  and  excitement.  If  not, 
an  instant  refund  awaits  you! 

1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Avery  brilliant,  frosty 
coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  certain  pieces 
we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63  level.  A  find 


for  the  discriminating  buyer . 895.00 

1 826  0-104.  R-3.  AU-58 . 750.00 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260.00 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 150.00 

1826  0-110.  R-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive  light 

toning.  Very  pleasing  overall . 475.00 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135.00 

1 826  0-112.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 
outstanding  coin . 625.00 


Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  O-l  18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 


pleasing  coin . 350.00 

1 826  0-120.  R-3.  AU-50 . 475.00 

1 827  O-120.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 345.00 

1 827  O- 1 33.  R-4.  AU-50 . 495.00 

1827  0-134.  R-4.  F-15 . 59.00 
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1 828  O- 1 09.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 465.00 

1828  0-110.  VF-35 . 95.00 

1828  0-1 17a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50.  .350.00 

1829  0-112.  EF-45 . 215.00 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795.00 


1831  0-103.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
a  gnat’s  eyebrow  away  from  MS-60  (handily  skip¬ 
ping  over  AU-53  and  AU-55!).  Quality.  365.00 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned.  545.00 

1832  0-115.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Light  toning.  A  splendid  specimen .  1 ,395.00 

1832  0-121.  R-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 359.00 

1834  0-107.  VF-35 . 65.00 

1834  0-108.  R-2.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU- 

50.  Lustrous . 259.00 

1834  O-l  12.  Small  Date,  Stars,  Letters.  AU-50 
(ANACS  Cache) . 295.00 

1 834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50.  250.00 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 

very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . 1,350.00 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 
display  strong  lustre . 450.00 

1835  O-110.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1836  0-102.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  395.00 
1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . . 1 ,750.00 

Gem  1836  Half  Dollar 

1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  2,595.00 

1838  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  silver  sur¬ 
faces .  395.00 

1839-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Light  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces.  Consider  adding  this  to  your 
type  set . 595.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 

than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 
toned . 795-00 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  pat¬ 
terns  were  made  in  1 838). 

1840  Small  Letters.  EF-45 . 145.00 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 1 10.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS).  ...259.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 235.00 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  F- 1 2 . 65.00 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck .  1 ,950.00 

1855/4  Arrows.  VF-20 . 275.00 

This  variety  was  first  discovered  by  our  Research  De¬ 
partment  in  the  early  1970s. 

1855  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lustrous  light  gray  with  faint 

traces  of  gold . 295.00 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 


lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  this 
early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders  rarer 
than  1 854-0  in  the  same  grade,  and  yet  priced 


no  higher! . 1,975.00 

1856-0  AU-50 .  159.00 

1857  AU-50 . 149.00 

1857  EF-40 . 89.00 

1858  AU-50 . 149.00 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149.00 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85.00 

1860  EF-45 . 189.00 

1860-0  MS-60 . 435.00 

1860-0  AU-55 . 225.00 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent  toning 

as  usually  seen  only  when  old-time  collections 
come  on  the  market.  Beautiful! . 895.00 

1861  MS-60 . 435.00 


1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Half  Dollar 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar. 
Scott  restrike.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
An  excellent  addition  to  any  Liberty  Seated  half 

dollar  collection . 2,850.00 

In  1879  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine  secured  the  original 
Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar  die,  from  which 
four  specimens  had  been  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in 
1861.  As  original  pieces  were  non-collectible,  Scott  sought 
to  satisfy  numismatic  demand  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  by  making  restrikes.  This  was  done  by  acquiring  500 
1861-0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  circulation,  grind¬ 
ing  off  the  reverse  design,  placing  the  resulting  one-sided 
coin  in  a  tight  collar  and  stamping  it  with  the  Confederate 
die.  The  result  was  a  flattened  obverse  (but  with  features  still 
very  clear)  and  with  the  reverse  appearing  quite  like  the  origi¬ 
nal,  but  with  some  weaknesses. 

1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  675.00 


1865- S  AU-50 . 325.00 

1866- S  With  Motto.  EF-45 . 1 15.00 

1867- S  AU-50 . 199.00 

1868  AU-50 . 325.00 

1868  VF-20 . 135.00 

1868- S  AU-55 . 255.00 

1868-S  AU-50 . 225.00 

1869  MS-61 . 475.00 

1869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 

pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 409.00 

1869  AU-55 . 219.00 


Building  a  Set  of 
Half  Dollars 

“Since  contacting  you  last  I  have  started 
building  a  set  of  Capped  Bust  hall  dollars 
from  1 807  through  1 836,  with  one  of  each 
date  and  overdate.  I  have  been  buying  EF 
and  AU  coins,  and  also  have  a  few  MS-60 
pieces.  I  consider  the  series  to  be  fascinat¬ 
ing  to  collect,  and  very  reasonable  on  tociay’s 
market.  I  will  keep  watching  your  Rare 
Com  Review  and  Coin  Co  Hector  magazines 
for  pieces  I  can  use.  In  the  meantime,  ifyou 
get  a  nice  1808/7  please  let  me  know. 
“F.D.C.” 


1869  EF-40 . 1 10.00 

1869-S  AU-50 . 575.00 

1871  EF-40 . 89.00 

1  871  -CC  F- 1  2.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 275.00 

1871-S  AU-55 . 249.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 129.00 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3  Rarity 


1 873  Open  3.  F-l  2  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Exceedingly  rare  variety.  Listed  but 
unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book.  This  is  possibly 
the  first  specimen  to  appear  in  one  of  our  cata¬ 
logues  of  coins  for  sale.  A  specialist’s  dream 
come  true . 4,195.00 

It  is  apparent  that  nearly  all  of  the  1 873  half  dollars  with¬ 
out  arrows  were  from  Closed  3  dies  made  early  in  the  year. 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<1 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 
value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 3,795.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces .  1 ,250.00 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Gorgeous  to  be¬ 


hold!  Quality! . 1,350.00 

1875  AU-50 . 175.00 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50C 


1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 
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gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece 

nicer  than  this  one! . 2,795.00 

1876  M  50 . 185.00 

1876  VF-30 . 49.00 

18'6-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  splash  of  golden  toning.  A  very 

beautiful  piece .  1,395.00 

18^6-CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 
of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  tor  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 

type  set .  925.00 

18”6-S  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  695.00 
1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 

specialist  or  type  set  collector. . 1,625.00 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than 
the  regularlv-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning 
no  premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused 
by  die  polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1,625.00 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 
per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625.00 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty. . 535.00 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem;  delicately 

toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750.00 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  year.  . 1,495.00 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1888  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  rarity. 410.00 

1891  EF-45 . 175.00 

Barber  Hall  Hollars 

1892  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  With  cameo-like 

appearance  due  to  frosted  motifs  set  against 
mirror  fields . 1,350.00 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 
issue . 995.00 

1893  AU-50/55 . 345.00 

1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem.  Virtually 

of  Proof-65  quality;  compare  and  see.  An  out¬ 
standing  piece . 1,565.00 

1 895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 335.00 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625.00 

1897-0  F-12.  Mintage;  632,000  business  strikes, 

the  10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with 
iridescent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted . 295.00 

1897- S  VF-20.  A  desirable  and  quite  rare  branch 

mint  issue.  Pale  golden  toning  on  attractive  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in 
the  recessed  areas . 495.00 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An 

outstanding  coin . 595.00 

1898- 0  F-15 . 115.00 

1 899  AU-50 . 349.00 

1900  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  a  hint  of 


gold  on  the  reverse . 375.00 

1901  MS-60 . 475.00 

1901  AU-50 . 349.00 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre  is 

intact.  Attractive  light  gold  toning . 375.00 

1903  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  When  we  saw 

this  we  bought  it  instantly  as  it  is  as  nice  as 
most  Proof-63  coins . 745.00 

1903  MS-63.  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous .  795.00 

1907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  gold  toning  at  the  rims . 875.00 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in  the 

third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations . 325.00 

1910-S  AU-55 . 350.00 

1911  AU-55 . 335.00 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575.00 

1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395.00 

1912- D  AU-55 . 350.00 

191 3- D  AU-55.  Much  lustre  remains.  The  reverse 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  the  MS-60  grade 


level . 345.00 

1914  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Eight  gold  and  li¬ 
lac  toning.  Exceedingly  rare  in  MS . 995.00 

1915-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 325.00 

Liberty  Wal kino  Hall  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  The  Goddess  of  Good  For¬ 
tune  has  smiled  upon  us,  and  on  our  recent  buying 
trips  we  have  come  home  with  some  really  nice 
specimen  of  these  beautiful  coins.  Use  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  listing  to  fill  in  your  collection  with  some 
really  attractive  pieces.  Before  about  1940,  most 
pieces  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock,  so  order  early. 

Basic  information:  Ihis  motif,  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed 
the  Mercury  dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  American  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916 
through  1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917 
(Philadelphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There  were 
no  pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932.  Begin- 


Where  Did  They  All  Go? 


“Dear  Dave: 

“I  am  writing  this  letter  for  a  special 
reason,  I  need  help.  I  feel  with  your  knowl¬ 
edge  and  all  the  people  you  know  (collectors, 
dealers  and  other  people  con¬ 
nected  to  coins)  you  may  be 
able  to  provide  me  with  in¬ 
formation.  I  also  realize  you 
are  a  very  busy  person.  I 
have  quite  a  number  of  your 
books  and  they  are  the  joys  of 
my  coin  library.  I  have  as¬ 
sembled  several  sets  of  coins  in¬ 
cluding  Indian  Head  cents,  Liberty 
Head  nickels,  silver  commemoratives, 
and  a  set  of  Barber  halves.  I  have  had 
help  on  some  of  these,  especially  the  tougher 
dates,  through  Bowers  and  Merena.  At 
present  I  am  working  on  a  set  of  Standing 
Liberty  quarters  in  choice  AU. 

“Now  to  my  problem.  I  have  read  several 
articles  you  have  written  where  you  talked 
about  Barber  halves.  You  also  mentioned  that 
you  assembled  a  set  of  them  years  ago.  I  don’t 
believe  anyone  knows  just  how  tough  some 
dates  are  unless  they  have  tried  to  put  a  set 
together  in  AU  or  better.  I  have  been  working 
on  my  set  for  over  nine  years  and  have  every 
date  in  AU  or  better  except  the  1907-S. 

“I  have  been  on  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Want  List  for  this  coin  for  several  years.  I  have 
not  seen  one  for  sale  in  at  least  the  last  six  years 
in  AU  or  better,  and  I  get  all  of  your  auction 
catalogues  and  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  I  belong 
to  the  San  Jose  Coin  Club  and  I  recently 


wrote  an  article  for  our  coin  show  pamphlet 
on  the  elusive  1 907-S.  Do  you  know  why  it  is 
so  tough  to  find?  As  you  know,  the  mintage 
was  not  that  low  on  this  coin  (1,250,000), 
especially  when  compared  to  some  of  the 
known  tougher  dates. 

“I  also  attend  as  many  coin  shows 
as  I  can,  including  Long  Beach,  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  still  no  luck. 
“If  you  have  any  luck  in 
locating  the  coin,  I  prefer 
choice  AU,  but  I  will  also  take 
it  in  Mint  State.  Incidentally 
the  prize  coin  in  my  set  is  an 
1897-S  in  62/63  that  I  bought 
from  Bowers  and  Merena.” 
R.N. 

Editor’s  commentary:  The  1 907-S  is  a  curi¬ 
ous  instance  of  a  relatively  unknown  20th- 
century  sleeper.  It  is  not  that  it  is  completely 
overlooked,  for  it  is  not.  For  example,  in  his 
study,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves, 
David  Lawrence  notes  that  in  Mint  State  this 
is  the  rarest  of  the  late-date  pieces. 

Mark  Borckardt,  our  senior  numismatist, 
told  me  that  he  has  been  looking  for  this  coin 
for  several  years  now,  and  has  never  encoun¬ 
tered  one!  The  PCGS  and  NGC  population 
data  suggest  that,  combi  ned,  about  two  dozen 
have  been  certified  in  Mint  State.  Quite 
possibly,  some  of  these  are  resubmissions. 
This  puts  it  on  the  “rare”  list  for  sure. 

It  seems  that  in  just  about  any  grade,  the 
1 907-S  is  underpriced.  We  ll  keep  looking  at 
this  end. 
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iiing  in  1933,  production  was  continuous  through 
the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  with  P-D-S  sets  be¬ 
ing  made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years  from 
1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety 
from  1933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offers 
quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels, 
all  lustrous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give  al¬ 
ternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 
1916  MS-65  (PCGS).A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
the  first  year  ol  issue.  Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
1  he  connoisseur  will  love  this  coin! ..  1 ,625.00 

1916  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  surfaces. 

Very  pleasing . 3 1 0.00 

1916-D  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 225.00 

1916-D  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 139.00 

1916-S  AU-55 . 729.00 

1916- S  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 729.00 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095.00 

1917  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 84.00 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level . 2,150.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lustrous 

surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike . 2,150.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-55  (ANACS 

Cache) . 289.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 1 ,325.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  F- 1 5 . 35.00 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50.  One  of  the 
key  issues  in  the  series,  the  1 9 1 7-S  with  obverse 
mintmark  is  highly  prized  in  all  grades.  Only  a 

few  exist  at  the  AU  level . 1 , 1 95.00 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS 

Cache) . 1,195.00 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant .  1 ,625.00 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-58  (ANACS 

Cache) . 210.00 

1918  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 329.00 

1 9 1 8- D  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 459.00 

1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,995.00 

Brilliant  Gem  1919  50<£ 
Outstanding  Quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 


very  nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever 
see  in  this  grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the 
MS-65  level  as  well.  Quality! . 3,595.00 


Frosty  1919  Half  Dollar 

1919  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  brilliant,  frosty 

cameo,  a  superb  specimen . 2,695.00 

1919- S  AU-50  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Much 

original  lustre  is  still  present . 1,650.00 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399.00 

1 920- D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 679.00 

1920-D  EF-45 . 465.00 

1920-S  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  Beautiful! . 810.00 

Mint  State  1921  Rarity 

1921  MS-62.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  ton¬ 

ing.  The  lowest  mintage  Philadelphia  Mint 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 3,375.00 

1921  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  lull  original  lus¬ 
tre.  An  outstanding  specimen .  2,365.00 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades.  1,595.00 

1921  VF-20  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  toned 
surfaces.  A  key  issue  in  the  series . 565.00 


1921-D  Rarity 


1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  issue  in  the  series . 4,995.00 

Lustrous  1921-D  50<f 

1921-D  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Virtually  full 
original  lustre.  Gorgeous! . 2,975.00 


Special  Liberty  Walking  Offer! 
Lustrous  Gems 

STARTER  collection  of  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high- 
grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series.  Well 
select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of  different 
datesandmintmarksinthe  1930sand  1940s, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
64  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  In 
addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send  some 
other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to 
your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Liberty  Walking 
Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guarantee  you  II 
like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality.  Limit: 
One  set  per  buyer. 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Ample  original  lustre  still 
remains.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Rare 
in  all  grades . 2,695.00 

Low-Mintage  1921-D 

1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  lustre  re¬ 
mains  in  some  protected  areas.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage-wise,  in 
the  series;  only  208,000  were  struck.  ..  2,250.00 

Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Medium  gray  surfaces  a  few  areas  of  deep  gray. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  rarity-laden  year.4,650.00 


1923-S  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 770.00 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning .  1,825.00 

1 929-D  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1929-D  AU-50 . 169.00 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 
has  it  all! . 2,495.00 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<J 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  is  one  of  the 
finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.3, 595.00 


1 933- S  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 289.00 

1934  MS-65  Brilliant . 399.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 133.00 

1934  AU-55  (PCGS) . 38.00 

1934- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 459.00 
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193-t-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289.00 

Gem  1934-S  50C 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,050.00 

193-4-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  ..735.00 

1934- S  AU-50 . 84.00 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385.00 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269.00 

1935-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 155.00 

1935-D  AU-50 . 63.00 


1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Beautiful! . 2,150.00 

1935-S  AU-50 . 78.00 


Beautiful! . 2,150.00 

1935-S  AU-50 . 78.00 


Superb  Proof  1936  50<£ 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen  of  this 
highly  desired  rare  issue.  If  you  have  been 
searching  for  a  piece  with  exceptional  aesthetic 


appeal,  your  hunt  ends  here . 2,995.00 

1936  MS-65 . 160.00 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...78.00 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1936  AU-50 . 27.00 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 625.00 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315.00 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 225.00 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78.00 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ...78.00 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1937- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239.00 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225.00 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595.00 

1937-S  AU-53 . 78.00 

1937- S  AU-50 . 70.00 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625.00 

1938  Proof-63  Brilliant . 545.00 

1938- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 1,750.00 

1938-D  AU-55 . 295.00 

1 938- D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 295.00 

DEI  40 . 129.00 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 160.00 


1 939-  S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 133.00 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 509.00 

1940-S  MS-64 . 90.00 

1940- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1941-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78.00 

1941-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 210.00 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1941- S  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  98.00 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 509.00 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98.00 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32.00 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 76.00 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1943- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1944  MS-61.  Brilliant . 39.00 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1944-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1944-S  MS-65 . 735.00 

1944- S  AU-55 . 32.00 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  126.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00. 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48.00 

1946  MS-65-  Brilliant . 140.00 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  .  140.00 
1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1946-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50.00 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 


liiltiTlv  Walking  Unit  Hollars 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$105 

$133 

$399 

1934-D 

289 

459 

1934-S 

735 

1350 

3050 

1935 

305 

1935-D 

269 

385 

1365 

1935-S 

735 

2150 

1936 

78 

160 

1936-D 

160 

420 

1936-S 

225 

315 

625 

1937 

78 

225 

1937-D 

239 

259 

575 

1937-S 

265 

595 

1938-D 

560 

650 

1095 

1939 

63 

1939-D 

73 

169 

1939-S 

255 

1940 

45 

63 

133 

1940-S 

53 

509 

1941 

59 

126 

1941-D 

56 

78 

140 

1941-S 

119 

1260 

1942 

43 

56 

126 

1942-D 

70 

105 

235 

1942-S 

56 

98 

509 

1943 

43 

56 

126 

1943-D 

76 

105 

175 

1943-S 

53 

84 

395 

1944 

43 

56 

126 

1944-D 

56 

78 

129 

1944-S 

56 

90 

735 

1945 

43 

56 

126 

1945-D 

50 

59 

126 

1945-S 

53 

59 

175 

1946 

45 

59 

140 

1946-D 

59 

126 

1 946-S 

50 

56 

126 

1947 

48 

60 

189 

1947-D 

50 

126 
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Robert  Lovett,  Jr.,  spent  one  of  his  Confederate  States  of 
America  cents  in  a  west  Philadelphia  bar  back  in  1 873.  Prior 
to  this  time,  only  Lovett  and  his  wife  knew  of  the  existence  of 
suchacoin.  Captain  John  W.  HaseltineandJ.  Colvin  Randall 
each  became  aware  of  this  coin  and,  in  conference,  decided  to 
enter  a  joint  venture  if  either  were  fortunate  to  acquire  the 
piece.  Haseltine  visited  the  bartender  and  immediately  recog¬ 
nized  the  cent  to  be  the  work  of  Lovett,  a  private  diesinker 
who  had  produced  many  tokens  with  a  similar  woman's  head 
motif  on  the  obverse.  He  learned  that  while  Lovett  had 
inadvertantly  spent  one  of  his  coins,  he  still  had  nearly  a  dozen 
more.  After  several  visits,  Haseltine  finally  convinced  Lovett 
to  part  with  the  remaining  cents  and  the  dies. 

Most  of  what  we  know  of  the  Confederate  cent  today 
comes  from  two  early  sources.  The  first  is  a  “Circular  to 
Collectors,’’  dated  April  2,  1 874,  and  issued  by  Haseltine  and 
Randall.  The  second  is  the  text  of  an  address  by  Captain 
Haseltine  to  the  1908  ANA  convention  in  Philadelphia. 

Lovett  was  commissioned  by  the  Confederate  government 
to  produce  the  cent.  He  engraved  the  dies  and 
struck  1 2  examples  before  hiding  the  dies 
and  coins.  His  wife  was  very  concerned 
about  a  potential  charge  of  treason. 

The  obverse  carries  a  bust  of  Liberty 
wearing  a  cap,  facing  right.  The  leg¬ 
end  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  is  found  around  the  ob¬ 
verse  while  the  date,  1861,  is  below. 

The  reverse  contains  a  wreath  of  cotton, 
sugar  cane,  and  tobacco  around  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  1  CENT.  According  to  Haseltine  in  his  1 908 
ANA  address,  the  order  to  produce  these  cents  came  to 
Lovett  through  a  well  known  Philadelphia  jewelry  firm, 
recalling  Bailey  &  Co.  as  the  go-between. 

After  discovering  the  Confederate  cent,  according  to  the 
circular,  Haseltine  and  Randall  had  a  limited  number  of 
restrikes  produced  in  copper,  silver,  and  gold.  None  were 
struck  in  the  copper-nickel  composition  of  Lovett’s  original 
coins,  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  originals.  These  restrikes 
were  struck  by  Peter  L.  Krider  of  Philadelphia.  However,  they 
are  known  today  as  “Haseltine  Restrikes.”  Regarding  the 
design,  the  authors  of  the  circular  noted  “although  the 
Southern  Confederacy  did  not  adopt  this  piece,  it  will  always 
be  considered  interesting  as  the  only  coinage  designed  for  said 


Confederacy.  This  circular  cites  a  produc¬ 
tion  of  seven  gold,  12  silver,  and  55  copper 
restrikes,  along  with  12  originals.  We  will 
assume  these  to  be  the  actual  mintage  figures 
for  these  coins.  Later,  during  his  talk  to  the 
ANA  convention,  Haseltine  noted  different 
mintage  figures  of  three  gold,  five  silver,  and 
55  copper.  These  figures  are  the  source  of  the 
often  quoted  mintage  figures  in  more  recent 
descriptions  of  the  coin.  He  recalled  the  die 
broke  on  the  59th  coin  struck,  with  one  piece 
still  in  existence  showing  the  die  break.1 

Hie  original  dies  for  the  Confederate  cent 
have  their  pedigree  traced  successively  to 
Robert  Lovett,  Jr.;  John  W.  Haseltine;  Henry 
Chapman;  Judson  Brenner;  Virgil  Brand  and 
the  Brand  estate;  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.;  Q.  David 
Bowers;  and  Robert  Bashlow,  who  donated  them  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

While  owning  the  dies, 

Chapman  combined  the  Confed¬ 
erate  reverse  die  with  an  obverse 
die  of  a  Washington  medal  (also 
engraved  by  Lovett).  The  muling 
is  apparently  unique;  its  where¬ 
abouts  today  are  unknown.  Later, 

Robert  Bashlow  had  transfer  dies 
made  from  the  originals  and  used 
these  to  strike  unknown  quantities 
of  “Second  Restrikes”  in  a  wide 
variety  of compositions.  Thesewere 
struck  in  1961  to  celebrate  the 
centennial  of  the  original  issue  and 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War. 

“Bashlow  Restrikes”  as  they  are 
sometimes  known,  were  produced 
in  copper,  silver,  gold,  platinum,  nickel-silver,  goldine,  lead, 
aluminum,  tin,  zinc,  and  red  fiber  by  Aug.  Frank  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  These  second  restrikes  are  easily  distinguished  by  the 
presence  of  bulges  and  raised  die  “cracks”  from  damage  the 
die  received  in  the  form  of  hammer  blows  and  chisel  marks. 

Regarding  the  current  value  of  the  various 
issues,  our  estimates  for  attractive  Uncircu¬ 
lated  examples  are: 

Original  -  $20,000  to  $25,000; 
Haseltine  restrike  in  copper  -  $3,500  to 
$4,000,  silver  -  $7,500  to  $8,500,  and 
gold  -  $20,000  to  $25,000. 

The  extensive  history  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  includes  much  of  importance 
to  the  numismatist.  Financial  needs  cre¬ 
ated  the  pattern  Confederate  cent  and  half 
dollar  along  with  a  wide  range  of  actually-used 
currency  and  bond  issues.  Occasionally,  history  leads  to  sur¬ 
prise.  Not  long  ago,  this  author  received  a  report  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  claims  to  have  a  Confederate  five-dollar  gold  piece. 
Such  a  report  is  doubted.  However,  at  one  time  Haseltine 
doubted  the  existence  of  the  cent  as  well. 

1  The  text  of  Haseltine's  address,  reprinted  in  The  Numismatist ,  March 
1919,  page  103,  states  the  die  broke  alter  striking  the  39th  coin.  We  would 
assume  this  was  meant  to  be  the  53th  copper  coin. 


A  Closer  Look 

at  the  Confederate  Cent 

by  Mark  Borckardt 


Mark  Borckardt 
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franklin  Hall  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Franklin  half  dollars  are  a 
popular  specialty  here  at  Bovvers  and  Merena,  and 
>  ou’d  he  surprised  how  many  Gail  Watson  and  Beth 
Piper  ship  out  each  week.  Our  main  problem  is 
supply  (we  wish  that  rare  coins  were  easy  to  buy; 
however,  there  is  no  w  holesale  source  for  the  qual¬ 
ity  that  we  seek,  and  we  have  to  acquire  specimens 


one  at  a  time). 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1949-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1949-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  golden  toning . 69.00 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1950  MS-65  (NGC).  Whisper  of  golden  toning.  A 

gem . 90.00 

1950  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1950- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375.00 

1951  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1951- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1951-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1953- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450.00 

1954- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  just  bought 

several  frosty  gems.  Add  one  to  your  collection 
for . 169.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25.00 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC). Brilliant . 42.00 

1955  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1957  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 26.00 

1957  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1957  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1 957  Proof-64.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of  these. 

Buy  a  brilliant  gem  for  just . 12.00 

1957  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  Buy  a  gem  from  a  small 

group  we  have  on  hand,  each: . 9.00 

1958  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1958  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1959  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 10.00 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 15.00 

1959- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 25.00 

1960  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1960  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119.00 

1960- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1961  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1961  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195.00 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435.00 

1961- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 25.00 

1962  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1962  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1 962-  D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329.00 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 


1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1964  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1950-1964  Proof  Franklin  half  dollars.  Brilliant 

gems . 695.00 


kiMineilv  Hall'  Dollars 

1 964- 1 990  Kennedy  half  dollars.  One  of  each  date 
and  mint.  Mint  State  coins  average  MS-63  or 
so,  Proofs  are  gems  as  issued.  In  Dansco  al¬ 
bum .  1 59.00 

Si  Ivor  Dollars 

Basic  information:  Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the 
most  popular  collecting  areas,  and  it  is  quite  pos¬ 
sible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878-1921)  head  the 
popularity  list  among  all  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1794- 1 804  era  are  attributed 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers) 
and  are  listed  by  “BB”  numbers.  The  Bowers  text 
also  gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty 
Seated,  Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  in¬ 
cluding  much  history,  rarity,  and  price  informa¬ 
tion.  The  two-volume  set,  over  2,000  pages,  is  yours 
for,  net,  $1 19.20  plus  $7  packing  and  shipping. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace 
Silver  Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George 
Mallis)  gives  a  wealth  of  information  not  only  con¬ 
cerning  history  but  also  minute  die  varieties,  while 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 
(John  W.  Highfill)  gives  information  concerning 
market  prices  and  rarity,  as  well  as  numerous  opin¬ 
ions  and  collecting  experiences. 

Klowiii!>  Hail  Dollar 

1795  Bowers-Borckardt-20.  Flowing  Flair,  VG- 

8.  A  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  1,095.00 

lliiiiu‘il  Bust  Dollars 

1798  BB-81.  15  stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle, 
Small  Letters  reverse.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces . 2,295.00 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  in  the  series. 
It  is  the  only  1798  dollar  with  15  obverse  stars,  and  the  Small 
Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin 
certain  other  silver  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  1 ,495.00 

The  second  of  only  two  varieties  of  1798  employing  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 


I 

1799  BB-165.  F-15.  Light  gray. . 575.00 

1800  BB- 1 92.  “AMERICAI”  variety.  VF-20.  695.00 

Superb  1802  $1 


1802  BB-242.  R-4+.  EF-45.  Light  golden’and  gray 
toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date . 2,750.00 


liiluTly  Sealed  Dollars 


Superb  Mint  State  1842  $1 


1842  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb,  frosty  coin  with 
plenty  of  lustre,  one  of  the  nicest  business  strikes 
we  have  ever  seen  of  this  early  date.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  and  with  a  nod  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  rarity  as  well,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
early  Liberty  Seated  dollars  to  come  on  the 

market  in  some  time . 4,300.00 

1845  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  dates  of 

the  era . 795.00 

On  the  rim  at  the  first  star  is  an  interesting  die  break  of 
the  cud  type,  not  extending  into  the  denticles  (no  extra  pre¬ 
mium  charged  for  this;  just  interesting  to  mention). 

1846-0  EF-40  (NGC).  Scarce  in  this  grade.  525.00 

Mint  State  1848  Rarity 
1 848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample.  Often  a  span  of  years  W\W  elapse  be¬ 
tween  our  offerings  an  1  848  of  this  remark¬ 
able  quality . 5,650.00 

1 848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


Try  Us  and  Yoiill  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to  send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  quality,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
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Important  1848  Dollar 


1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 
toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 
believe  you'll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650.00 


Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractively  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  diffi¬ 
cult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395.00 


Beautiful  AU  1855  $1  Rarity 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces,  some¬ 
what  prooflike  if  viewed  at  a  certain  angle  to 
the  light.  A  great  rarity  in  all  grades,  indeed  a 
numismatic  classic  that  was  recognized  as  such 
shortly  after  it  was  made . 5,650.00 

Rare  1855  Dollar 

1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
One  of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint 

issues  in  the  series . 2,850.00 

Although  it  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by  modern 
cataloguers  (for  few  exist,  or  are  even  seen,  in  Mint  State  “in¬ 
vestment  grade"),  the  1 855  is  a  prime  rarity  at  any  condition 
level.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  shipped  to  China  in  ex¬ 
change  for  goods  there,  in  the  era  before  the  U.S.  trade  dol¬ 
lar  became  a  reality  (in  1873). 


In  the  cradle  days  of  numismatics,  in  the  late  1850s  and 
early  1860s,  within  a  decade  of  its  striking,  the  1855  was 
recognized  as  a  rarity.  Since  then,  it  has  received  little  notice 
in  print,  due  probably  to  the  paucity  of  specimens  on  the 
market.  For  a  detailed  discussion  see  Dave  Bowers’  book. 
United  States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 

MS-63  1859  Dollar 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 

In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
toughest  dates  of  the  entire  series,  very  much 
underrated . 5,600.00 

1860  MS-62.  Brill  iant  and  lustrous.  Extraordinar¬ 
ily  sharp  strike.  If  you  are  a  silver  dollar  con¬ 
noisseur,  this  one  is  sure  to  please!....  1,950.00 

Choice  1860-0  Dollar 

1860-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Especially  frosty  and  at¬ 
tractive,  a  truly  select  specimen  from  among 
Mint  State  coins  of  this  variety.  Brilliant.  This 
will  look  great  in  your  collection! . 2,950.00 

Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 

with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  see  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality. . 3,975.00 

1863  EF-40.  Extremely  rare  in  all  grades.  795.00 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  1,450.00 

1866  AU-50.  First  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD 

WE  TRUST.  Light  silver  fields .  1 ,250.00 

1866  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  1 ,250.00 

1 870  AU-55.  Mottled  light  golden  toning.  650.00 

First  Carson  City  Dollar 

1 870-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  Carson  City  silver  dollar  is¬ 
sue.  Always  in  demand.  Quite  elusive  in  this 
grade .  2,950.00 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with 
a  hint  of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this 


one! . 2,850.00 

1872-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarce .  1,585.00 


The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  ol  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  one 
of  just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary 
rarity,  and  the  1873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only 
available  San  Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style 


1872-S  VI  -30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attrat 
tive.  Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  natu¬ 
rally  retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few 
scattered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark 
is  seen  at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 795.00 

lltuuiin  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Morgan  dollars  were  designed 
by  George!.  Morgan  and  were  produced  continu¬ 
ously  from  1878  through  1904  and  then  for  the 
single  year  1921.  Production  during  the  early  period 
was  at  four  mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  New 
Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  In  1921  the  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints  were  utilized. 

About  this  offering:  Here  at  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver  dollars  (minted  from 
1878  to  1921)  are  number  one  on  the  popularity 
list  with  our  clients.  And,  no  wonder.  Of  the  100 
or  so  standard  varieties  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
U.S.  Coins,  dozens  of  different  varieties  can  be 
bought  in  choice  levels  of  Mint  State  for  less  than 
$  1 00  each,  and  many  other  choice  pieces  can  be 
acquired  in  the  $100  to  $1,000  range. 

If  you  would  like  to  begin  a  set  of  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars,  we  offer  you  several  suggestions: 

1 .  Buy  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  as  you 
can  afford,  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The 
pieces  you  obtain  from  us  will  be  of  choice,  selected 
quality,  lustrous,  and  guaranteed  to  please! 

2.  Buy  one  each  as  above,  but  limit  your  expendi¬ 
ture  to,  say,  $200  per  coin.  It  is  surprising  how  many 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  you  will  be  able  to 
acquire! 

3.  Start  a  collection  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  minted  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to 
1893.  We  like  these  a  lot,  and  believe  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  prices  are  really  attractive.  Within  the  Carson 
City  series,  a  good  way  to  begin  is  to  get  one  each 
of  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  We  have 
brilliant,  frosty  specimens  in  stock  ready  for  im¬ 
mediate  shipment. 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  385.00 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  81.00 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 81 .00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 385.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1  878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 63.00 

1878-S  to  1882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  seven 


—  TO  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 

\>  1-800-222-5993 

. — jX  OR  FAX  US 

(603)  569-5319 
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pieces  \U  to  MS-63,  representing  the  first  seven 
dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  custom 
plastic  display  holder,  1  he  five  coins  dated  1878- 
S  through  1882-S  average  MS-62;  and  the  two 
coins  dated  1883-S  and  1884-S  are  AU-50  to 
AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early  San  Francisco  Morgan 

Dollar  Set  when  ordering . 435.00 

18^8-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful  gem!  Although  1878-CC  is  not  a  great 
rarity,  in  really  choice  MS-65,  examples  such  as 


this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  find . 1,195.00 

1878-CC  MS-64  . 245.00 

1878-CC  MS-63 . 119.00 

1878-CC  MS-62  DMPL.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 98.00 

1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1878-CC  AU-58 . 70.00 

1878-S  MS-65 . 315.00 

1878-S  MS-64  DMPL.  (NGC) . 235.00 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64.00 

1878-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 52.00 

1878-S  MS-63 . 41.00 


Gem  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  gem.  When  we  saw  it,  we  bought 
it!  You’ll  find  this  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  1879- 
CC  dollars  you’ll  ever  see.  The  key  rarity  in  the 

early  series . 4,325.00 

1879-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Perfect  CC  mintmark. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous.  Highly  im¬ 
portant  key  issue,  rarest  Carson  City  dollar  of 
the  early  (1878-1885)  Morgan  series.  1 ,750.00 
1879-CC  Capped  Die.  MS-60  (PCGS).  More 
properly  known  as  Large  CC  over  Small  CC. 
Brilliant.  Important  rarity  in  the  series.  A  frosty 

specimen . 1,395.00 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  AU-50.  Famous  rarity.  Bril¬ 
liant . 560.00 

1 879-0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! . 560.00 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879-0  MS-63 .  195.00 

1879-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45.00 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Rare  variety. . 1,325.00 

As  discussed  in  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia.  this  issue  is  much  rarer  than  its  regular  (Reverse  of 


’79)  counterpart. 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1879-S  MS-65 . 147.00 


1879-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  147.00 


1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  67.00 

1879-S  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1879-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1880  MS-64 . 133.00 

1880  MS-62.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of 
these  put  away  years  ago.  Each: . 32.00 


1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (NGC). 650.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant,  sharp,  frosty.  Whenever  we  see  a  sharply 
struck  gem  such  as  this,  we  buy  it!  SPECIAL 
OPPORTUNITY. . 650.00 

This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce 

issue . 325.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 325.00 

1880-CC  VAM-5.  R-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC.  MS- 

65  (NGC) . 845.00 

1880-CC  VAM-6.  R-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC.  MS- 

65  (PCGS) . 845.00 

1 880-CC  VAM-5.  R-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC.  MS- 

64  (NGC) . 345.00 

1880-CC  VAM-6.  R-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC.  MS- 

64  (PCGS) . 355.00 

1880-CC  VAM-5.  R-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC.  MS- 

63  (PCGS) . 225.00 

1880-CC  MS-65  . 699.00 

1880-CC  MS-64  . 295.00 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,725.00 

1880-0  VAM-la.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail 
variety  (FS#  $  1  -005. 1 )  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypicker's  Guide  (available 
from  our  Publications  Department).  ...425.00 

1880-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150.00 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1880-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1880-S  VAM-7.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  52.00 
1880-S  VAM-8.  80/79.  MS-63  (PCGS).  ...52.00 
1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1880- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  an  arc  of  iridescent 
toning  around  part  of  the  obverse  border.  27.00 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 34.00 

1 88 1- CC  MS-65 . 510.00 

1881-CC  MS-64 . 269.00 

1881-CC  MS-64  in  G.S.A.  holder  as  distributed 

by  the  Treasury  Department.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 269.00 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1881-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  159.00 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 


1881-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  set.  Buy  a  nice  one  for . 43.00 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1882  MS-65 . 595.00 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1882- CC  MS-65 . 295.00 

1882-CC  MS-64 . 106.00 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1882-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 71.00 

1882-0  MS-65 . 1,050.00 

1882-0  MS-64 . 94.00 

1 882-0  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Medium  golden 

toning . 94.00 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1882-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . .‘....28.00 

1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Curious  “overmintmark.” . 370.00 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1882-S  MS-65 . 147.00 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1882- S  MS-63 . 43.00 

1883  MS-65 .  155.00 

1883  MS-64 . 67.00 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 840.00 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239.00 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 76.00 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27.00 


1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  issue.  820.00 
1883-S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  An  attractive  specimen 


A  Dandy  Silver  Dollar 

“Dear  Gail: 

“Thank  you  for  sending  me  such  a 
beautiful  1880-S  Morgan  for  my  collec¬ 
tion.  It  fits  in  nicely  with  my  growing  set. 

I  especially  like  Morgan  silver  dollars  from 
the  San  Francisco  Mint.  They  are  simply 
gorgeous.  Continue  sending  me  an  MS-65 
Morgan  coin  each  month  in  a  slab,  after 
you  and  the  staff  have  double-checked  its 
quality.  Good  work  Gail! 

“Can  you  do  me  a  big  favor  and  thank 
Beth  Piper  for  me,  too?  She  sent  me  a  very 
nice  Buffalo  nickel  for  my  type  set.  I  just 
started  my  type  set,  and  the  nickel  will  be  a 
great  addition. 

“M.H.” 

“P.S.  The  Encyclopedia  of  US  &  Colonial 
Coins  by  Walter  Breen  is  a  great  source  for 
information,  and  it  has  answered  a  lot  of 
my  questions.  It  is  a  great  addition  to  my 
coin  library.  Tell  Dave  Bowers  that  my 
next  book  purchase  will  be  his  two-volume 
set  of  books  on  silver  dollars.’’ 
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of  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  in  the  Morgan  se¬ 
ries . 560.00 

1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 
Brilliant . 560.00 

1883- S  AU-55.  Much  original  lustre  remains.  140.00 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1884  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27.00 

1884- CC  MS-65  prooflike.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  259.00 

1884-CC  MS-65 . 255.00 

1884-CC  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Golden  and 

iridescent  toning . 255.00 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 105.00 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84.00 

1884-CC  MS-63  in  original  G.S.A.  holder.  Bril¬ 
liant . 84.00 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420.00 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 67.00 

1 884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  redly  nice 

one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought.: . 43.00 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1884-S  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  A  superb  coin 
with  a  hint  of  rubbing  on  the  cheek  and  eagle, 
thus  qualifying  it  as  AU-58,  but  with  fields 
of  incredible  smoothness,  nicer  than  you  will 
find  on  some  MS-63  coins.  Gorgeous  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  An  important  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  piece  with  high  aesthetic  value  at  a 


low  price . v . 1,125.00 

1884-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 259.00 

1884- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259.00 

1885  MS-64 . 67.00 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Gold  toning. 67.00 

1885  MS-63 . 43.00 

1885- CC  MS-64 . 295.00 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 289.00 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 269.00 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385.00 

1885-0  MS-65 .  147.00 

1885-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 1 10.00 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 67.00 

1885-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  acquired  a  nice 

group  of  these.  Buy  one  for: . 43.00 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1885- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147.00 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399.00 

1886  MS-65-  Brilliant . 147.00 

1886  MS-64 . 67.00 

1886  MS-63-  Brilliant . 43.00 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1886- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 495.00 

1886-0  AU-58 . 140.00 

1886-0  AU-55 . 84.00 

1886-0  AU-50 . 70.00 

1886-S  MS-64 . 685.00 

1886-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295.00 

1886-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1886-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169.00 

1887  MS-65 . 147.00 

1887  MS-64 . 67.00 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 


1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1887-0  MS-64 . 459*00 

1887-S  MS-63 . 185.00 

1887-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1887-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84.00 

1 887- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1888  MS-64 . ...Z.67.00 

1888- 0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 350^00 

1888-0  MS-60  Prooflike.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  32.00 
1888-S  MS-63 . 265.00 

1889  MS-65 . 445.00 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 


Mint  State  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well 
struck.  The  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 


lars.  First  order  gets  it  for  only .  1 1,500.00 

1889-CC  F-12 . 235.00 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 155.00 

1889- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1890  MS-64 . 210.00 

1890  MS-63 . 45.00 

1890- CC  MS-63 . 459.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant . 265.00 

1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1890-CC  AU-50 . 98.00 

1890-0  MS-64 . 225.00 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1890-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1890-S  MS-64 . 210.00 

1890-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56.00 

1890- S  VAM-2.  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  .  56.00 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 63.00 

1891- CC  MS-64 . 735.00 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 350.00 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205.00 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189.00 

1891-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1891- 0  EF-45 . 19.00 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 770.00 

1892  AU-58 . 98.00 

1892- CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 615.00 

1892-0  MS-62 . 133.00 

1892-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133.00 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19.00 


1892-S  AU-50  (NG<  ).  Brilliant . 1,625.00 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  origin.il  mint 

lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity.  .  1,625.00 

1 892-S  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  . 950.00 

1892- S  VF-35 . 99.00 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  .910.00 
1893  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  at  the  obverse  rims.  ...399.00 

1893  AU-50  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1893  VF-20 . 79.00 

1893- CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  and  de¬ 
sirable . 2,050.00 

1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  date.  Considering  the 
popularity  of  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  there  are 
probably  about  1,000,001  United  States  citizens 


who  would  love  to  own  this  coin . 2,050.00 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  1,795.00 
1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,795.00 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,750.00 

1893-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750.00 

1 893-CC  AU-50.  Rare  issue . 9 1 0.00 

1893-CC  EF-45 . 575.00 


1893-0  MS-61  Prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare 

so  nice . 1 ,950.00 

1893-0  AU-50.  Well  struck.  Very  attractive  over¬ 
all.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces  with  abundant 
original  mint  lustre  remaining  in  protected  ar¬ 


eas . 525.00 

1893-0  EF-40 . 199.00 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 950.00 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695.00 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 
lustre  remain . 625.00 


1894  VF-30 . 295.00 

1894-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219.00 

1894-0  AU-50 . 155.00 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Scarce. 965. 00 

1894-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

a  key  issue  in  the  series.  Quality! . 545.00 

1894-S  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 450.00 

1894-S  AU-55 . 259.00 

1894- S  AU-53 . 239.00 

1 895- 0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue.  945.00 

1895-0  EF-40 . 210.00 

1895-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 210.00 

1895-0  VF-30 .  155.00 

1895-0  VF-20 . 145.00 
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1895-S  AU-S3 . 785.00 

1895-S  F-12 . 155.00 

18%  MS-65 . 210.00 

1806  MS-64 . 67.00 

18%  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27.00 

18%  AU-58 . 24.00 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more 
Irost,  lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen. 
An  exceptional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 
point . 2, 1  50.00 

1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing .  850.00 

1896-0  AU-58 . 259.00 

1896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains.  189.00 
1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1896- S  EF-40 . 139.00 

1897  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1897- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level . 1,385.00 

1897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 595-00 

1 897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  Mint 

State . 595.00 

1 897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade.  595.00 

1897-0  AU-55 .  126.00 

1 897-S  MS-65  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  some 
light  splashes  of  golden  toning.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  coin . 1 ,295.00 


1 897-S  MS-64 . 98.00 

1 897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1 897- S  EF-40 . 14.00 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259.00 

1898  MS-63 . 43.00 

1898  AU-50 . 20.00 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459.00 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147.00 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1 898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  uni¬ 


verse  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 


1898-0  MS-64 . 67.00 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 


1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Delicate  golden  toning 


around  the  rims . 365.00 

1898- S  VF-30 . 18.00 

1899  MS-64 . 205.00 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 112.00 

1899- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

< )  AU-50 . 20.00 

1899-S  MS-64 . 550.00 

1899-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269.00 


1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1900  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32.00 


1900-0/CC.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,450.00 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in 
this  high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small 
group  (three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can 
offer  you  one  for: . 1 ,450.00 

The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in 
1 893,  but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in 
1885,  when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in 
1889).  Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and 
could  be  used  at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1900,  it  was 
realized  that  coinage  would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six 
CC  dies  were  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  branch  mints,  were  prepared),  overstamped 
with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans  for  use. 
Hence,  the  curious  1 900-O/CC  overmintmark. 

1900-O/CC  MS-64 . 539.00 

1900-O/CC  MS-63 . 370.00 

1900-O/CC.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims . 840.00 

1900-0  MS-65 . 147.00 

1900-0  MS-64 . 67.00 

1900-0  MS-63 . 43.00 

1900-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147.00 

Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 
1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 
grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750.00 

Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 
1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well 


struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 


ends  right  here . 4, 1 95.00 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 595.00 

1901  AU-58  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  excep¬ 
tional  business  strike  in  this  grade . 595.00 

1901 AU-53 . 315.00 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 295.00 

190 1-0  MS-64 . 67.00 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1901-0  MS-62.  Lightly  toned . 32.00 

1901-0  EF-45 . 14.00 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1.510.00 

1901- S  AU-58 .  175.00 

1902  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 609.00 

1902-0  MS-65 . 160.00 

1902-0  MS-64 . 67.00 

1902-0  MS-63 . 43.00 

1902-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1902-0  MS-61.  Lightly  toned . 28.00 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 305.00 

1902- S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1903  MS-65 . 265.00 

1903  MS-62.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1903- 0  MS-64 . 210.00 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1903-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 395.00 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325.00 

1903-S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 325.00 


An  old-time  photograph  of  our  Graphics  Department  taken  in  1911.  Just  kidding 
of  course.  Graphics  printing  has  changed  a  lot  since  then.  Coming  up  soon  will  be  a  real 
picture  of  some  of  the  doings  in  our  present  Graphic  Arts  Department,  a  state-of-the- 
art  facility  that  enables  us  to  turn  out  our  fine  catalogues. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVKR  COINS 


1903-S  VAM-2.  Micro  S.  EF-40  (ANACS 


Cache) .  450.00 

1904  AU-58 . 45.00 

1904-0  MS-65 . 147.00 


1904-0  MS-64,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant. 89.00 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1904-0  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Beautiful  irides¬ 
cent  toning;  probably  every  color  of  the  rain¬ 
bow  is  represented . 67.00 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43.00 

1904-0  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.43.00 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 595.00 

1 904-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustre  still  remains  in  pro¬ 


tected  areas.  Scarce . 595.00 

1904-S  VF-35 . 119.00 

1921  MS-65 . 160.00 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41.00 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26.00 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24.00 


1921-D  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  275.00 


Morgan  Ho  1 1  iirs 


We  invite  you  to  cdfnpare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,"  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$210 

1878  7/8  TF 

385 

1878  7  TF 

133 

$1095 

1878-CC 

$119 

245 

1195 

1878-S 

41 

64 

315 

1879 

41 

119 

910 

1 879-CC 

4325 

1879-0 

195 

560 

1879-S 

43 

67 

147 

1880 

56 

133 

1050 

1880-CC 

189 

295 

699 

1880-0 

429 

1880-S 

43 

67 

147 

1881 

43 

108 

1881-CC 

255 

269 

510 

1881-0 

49 

129 

1881-S 

43 

67 

147 

1882 

43 

67 

595 

1882-CC 

79 

106 

295 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1882-0 

$43 

$94 

$1050 

1882-S 

43 

67 

147 

1883 

67 

155 

1883-CC 

76 

105 

239 

1883-0 

43 

67 

147 

1884 

43 

67 

315 

1884-CC 

84 

105 

255 

1884-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885 

43 

67 

147 

1885-CC 

289 

295 

595 

1885-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885-S 

189 

475 

1886 

43 

67 

147 

1886-S 

295 

685 

1887 

43 

67 

147 

1887-0 

133 

459 

1887-S 

185 

625 

1888 

43 

67 

235 

1888-0 

43 

67 

560 

1888-S 

265 

685 

1889 

43 

67 

445 

1889-0 

265 

695 

1889-S 

210 

395 

1890 

45 

210 

1 890-CC 

459 

965 

1890-0 

78 

225 

1890-S 

70 

210 

890 

1891 

175 

770 

1891-CC 

350 

735 

1891-0 

269 

910 

5950 

1891-S 

289 

1892 

350 

770 

1892-CC 

975 

1395 

1892-0 

259 

645 

1893 

910 

1485 

1896 

43 

67 

210 

1896-S 

1625 

1897 

43 

67 

365 

1897-S 

63 

98 

615 

1898 

67 

259 

1898-0 

43 

67 

147 

1898-S 

560 

1899 

126 

205 

770 

1899-0 

43 

67 

147 

1899-S 

269 

550 

1900 

67 

235 

1900-0 

43 

67 

147 

1900-O/CC 

370 

539 

1450 

1 900-S 

189 

385 

1901 

12000 

1901-0 

43 

67 

255 

1901-S 

510 

895 

1902 

67 

126 

685 

1902-0 

43 

67 

160 

1 902-S 

589 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1903 

$49 

$78 

$265 

1 903-0 

195 

210 

445 

1904 

625 

1 904-0 

43 

67 

147 

1904-S 

2835 

1921  Morgan 

160 

1921-D 

43 

63 

459 

1921-S 

41 

175 

IVate  hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  We  present  an  extensive  selec¬ 
tion  of  quality  coins  for  your  consideration.  Note 
particularly  our  offering  of  multiple  specimens  of 
the  famous  1 934-S;  it’s  not  often  we  have  so  many. 
By  the  way,  we  urgently  want  to  buy  Peace  dollars. 
If  you  have  a  choice  Mint  State  set,  give  us  a  chance 
on  it!  We  are  not  looking  for  bargains  and  will  pay 
well  for  pieces  with  excellent  aesthetic  quality. 

Basic  information:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades 


of  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62.00 

1922  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 40.00 

1922-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  iridescent 

toning . 40.00 

1922-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35.00 

1922-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1922- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32.00 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30.00 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1923  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24.00 

1923  MS-61.  Brilliant . 23.00 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,825.00 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1923-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 27.00 

1923- S  AU-58 . 22.00 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central 

devices . 459.00 

1924- S  MS-61 . 185.00 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1925- S  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  63.00 

1925- S  AU-55 . 41.00 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560.00 

1926  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32.00 

1926- D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1926-S  MS-64 . 219.00 

1926-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 41.00 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 
1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,695.00 

1927-D  MS-61 . 147.00 


1 927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 
been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre  and 
quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  specimen  of  this  rare 
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the  dollar  back  in  its  pocket  and  one  by  one 
over  the  next  two  hours,  Father  saw  an  as¬ 
tounding  array  of  Proof  and  Uncirculated 
coins — all  denominations  and  all  series — 
every  one  a  glimmering  jewel.  After  Hill 
explained  how  to  handle  these  coins,  he  al¬ 
lowed  Father  to  handle  any  one  he  wished  to. 

Father  did  not  buy  any  coins  that  day — he 
felt  he  couldn’t  afford  it — not  even  Proof 
Indian  Head  cents  at  354  to  65<t  each!  But  he 
did  get  the  feeling  that  Hill  liked  him.  That 
night,  Father  could  notget  to  sleep;  hecouldn’t 
stop  thinking  about  the  coins  he  had  seen. 
About  2:00  a.m.,  he  got  up  and  looked  at  his 
own  “collection."  He  was  hooked!  He  put  his 
“collection"  in  a  pouch  and  the  next  after¬ 
noon  after  work  he  went  out  onto  Market 

In  1926  my  father  graduated  from  Oregon  State  as  an  Street  to  try  to  find  Mr.  Hill. 


My  Father, 
the  Collector 


by  David  P.  Flippin 


electrical  engineer  and  moved  to  San  Francisco.  There  he 
found  a  job  at  25<f  an  hour  with  the  Great  Western  Power 
Company  which  later  merged  into  the  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company.  Father  first  became  interested  in  coins  by 
combing  through  change,  then  by  purchasing  from  coin 
dealers.  The  dealers  he  did  business  with  were  not  the  larger, 
better  known  names  in  numismatics,  but  small  dealers  scarcely 
known  outside  of  their  own  circles.  Two  of  them  were  H.L. 
Hill  of  San  Francisco  and  J.W.  Jones  of  Berkeley. 

Father  was  introduced  to  H.L.  Hill  by  the  beat  cop  at  the 
P.G.  &  E.  building  in  San  Francisco.  Hill  was  about  63  years 


Hill  was  standing  on  the  corner  talking  to  the  man 
who  ran  the  newspaper  stand.  As  Father  approached, 
Hill  turned  and  said,  “Ah,  Mr.  Flippin,  I  was 
waiting  for  you."  Hill  knew  Father  was  hooked 
even  before  Father  knew — Hill  seemed  to  have 
a  sixth  sense  about  reading  people.  In  the 
lobby  of  the  P.G.  &  E  building,  Father  ex- 
changed  his  old  “collection"  to  buy  the  first 
two  coins  of  his  new  collection:  the  1864  Proof 
dollar  ($3.30)  and  a  1797  VF  dime  ($3.00). 

Hill  didn’t  allow  many  people  to  come  to  his  apartment.  So, 


old,about6'4  ",  tall  and  very  substantial.  He  always  wore  a  huge  a  few  years  later,  when  he  invited  Father  to  come  over  on  a 


overcoat  which  gave  him  the  appearance  of 
being  a  human  mountain.  He  had  an  apartment 
in  San  Francisco  but  never  did  business  there. 
His  transactions  were  conducted  on  street  cor¬ 
ners,  in  restaurants,  lobbies,  doorways,  etc.  Hill 
was  on  excellent  terms  with  all  the  beat  cops, 
doormen,  desk  attendants,  waitresses,  just  about 
everyone  on  Market  Street — they  all  loved  his 
wit  and  congeniality  and  they  all  looked  out  for 
him.  Hill  never  carried  anything  in  his  hands. 
He  carried  his  coins  in  dozens  and  dozens  of 
little  pockets  sewn  on  the  inside  of 
his  big  overcoat.  He  said  he 


Surely  across  the 
country  there  must 
have  been  many 
other  small  dealers 
like  Hill  and  Jones 
who  helped  enrich 
the  lives  of  others. 


could  easily  carry  a  thou- 
sand  coins  at  one  time,  each  one  in  its  own 
envelope. 

After  being  introduced,  he  took  Fa¬ 
ther  to  the  lobby  of  the  Palace  Hotel. 
There,  seated  in  a  corner,  they  chatted 
for  about  a  half  hour  before  Hill  steered 
the  conversation  to  coins  and  then  pulled 
out  a  few  envelopes.  The  first  coin  out  was 
an  1864  Proof  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  It 
had  a  beautiful  light  purple,  iridescent 
mirror  finish.  Father  was  amazed.  He 
had  never  seen  a  Proof,  much  less  an  old 
Proof;  he  had  only  seen  coins  in  change. 
The  price  was  $3.50.  Well,  Father  had 
less  than  $2.00  in  his  pocket  and  that 
had  to  last  him  a  week  until  it  was  payday 
again.  Hill  just  nodded  and  smiled.  He  put 


Sunday  afternoon,  Father  jumped  at 
the  chance.  Hill’s  apartment  had  a 
large  living  room  which  was  lined 
with  map  cabinets,  each  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  very  wide,  deep,  thin  drawers. 
Whatever  series  you  were  interested 
in,  Hill  could  pull  out  at  least  one 
drawer  of  them — mostly  Proof  and 
Uncirculated. 

The  first  drawer  he  pulled  out  for 
Father  was  full  of  San  Francisco  pri¬ 
vate  gold.  The  second  drawer  was 
private  gold  from  other  cities.  Hill 
urged  Father  to  invest  as  much  as  he 
could  afford  into  private  gold.  He  would  say,  “These  coins  are 
being  melted  down  every  day  and  they  were  rare  to  start  with.” 
Hill  was  proud  of  the  fact  that  all  of  the  gold  he  had,  he  had  rescued 
from  the  melting  pot  (he  got  them  from  bank  tellers).  The  prices 
were  certainly  right.  With  the  notable  exception  of  one  small  bar, 
most  were  hardly  more  than  two  or  three  times  face. 

But  with  the  Depression  hitting  so  hard,  Father  felt  lucky  to 
be  able  to  set  aside  a  dollar  or  two  a  week  for  his  hobby.  So  Hill 
pulled  out  drawer  number  three.  It  was  loaded  with  California 
fractional  gold.  Over  the  next  couple  of  years  Father  did  put 
together  a  nice  little  collection  of  these  pieces. 

Hill  never  mentioned  where  he  got  all  his  Proof  and  Uncir¬ 
culated  coins,  but  admitted  that  most  of  his  circulated  coins 
(including  all  the  gold)  came  from  bank  tellers  at  face  value.  He 
had  a  small  army  of  tellers  spread  out  over  many  of  the  banks  in 
the  Bay  Area.  They  would  set  aside  anything  unusual  for  him. 
When  Father  was  transferred  (and  moved)  to  Oakland,  Hill 
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introduced  him  to  his  contact  at  the  Central  Bank  of  Oakland.  Father 
ended  up  buying  a  lot  of  fractional  currency  from  that  teller  (Hill  didn’t 
care  to  deal  in  paper  currency). 

By  the  mid  1 930's,  Father  was  buying  from  a  Berkeley  dealer  whose 
shop  was  not  far  from  where  he  lived — now  married  with  one  son. 
Since  Father  did  not  get  to  San  Francisco  very  often,  he  lost  track  of  Mr. 
Hill,  but  learned  later  that  Hill  had  died  in  the  late  30’s. 

Father’s  collecting  interests  had  spread  to  include 
minerals.  After  work  one  afternoon  as  he  was  driving  up 
University  Avenue  in  Berkeley,  he  noticed  a  shop  with 
mineral  specimens  and  shells  in  the  window.  He  stopped, 
went  in,  and  met  with  J.W.  Jones,  the  proprietor. 

Jones  was  a  short,  heavy  set,  good  natured  man  about 
60  years  old.  He  had  one  glass  eye  and  a  very  neat  goatee.  A  wel  I 
educated  man,  he  held  three  Ph.D.s  from  the  universities  of 
California,  Oregon,  and  Illinois.  Sea  shells  were  his  great  love — he 
dealt  with  clients  all  over  the  world.  Minerals  and  coins  came  in 
second. 

His  shop  was  long  and  narrow.  He  had  partitioned  it  into  three 
areas.  The  front  third  had  large  glass  cabinets  full  of  coins  and  minerals. 
The  second  third  was  tiered  on  both  sides  with  shelves  and  a  long  table 
down  the  center  all  lined  with  butcher  paper  that  was  neatly  thumb- 
tacked  down  and  on  which  hundreds  of  shells  were  neatly  arranged. 
The  back  third  was  where  Jones  lived.  He  took  his  meals  at  the 
restaurant  across  the  street. 

Jones  loved  to  talk.  He  could  discourse  for  hours  on  any  subject.  At 
that  First  meeting  Father  had  selected  his  purchases  without  much 
delay,  but  he  did  n6t  leave  the  shop  until  around  8:00  p.m.  Father  was 
a  good  conversationalist  too! 

Over  the  next  few  years,  Jones  and  Father  became  good  friends. 
Father  invited  Jones  to  dinner  and  Jones  invited  the  Flippin  family  to 
dine  with  him  at  his  favorite  restaurant — across  the  street  from  his 
shop. 

One  day  while  browsing  through  Jones’  shop,  Father  noticed  a 
fine  specimen  of  gold-bearing  quartz.  It  was  $7.00.  He  asked  if 
Jones  could  hold  it  for  a  week  until  he  got  paid.  Jones  agreed 
and  Father  returned  a  week  later  with  the  money.  However, 

Jones  then  suggested  that  a  better  buy  would  be  two  coins 
which  had  just  came  in— an  1 873  2C  Proof  and  an  1 877 
Proof.  After  considering  their  rarity,  Father  opted  for  the 
two  Proofs — $6.00.  This  was  the  standard  way  of  doing 
business  for  Jones.  He  would  always  nudge  you  toward  the  best 
buy  for  what  you  could  afford. 

He  was  also  quite  willing  to  get  involved  in  stopping  an  inequity,  as  he 
saw  it.  Not  infrequently,  he  would  go  out  the  front  of  his  shop  to  correct 
or  advise  someone.  It  might  have  been  his  telling  a  motorist  that  he  had 
parked  so  close  to  another  car  that  the  other  driver  would  have  great 
difficulty  getting  out;  or,  as  my  father  witnessed,  chastising  a  woman  who 
was  walking  so  quickly  that  her  small  son  in  tow  was  being  dragged  along 
behind  her.  Jones  pointed  out  that  her  son’s  legs  were  not  as  long  as  hers 
and  she  should  slow  down  and  allow  him  to  walk  with  dignity. 

Many  afternoons  you  could  Find  Jones  sitting  in  the  front  of  his  shop 
tutoring  a  graduate  student  in  mathematics  or  geology — the  U.C. 
campus  was  only  a  few  blocks  away.  Jones  never  charged  for  his  help, 
he  felt  knowledge  was  the  right  of  everyone. 

His  knowledge  of  coins  was  prodigious  even  though  they  were 
secondary  to  him.  His  memory  was  infallible;  you  could  stand  in  front 
of  him  with  a  reference  book  and  you  still  couldn’t  stump  him. 


Father  once  asked  Jones  if  it  was  difficult  making  a  living  selling 
shells,  minerals,  and  coins.  He  replied  that  they  kept  him  in  business 
and  fed  h  im,  but  not  much  more.  It  was  gem  stones  that  afforded  him 
a  very  comfortable  living.  Once  a  month,  Jones  would  make  the  rounds 
of  the  pawnshops  in  the  Bay  area.  He  knew  they  all  could  recognize 
diamonds,  but  he  felt  that  not  one  in  20  could  recognize  colored  gem 
stones  with  any  consistency.  He  always  came  home  with  a  handful  of 
stones,  at  least  two  or  three  of  which  were  real.  In  order  not  to  alert 
the  pawn  brokers,  Jones  would  purchase  a  few  additional  stones — 
all  from  the  same  lOtf  or  25<£  tray.  He  told  Father  that  he  made 
enough  money  from  gem  stones  that  he  didn’t  need  to  make 
a  profit  on  the  coins  he  sold.  Indeed,  he  sold  many  for 
exactly  what  he  paid  for  them.  He  just  enjoyed  handling 
them  and  conversing  with  the  collectors. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  as  Father  and  Jones  were 
sitting  and  chatting  in  "1  he  Coin  Room,  a  very  elderly 
man  came  in  looking  for  a  rare  shell  for  his  son’s  birthday. 

The  man  was  not  polite  at  all,  but  Jones  kept  his  dignity.  When 
it  came  time  to  pay  for  his  purchase  (something  over  $300),  the  man 
was  $2. 1 0  short.  He  felt  he  was  spending  enough  so  they  should  call  it 
square.  Jones  was  adamant  on  the  full  price.  The  man  hesitated  a 
minute  and  glared  then  reached  into  his  two  vest  pockets  and  pulled  out 
one  silver  dollar  from  each  and  put  them  on  the  counter.  Jones 
informed  him  that  he  was  still  10C  short.  The  man  uttered  such 
invectives  and  became  so  animated  (Jones  remaining  the  gentleman  as 
always)  that  Father  was  afraid  the  man  would  break  the  shell.  Father 
knew  Jones  would  be  far  more  hurt  than  angered  to  see  a  rare  and 
beautiful  shell  broken,  so  Father  took  a  dime  out  of  his  pocket  and  set 
it  on  the  counter  next  to  the  two  silver  dollars.  This  stopped  the  man 
cold.  Jones  said,  “Now  we  are  square.’  He  wrapped  the  shell,  handed 
it  to  the  man  and  the  man  left  without  saying  a  word — not  even  a  thank 
you  to  Father.  Jones  picked  up  the  money  off  the  counter 
including  Father’s  dime  but  left  the  two  silver  dollars 
setting  there.  Jones  looked  at  the  two  dollars  then  at 
Father,  then  asked,  “What  do  you  think?’’  Father  exam¬ 
ined  the  coins  and  said,  “I  think  I’d  like  to  buy  them,  how 
much?”  “For  you,  $1.90,  "was  the  reply.  Father  wasn't  sure 
he  had  heard  correctly.  Jones  smiled  and  repeated  $1.90  for 
both.  So  Father  paid  him  $2.00  and  got  his  own  dime  back  as 
change.  Both  coins  were  a  nice  VF  and  both  dated  1798,  however, 
they  had  different  reverses. 

When  the  P.G.  &  E.  transferred  Father  out  of  the  Bay  Area,  he 
gradually  lost  touch  with  Jones.  With  two  sons  and  a  heavier  company 
responsibility,  Father  couldn’t  devote  as  much  time  to  coin  collecting 
as  he  had  in  the  past. 

Jones  died  sometime  after  1939.  His  will  provided  that  his  personal 
shell  collection  be  given  to  the  three  universities  he  attended.  The 
importance  of  his  collection  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  within  two 
days  the  representatives  of  the  universities  were  at  his  shop  making  their 
selections.  His  great  success  with  gem  stones  became  apparent  when  it 
was  discovered  that  under  the  butcher  paper  which  lined  the  shelves, 
there  were  carpets  of  $100  bills.  For  years  anyone  who  handled  the 
shells  in  his  shop  literally  had  a  fortune  at  their  Fingertips. 

These  were  two  of  the  coin  dealers  my  Ftther  bought  from  in  the  late 
’20s  and  ’30s.  They  were  both  very  colorful,  and  both  were  good  and 
gentle  men.  Surely  across  the  country  there  must  have  been  many  other 
small  dealers  like  Hill  and  Jones  who  helped  enrich  the  lives  of  others. 
They  deserve  not  to  be  forgotten. 
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date,  we  know  vou  II  be  delighted!  A  sparkling  beauty. 


Only  a  levs  lett  tor,  each: . 147.00 

102"  S  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful . 1 59.00 

1927- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 
iny  surface  characteristic  ot  this  date.  ..350.00 

1928  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189.00 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,350.00 

1928-S  MS-63 . 350.00 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,425.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 133.00 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1 934  MS-62  (NGC) . 90.00 

1934-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  . 98.00 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 84.00 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece 
of  your  collection . 3,495.00 

Lustrous  1934-S  Rarity 
1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  toning.  A  very  pleasing  specimen 

of  this  famous  rarity. . 2,750.00 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  se¬ 
ries . 1 ,750.00 

1934-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  frosty,  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  the  most  wanted  mintmark 
issue  in  the  series . 1,365.00 


1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  The  reverse  is  even 
finer .  1,260.00 


1 934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 

. 450.00 

1934-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  with  nearly 

full  original  lustre . 

. 450.00 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 78.00 

1935-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

. 140.00 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagle’s 

tail.  AU-50.  Bril- 

liant . 

. 76.00 

No  Question  About  This  One 

“Dear  Gail, 

“Thank  you  for  the  gem  1925  Peace 
dollar.  It  sure  is ‘easy’  on  the  eyes!  Please  tell 
I  )ave,  who  is  probably  the  one  who  bought 
it  for  your  stock,  that  it  will  fit  into  my 
collection  nicely.  — J.M. 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin 
is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or 
lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  II  you  are  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops 
here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$269 

$485 

1922 

30 

62 

$195 

1922-D 

78 

595 

1922-S 

335 

1923 

30 

62 

195 

1923-D 

1825 

1923-S 

450 

1924 

34 

210 

1924-S 

459 

1925 

34 

63 

195 

1925-S 

126 

695 

1926 

560 

1926-D 

245 

965 

1926-S 

56 

219 

1295 

1927 

365 

2695 

1927-D 

245 

760 

1927-S 

219 

885 

1928 

350 

625 

2650 

1928-S 

350 

1350 

1934 

255 

1425 

1934-S 

2750 

1935 

78 

195 

875 

1935-S 

265 

435 

Susan  Ik  Anthony  Hollars 

1979-1981  Set.  Mint  State  (MS-63  or  so)  and  Proof 
(gems  as  issued;  includes  two  varieties  of  1 979- 

S).  In  Dansco  album . 135.00 

1981  P-D-S.  Three-piece  coin  set.  MS-65  ...9.95 

Trade  hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Use  our  listing — including 
items  from  our  recent  buying  trips — to  add  to  your 
collection,  or  consider  starting  a  set.  In  general, 
these  are  many  multiples  rarer  than  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  but  are  a  heck  of  a  lot  cheaper! 

Basic  information:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for  cir¬ 
culation  from  1  873-1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish 
after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offering  many 
purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of  this  series 


is  ably  and  interestingly  chronicled  in  The  United 
States  Trade  Dollar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out  of 
print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  contains  detailed  studies  on  each  date  and 
mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled  together 
with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of 
the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1 878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from 
1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins, 
heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impres¬ 
sive  display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  be¬ 
low  LIBERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  be¬ 
low  LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under  eagle’s 
claw. 

Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under 
eagle’s  claw. 

Rarest  Early  Proof  Trade  $1 

1873  Proof-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  deeply 

mirrorlike.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest 
(in  terms  of  specimens  surviving  today)  Proof 
issue  of  the  1 873-1883  trade  dollar  series.  First 
year  of  issue . 2,695.00 

Rare  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar. 

1873-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Certainly  one  of  the  rarest  and  most  desirable 
business  strike  issues  in  the  trade  dollar  series. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector.  ...4,440.00 

Superb  Proof  1874  Trade  $1 

1874  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 

delicately  toned,  of  the  second  rarest  (after 
1873)  trade  dollar  of  the  Proof  1873-1883 
series . 2,595.00 

1874  Proof-60  (PCGS) . 1,195.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  in  collections  today, 
the  1874  is  the  second  rarest  (1873  is  rarest)  Proof  trade 
dollar  of  the  1873  to  1883  dates. 

Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly 
toned  specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a 
rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we 
have  seen  in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years.  The 
trade  dollar  specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this 
one .  4,650.00 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  lor 
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by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarked  trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples 
were  rapidly  circulated  in  America  and,  especially,  in  the 
Orient. 

1874-S  Large  Mintmark 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  2,350.00 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S  mintmark.  395.00 


Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 


1 875  Type  l/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned  and 
very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one!  ....  2,295.00 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning . 995.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec- 


°Snized . 1,895.00 

1 876  Fype  1/1 1.  AU-50.  Cray  toned  surfaces.  255.00 

1876-CC  Type  1/1 1.  AU-58,  proofiike.  Scarce  so 
fine . 795.00 

Gem  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,950.00 


Superb  1 876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  coin! . 2,795.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over 
frosty  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  coin . 650.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61 . 675.00 

1 876-S  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595.00 

1877  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Important  for  its  low 
mintage,  the  1 877  has  always  been  considered 
a  key  date  in  Proof  format . 1,795.00 

The  formation  of  a  complete  set  of  Proof  trade  dollars 
containing  one  of  each  date  from  1873  through  1883,  11 
coins  in  all,  is  eminently  affordable,  and  will  reward  the  seeker 
with  one  of  the  most  splendid  collections  of  dollar-size  coins 
in  the  American  series.  This  listing  of  trade  dollars  gives  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  begin. 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,695.00 

1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 


higher  grades . 1,495.00 

1877  MS-62 . 695.00 

1877  AU-55 . 295.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1 ,550.00 


1 877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A  nice 


candidate  for  a  type  set . 695.00 

1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  575.00 

1 877-S  AU-58.  One  Oriental  chopmark .  265.00 

1877-S  AU-50. Two  Oriental  chopmarks .  1 75. (X) 

1877-S  AU-58.  With  two  chopmarks  from  use  in 
the  Orient.  Historical! . 395.00 

Gem  1878  Rarity 

1878  Proof-64.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  rar¬ 
ity.  . 3,350.00 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Impor¬ 
tant  and  beautiful.  Proof-only  issue.  ..  3,350.00 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray 
over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter 
a  somewhat  scarce  characteristic  for  this  is¬ 
sue .  1,350.00 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 
year  of  business  strike  mintage .  1,095.00 

1 878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fhe  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 
and  lustrous . 995.00 

1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A 

very  popular  Proof-only  issue . 1,795.00 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with 

splashes  of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden 
mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  you  II  ever 
find  in  any  grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only 
date .  3,350.00 

1880  Proof-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  despite 
some  time  seemingly  spent  in  circulation  but, 
more  likely,  simply  jingled  together  with  fam¬ 
ily  effects  over  the  years . 1 ,1 50.00 

In  1 880,  and  for  decades  thereafter,  no  trade  dollars  cir¬ 
culated  (as  their  legal  tender  qualification  had  been  repealed 
on  July  22,  1 876). 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date . 1,750.00 

Candie  Stayton  Writes 

The  following  is  from  Candie  Stayton ,  ad¬ 
vertising  director  for  Coin  World: 

“Dave: 

“Had  to  drop  you  a  note.  Just  read  the 
‘This  and  That  column  in  your  latest  Rare 
Coin  Review.  It’s  great!  Really  enjoyable  read¬ 
ing.” 

— Candie 


Commemorative  Distinction 


Recently  at  Logan  Airport  in  Boston  we  came 
across  T.  James  Farrell,  a  distinguished  engraver 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  who  has  created  a 
number  of  interesting  pieces,  among  which  is  the 
obverse  of  the  1992  Olympic  $5.  “In  a  contest 
held  in  Germany,  this  was  called  the  gold  coin  of 
the  year,”  Jim  related. 

It  is  nice  to  know  that  overseas  numismatists 


like  collecting  American  commemoratives  almost 
as  much  as  United  States  collectors  do.  This 
brought  to  mind  a  comment  made  by  Mint 
Director  Donna  Pope  to  your  editor  a  number  of 
years  ago,  in  which  she  stated  that  one  of  the 
prime  markets  for  the  now-rare  $10  Olympic 
gold  Proofs  of  1984-P,  1984-D  and  1 984-S  was 
West  Germany. 
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same  series.  Any  possibility?  — W.T. 


(iiirslion  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Quite  a  few  of  these  columns  arc 
dated,  and  1  am  not  sure  if  reading 
about  what  I  did  at  a  convention  or 
auction  recently,  while  perhaps  in¬ 
teresting  to  read  now,  would  have  permanent 
value.  Time  is  the  main  problem;  1  would  have  to 
edit  such  a  book  to  make  the  columns  flow 
together,  to  correct  typos,  and  so  on,  and  right 
now  that  isn’t  in  the  cards.  However,  thanks  for 
the  support.  Drop  me  a  note  next  year  and  1  will 
update  you. 

1  i  it 


I  found  a  clipping  in  a  file  the  other  day, 
about  your  buying  an  Extremely  High  Relief 
MCMVII  double  eagle  from  Yale  University. 
What  happened  to  it?  Is  it  for  sale  now?  How 
many  of  these  have  you  handled?  How  many  regular  High 
Reliefs  have  you  handled?  Just  curious.  — B.A. 

A  The  Yale  University  specimen  was  sold  to  a 
California  client.  Over  the  years  we  have  had  five 
or  six  specimens  of  the  Extremely  High  Relief. 

I  have  never  kept  track  of  the  regular  MCMVII 
High  Relief  pieces  we’ve  had,  but  it  surely  is  in  the  hundreds  if 
not  more.  Of  course,  it  is  common  for  us  to  sell  the  same  coin 
over  and  over  during  a  period  of  years  as  collections  are  formed, 
dispersed,  and  new  collections  are  formed. 

It  A  A 

What  does  the  term  “specie”  mean.  Specie 
payments  were  suspended  on  May  10,  1837, 
according  to  an  inscription  on  the  reverse  of  a 
copper  token  I  have.  — M.E.,  Jr. 


Q 

A 


I  recently  bought  a  very  nice  Mint  State  1909 
V.D.B.  cent  for  $23.  How  can  such  a  nice 
coin,  so  old  and  the  first  year  of  the  Lincoln 
design,  be  so  cheap?  — S.R.C. 


Q 

A 


When  Lincoln  cents  were  first  released  into 
circulation  in  August  1909  they  were  great 
novelties.  Accordingly,  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
versions  were  saved  in  inordinate  numbers  by 

the  public. 

This  reminds  us  of  an  article  that  appeared  in  Coin  World,  I 
think  it  was  about  20  years  ago,  about  a  cache  of  thousands  of 
these  pieces  that  had  been  secreted  in  1909  after  a  robbery,  and 
had  recently  come  to  light.  Does  any  present  reader  know  more? 
If  so,  send  in  your  comments  for  future  publication  here. 

A  A  It 

How  rare  is  the  1858  over  inverted  date  half 
dime  in  Mint  State?  I  have  an  EF  and  would 
like  to  upgrade  if  feasible.  — A.T. 


Specie  =  coins,  especially 
silver  and  gold  coins.  On 
May  10,  1837,  many  East¬ 
ern  banks  agreed  to  stop 
paying  out  coins.  The  so-called  Panic  of 
1837  ensued.  For  a  good  precis  of  this, 
see  the  introduction  to  the  Hard  Times 
tokens  in  Russ  Rulau’s  new  United  States 
Tokens  book  available  from  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department,  or  free  on  loan  from 
the  ANA  Resource  Center  (new  name  for 
the  ANA  Library)  in  Colorado  Springs. 

i  i  u 

QI  have  a  scrapbook  of 
your  Coin  World  col¬ 
umns  and  wonder  if  you 
will  ever  publish  these  in 
book  form.  I  enjoy  your  “Companion’ 


Q 

A 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


I  estimate  that  about  7  to  1 5  Mint  State  pieces 
are  known  to  exist.  This  variety  has  not  been 
extensively  publicized  and,  besides,  there  are 
not  many  specialists  in  the  half  dime  field. 
Accordingly,  the  price  of  this  coin  in  Mint 
State  is  not  high  in  a  relative  sense. 

Hi 

I  bought  a  copy  of  B.  Max 
Melds  Star  Riire  Coin  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  and  wonder 
what  it  might  be  worth.  A 
local  dealer  said  to  check  with  you  on 
this.  — W.T.T. 


Q 


A 


This  premium  guide  was 
issued  under  various  titles 
and  in  several  dozen  edi¬ 
tions  from  the  early  20th 
century  through  the  1950s.  On  a  retail 


books  a  lot,  and  basis  a  seller  of  out-of-print  coin  books  would  probably  charge 
think  these  columns  would  make  a  nice  book  to  go  in  the  $10  to  $20  for  an  average  copy. 
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t 

I 

I I 


QIn  your  Commodore  Perry  auction  catalog,  several 
lots  were  described  as  “Condition  Census.”  I  have 
never  seen  this  term  used  and  cannot  derive  its 
meaning  from  the  context.  Could  you  please  explain 
the  meaning  and  significance  of  this  term?  — R.H. 

A  This  term,  which  had  its  origin  with  large  cents  in  Dr. 

Sheldon’s  1949  book,  Early  American  Cents  and  its  1958 
revision,  refers  to  the  finest  known  examples  of  a  given 
variety.  Sheldon  gave  this  explanation,  actually  more  of  an 
illustration  than  a  definition,  here  quoted  in  part  from  the  1958  version: 
It  is  necessary  first  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  term  condition 
census. 

For  an  example,  take  1794  cent  variety  Sheldon-66.  The  Condition 
Census  is  35-15  (35-30-20-15-12-10).  This  is  simply  a  mnemonic 
summary  of  the  following  information: 

The  finest  example  known  to  the  writer  or  to  his  collaborators  is  now 
believed  to  merif  ’a  condition  grading  of  VF-35-  The  average  condition 
of  the  next  five  finest  coins  of  this  variety,  to  the  best  of  our  present 
knowledge,  is  about  F-l 5- 

In  practice,  today  in  1995  the  average  quality  concept  of  the  next 
five  coins  is  rarely  used.  The  calculating  of  an  average  per  Dr.  Sheldon’s 
scale  isn’t  particularly  meaningful  mathematically  (I  get  17.4  as  the 
average,  by  the  way),  as  the  scale  is  widely  spaced  on  an  irregular  basis 
(for  example,  the  Very  Fine  category  extends  all  the  way  from  VF-20 
to  just  short  of  EF-40,  or  a  range  of  20  different  numbers,  while  both 
the  AU  and  the  Mint  State  categories  are  each  given  just  10  numbers, 
and  the  Good  category  (G-4  to  just  short  ofVG-8)  gets  four  numbers. 
Statistical  nonsense,  this! 

In  any  event,  today  it  is  more  informative  to  list  the  individual 
grades  rather  than  taking  an  average.  Thus,  Dr.  Sheldon’s  illustration 
would  be  presented  as  35-30-20-15-12-10.  This  information  is  more 
helpful  than  is  an  average  of  F-l  5,  especially  since  there  is  only  one  F- 
15  coin  in  the  Condition  Census. 

Not  to  rattle  the  deceased  Dr.  Sheldon’s  cage  (the  New  York  Times 
took  care  of  this  lately  with  their  long  series  on  Dr.  Sheldon’s  nude 
photographs  of  Ivy  League  university  students;  you  may  have  read  it), 
but  the  Condition  Census  has  numerous  additional  loose  ends. 

Suppose  for  example  that  the  top  six  known  specimens  grade  as 
follows:  63-63-63-63-63-60,  and  that  the  next  300  coins  are  also  MS- 
60?  Obviously,  the  Condition  Census  doesn’t  work,  as  it  suggests  at 
quick  glance  that  MS-60  specimens  are  rarer  than  MS-63s  and,  further, 
gives  the  reader  no  idea  of  the  truth:  that  in  fact  MS-63  coins  are  much 
rarer  than  MS-60  pieces! 

Complicating  the  situation  still  further  is  that  in  some  series  more  than 
six  coins  have  been  considered  when  evaluating  a  Condition  Census. 
Moreover,  in  other  series — Capped  Rust  halves  are  an  example — no 
central  authority  has  been  used  for  grading,  but  instead  various  grades 


submitted  by  owners  of  the  half  dollars  have  been  employed  as  given. 

My  feeling  is  that  at  present  the  term  Condition  Census  refers  to  a 
coin  which  stands  among  the  top  six  or  so  known,  except  that  if  the 
lowest  grade  in  the  Condition  Census  has  plural  examples  not  reflected 
in  just  six  numbers,  then  the  Condition  Census  population  can  be 
larger,  even  much  larger. 

ft  4  A 


QI  recently  went  to  a  coin  show  and  stuck  my  foot  into 
the  sea  of  Morgan  dollars.  I  bought  only  certified 
MS-64  coins  and  was  doing  fine  until  I  noticed  that 
prices  asked  varied  all  over  the  place,  and  more 
disturbing,  some  MS-64  coins  were  quite  a  bit  nicer  than  others. 
In  fact,  I  bought  one  MS-63  that  is  nicer  than  ANY  of  the  MS-64 
coins.  I  know  you  have  written  about  this,  but  I  can’t  put  my  finger 
on  what  issue  this  appeared  in.  In  short,  what  guidelines  should  I 
use  when  adding  to  my  collection.  Several  dealers  told  me  that  all 
sales  were  final,  so  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  show  the  coins 
around.  As  I  don’t  know  any  other  collectors,  I  would  have  no  one 
to  show  them  to  anyway.  Sign  me  “Confused  in  Chicago.” 

Dear  Confused: 

With  a  signature  like  that,  I  will  pretend  that  I  am 
writing  a  “Dear  Abby”  column  on  coins. 

The  answer  is  simple:  Certified  coins  vary  all  over  the 
place  in  grades  and,  beyond  that,  have  no  factor  for  beauty  or  ugliness. 
If  you  look  at  1 00  certified  MS-63  Morgan  dollars,  you  will  find  some 
gorgeous  specimens  and  you  will  find  some  real  dogs.  Here  is  what  we 
do  when  we  buy  Morgan  dollars: 

•  First  of  all,  we  refresh  ourselves  on  the  characteristics  of  each 
variety.  For  example,  we  remember  that  1881  -S  Morgan  dollars 
nearly  always  come  sharply  struck  and  attractive;  buying  one  of  these 
is  a  no-brainer.  Look  at  1 0  pieces  and  probably  six  or  seven  are  OK. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  it  comes  to  the  1 891-0,  1921  Philadelphia, 
or  certain  other  varieties,  one  would  probably  have  to  look  at  100 
pieces  to  find  six  or  seven  nice  ones. 

•  Probably  the  easiest  way  for  you  to  become  close  to  an  expert  is 
to  invest  in  a  few  books  about  silver  dollars.  Read  through  them  and  jot 
down  the  characteristics  of  the  particular  pieces  you  are  seeking.  1  hen 
when  you  are  offered  a  coin,  be  sure  it  is  attractive  in  appearance  to  you, 
what  I  have  referred  to  as  the  “I  like  it  test.  "  If  it  is  aesthetically  appealing 
to  your  eye,  then  chances  are  good  that  when  the  time  comes  for  you 
to  sell,  the  buyer  will  like  it  too.  The  worst  thing  you  can  do  is  buy  a 
dull,  unattractive,  even  ugly  coin  because  you  think  it  is  a  bargain.  It  I 
were  spending  your  money,  I  would  rather  pay  a  40%  premium  tor  a 
truly  choice  1891-0  dollar,  for  example,  than  buy  a  ugly  one  for  40% 
under  market! 

#  With  regard  to  certified  coins,  do  as  we  do  and  use  their  grades 
as  a  starting  point.  From  there,  make  your  own  tests. 
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Coins  for  Sale 


As  we  go  to  press:  We  have  been  buying  some 
really  nice  gold  coins,  especially  among  Liberty  Head 
issues  ol  the  last  half  of  the  19th  century.  If  gold 
coins  are  among  your  interests,  we  cordially  invite 
you  to  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters.  Your  toll-free  call  to  Gail  Watson  or  Beth 
Piper  will  bring  any  item  to  your  mailbox  by  return 
mail.  In  addition,  if  you  don’t  see  it  listed,  give  us 
your  want  list.  Over  a  period  of  time  we  have  handled 
every  rarity  in  the  book! 

Basic  information:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denominations 
$1,  $21/2,  $3,  $5,  $10,  $20.  The  larger  denomina¬ 
tions,  $5,  $10,  and  $20,  were  primarily  intended  as 
bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-bank  settlements, 
international  transactions,  and  other  financing.  As 
many  of  these  were  shipped  overseas  during  the  1 9th 
and  early  20th  centuries,  fairly  substantial  quanti¬ 
ties  exist  today,  making  them  highly  collectible.  This 
is  particularly  true  for  many  issues  from  about  the 
1 880s  to  the  1920s.  Most  earlier  issues,  even  of  high 
mintages,  are  quite  rare  if  in  Mint  State.  $1  and  $3, 
rare  in  all  grades,  were  discontinued  in  1889,  and 
have  been  fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces, 
known  as  quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  variet¬ 
ies  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  available  from 
us  for  $80  net  plus  shipping  and  handling). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by  date, 
sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satisfying 
exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each  of  the 
major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the  reduced- 
weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August  1,  1834), 
and  continuing  in  certain  denominations  through 
1933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series  1795-1834  as 
well.  The  larger  denominations  such  as  $20  are  very 
affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell  for  relatively 
little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value,  despite  their 
being  75  to  100  or  more  years  old. 

Here  are  some  ideas  for  building  a  type  set  ofU.S. 
gold  coins,  incorporating  at  the  same  time  an  invi¬ 
tation  for  you  to  select  from  the  coins  we  offer  for 
sale  in  various  grades  and  price  levels.  Of  course, 
we’d  be  happy  to  help  you  put  together  a  set  of 
interest,  if  you  would  find  this  more  convenient 
than  picking  and  choosing  from  our  stock: 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  1:  Basic  denomination  type 
set:  ( )ne  specimen  each  of  $  1 ,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $  1 0, 
and  $20  gold  coins  =  6  coins. 


•  Bright  Idea  No.  2:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  of  the  circa  1839-1907  era: 
$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  =  6  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  3:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  $1  Type  I  Liberty  Head  design 
(1849-1854),  $1  Type  II  Indian  Princess  (18 54- 
1856),  $1  Type  III  Indian  Princess  (1856-1889), 
$2.50,  $3,  $5  No  Motto  (1839-1866),  $5  With 
Motto  (1866-1908),  $10  No  Motto  (1838-1866), 
$10  With  Motto  (1866-1907),  $20  No  Motto 
(1850-1866),  $10  With  Motto  and  with  reverse 
spelling  as  TWENTY  D.  (1866-1876),  $20  With 
Motto  and  with  reverse  spelling  as  TWENTY 
DOLLARS  ( 1 877- 1 907)  =  1 2  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  4:  20th-century  gold  type  set 
(basic),  with  designs  introduced  after  1900:  Indian 
Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5,  Saint-Gaudens  In¬ 
dian  $10,  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  =  4  coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  5:  20th-century  gold  type  set 
(sophisticated):  Indian  Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head 
$5,  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  No  Motto  (1907  or 
1908),  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  With  Motto 
(1908  to  1933),  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
minted  only  in  1 907,  Saint-Gaudens  $20  with  Ara¬ 
bic  numerals  in  date  (1907  and  1908),  and  Saint- 
Gaudens  $20  With  Motto  (1908  to  1933)  =  7 
coins. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  6:  Combine  Bright  Ideas  Nos. 

2  and  4,  for  an  expanded  basic  gold  type  set. 

•  Bright  Idea  No.  7:  Combine  Bright  Idea  Nos 

3  and  5  for  an  eye-popping  sophisticated  gold  type 
set. 

$1  (ioIiI  Pieces 

Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans 
issue.  Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart . 4,650.00 

At  the  time  the  1852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there 
was  not  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect 
gold  coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  set  aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces 
slipped  unnoticed  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces 
are  rare  at  all  levels.  Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 

1853  AU-55  (PCGS) . . 245.00 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58.  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous.  Some  lightness  of  strike,  as  usual,  at  85 
of  date . 1,295.00 

From  the  outset,  the  Mint  experienced  difficulties  in  strik¬ 
ing  up  the  central  features  of  the  new  Type  II  design.  Because 
of  this,  the  relief  was  modified  in  1856  (to  the  Type  III). 

1855  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . : 695.00 

1863  AU-50.  A  prime  rarity,  but  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  by  the  market . 1 ,650.00 

1873  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..265.00 

Quarter  Eagles 

1836  B-6142.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 850.00 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,950.00 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1 846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  This  issue,  when  found  at  all, 

is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade . 2,750.00 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very 
early  issue  in  the  series;  at  least  1 00  times  rarer 
than  a  typical  date  a  half  century  later  in  the 
early  1900s,  and  yet  the  price  is  only  a  slight 
amount  more.  This  will  be  a  magnificent  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  type  set  or  date  collection.  .  1,595.00 
1856  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825.00 

High-Grade  1857-0  $2.50 


1857-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5,895.00 

Current  grading  practices  as  applied  to  gold  coins  are  more 
liberal  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago;  at  least  that  is  our  view. 
Today  among  certified  coins  an  MS-60  coin  can  show  evidence 
of  friction  that  might  not  be  acceptable  on  a  copper  or  silver  coin 
of  the  same  grade.  Just  an  opinion.  The  certification  services 
have  never  defined  their  methodology,  so  far  as  we  know. 

FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 
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Gem  1860  $2.50  Rarity 


of  the  Classic  Head  type. 


1,395.00 


L 


lll\i  mi  STATUS  MINI  COINS 


1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  major  rarity  at  this  gem 
level,  an  item  of  which  few  equals  are  known  to 

exist . 6,950.00 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter 
eagle  at  this  grade  level.  A  prize  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist .  1,850.00 


High-Grade  1868-S  $2.50 


1868-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Outstanding  among  cer¬ 
tified  coins  (although  if  we  were  in  charge  of 
the  world  of  numismatic  grading,  we  would  be 
a  bit  less  liberal  on  this  one;  check  it  out  on 
your  own) . 6,450.00 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350.00 

1873-S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1874  AU-58  (NGC).  Much  mint  lustre  re¬ 
mains .  1 ,350.00 

1878  AU-58 . 235.00 

1879  AU-58 . 245.00 


1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  frosty. 

Beautiful  . 2,450.00 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450.00 

1903-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1911  -D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharp  mintmark.  1 ,950.00 
1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095.00 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,950.00 


Choice  1914-D  $2.50 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 

Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level. ..  1 ,950.00 
1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575.00 


$3  (.iil.l  hones 


1854  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  795.00 
1856  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive 

coin .  975.00 

Interesting  note:  The  185  numerals  of  the  date  are  of 
normal  sharpness,  and  the  last  digit,  6,  is  bolder.  This  is  be¬ 
cause  the  die  was  made  with  a  three-digit  punch,  185,  with 
the  plan  that  when  used  the  final  date  digit  would  be  sepa¬ 
rately  applied.  The  6  was  applied,  but  with  greater  force,  and 
went  deeper  into  the  die. 

1874  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  nice  candidate  for  a  type 

set . 995.00 

1878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own.  1,950.00 
1878  AU-53  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 875.00 


Mint  State  1889  $3 


1889  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,650.00 

Last  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination.  Launched  with 
great  expectations  in  1854 — for  reasons  that  seem  obscure 
today — the  $3  denomination  was  a  very  limited  success  dur¬ 
ing  its  first  few  years  of  issuance,  and  pieces  circulated  up 
through  the  early  1860s.  After  then,  mintages  were  mostly 
small  (1874  and  1878  being  exceptions),  and  by  the  1880s 
were  very  small.  By  the  time  that  1889  came  up  on  the  cal¬ 
endar,  the  $3  gold  piece  was  rarely  seen  in  the  channels  of 
commerce. 

Half  Mes 

Sharp  1810  Half  Eagle 

1810  EF-40.  Golden  surfaces.  A  nice  piece  for  a 

type  set . 2,795.00 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-50  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  brilliant  surfaces . 995.00 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Ideal 

for  a  type  set . 675.00 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre .  3,450.00 

1838  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin.  Last  year 


Exceptional  Quali 


ty 


1846-D  $5 


1846-D  AU-50  (NGC) . 3,650.00 

Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 


1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold. 
Certainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  in  this 
grade . 2,195.00 


Mint  State  1852-C  $5 


1852-C  MS-60  (NGC).  Not  often  seen  certified 
in  such  a  high  grade . 9,650.00 


1854-D  AU-53  (NGC).  High  grade . 2,350.00 


1856-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 725.00 

1857  AU-55  (NGC) . 595.00 

1858  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,950.00 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 


1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 

Rare  and  desirable . 2,350.00 

1868-S  VF-35.  Rare  in  all  grades . 895.00 

A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investmeni 
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Condition  Raritv  18H-S  $5 


IST’l-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  all  levels,  the 
1871-S  is  a  major  rarity  in  AU  preservation. 
Another  important  opportunity  for  the  gold 
specialist.  It  may  be  a  long  time  before  we  have 

another.  . 5,495.00 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875.00 

1879-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 
level,  although  not  difficult  to  find  in  worn 

grades . 1,250.00 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  nice  specimen  of  this 

overdate . 1,695.00 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1882-S  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  in  MS-63  preser¬ 
vation  relatively  few  exist . 1,595.00 

1 888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level . 1,095.00 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant . 295.00 

Among  Finest  1899-S  $5 


1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  coin  that 
ranks  among  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen.  San 
Francisco  Mint  half  eagles  in  this  grade  are  very 

difficult  to  locate . 3,450.00 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,195.00 

This  is  the  only  20th-century  overdate  of  the  half  eagle 
denomination.  As  such,  it  is  of  special  interest. 

1904-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  highly  impor¬ 
tant  and  somewhat  underrated  issue. ...  995.00 


1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295.00 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS) . 345.00 

1909- D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 410.00 

1910- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595.00 

191 1- S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395.00 


Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,850.00 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  hcen  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  rhe  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
rhe  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  arc  seldom  seen. 


Eagles 


Classic  1838  Rarity 


1838  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  yellow 
gold . 2,895.00 

First  year  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s  new  Coronet  design. 


1842  Small  Date.  AU-50  (NGC) . 1,695.00 

High-Grade  1843-0  $10 

■- 

1843-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 3,850.00 

1845  EF-40  (NGC) . 1,150.00 

1849  AU-53  (NGC) . 875.00 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 825.00 
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Starter  Set! 
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Commemoratives 
of  the 1892- 194 5 
Classic  Era: 

We’ll  select  $1,000  or  more 
worth  of  different  design  types 
(no  two  alike),  each  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This  will  be  a 
fine  start  on  a  complete  48-piece 
commemorative  set. 

In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll 
send  some  other  pieces  to  you 
on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if 
you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Sorry,  no 
dealers,  please. 


Your  net 
price  just 


*895 


ASK  FOR  “SPECIAL  COMMEMORATIVE  SET  #1” 
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A  New  Author 
Fares  Many 

Challenges 


by  Lawrence  E.  Cutler,  M.D. 

The  discovery  of  new  numismatic  facts  and  the  dispersal  of 
such  information  can  add  infinitely  to  the  joy  of  collecting.  It 
has  for  me. 

As  an  example  of  the  fun  as  well  as  the  pitfalls  one  can  have 
exploring  new  avenues,  Dave  Bowers  asked  me  to  share  with 
you  some  of  my  experiences  in  the  researching,  writing,  and 
publication  of  the  book,  Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  The 
Carson  City  Mint  1870-1893,  which  I  co-authored  with 
Douglas  Winter.  The  book  was  recently  published  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

A  little  more  than  four  years  ago,  my  family  took  a  trip  to 
the  Nevada  side  of  Lake  Tahoe.  The  scenery 
there  is  spectacular.  While  there  we  took  a  trip 
to  historic  Virginia  City  which  is  located  not 
far  from  the  Ponderosa,  made  famous  by  the 
popular  TV  show  Bonanza. 

Virginia  City,  Nevada,  once  the  largest 
city  in  the  West  and  home  to  the  fabulous 
Comstock  Lode,  is  now  a  large  ghost  town 
preserved  for  tourists.  The  visit  was  very 
moving.  In  many  ways  it  was,  for  me,  the 
uniquely  American  equivalent  of  viewing  the 
ancient  pyramids  of  Egypt  or  Mexico  or 
exploring  the  ancient  ruins  of  Greece  or 
Rome.  While  walking  through  the  town,  I 
could  imagine  what  it  might  have  been 
like  to  have  visited  Virginia  City  in  its  hey¬ 
day.  I  wanted  to  learn  more  so  I  purchased 
and  read  books  on  the  history  of  the  times  and  the  region. 

It  wasn’t  long  before  I  became  interested  in  learning  more 
about  Carson  City  coins  minted  from  the  gold  and  silver 
taken  from  the  mines  ofVirginia  City.  These  pieces,  each  with 
an  identifying  “CC  mintmark  on  its  reverse,  today  remain  as 
tangible  legacies  of  the  silver  and  gold  rush  days  of  the  old 
West.  For  me  they  conjured  images  of  explorers,  miners, 
outlaws,  marshals,  cowboys,  and  Indians. 

The  joy  of  pursuing  and  hunting  for  knowledge  about 
Carson  City  coinage  was  captivating.  I  discovered  much  to 
my  disappointment  and  surprise  that  there  were  no  numis¬ 
matic  books  specializing  in  only  Carson  City  gold  or  silver 
coins.  I  fantasized  that  I  would  someday  write  a  book  about 
this  neglected  area.  The  first  “research”  that  I  did  was  really 
only  discovering  in  books  and  journals  what  was  already 
known.  Since  I  was  new  to  the  field  with  no  previous 


background  in  Carson  City  coins,  that  was 
real  research  to  me,  but  not  original  re¬ 
search. 

An  early  goal  was  the  determination  of 
the  rarity  today  of  Carson  City  gold  coins. 

I  read  whatever  I  could  about  how  collec¬ 
tors  specializing  in  other  series  had  esti¬ 
mated  rarity  in  their  fields.  1  began  my  first 
studies  by  updating  auction  reports  origi¬ 
nally  compiled  by  David  Akers.  In  order  to 
get  the  latest  information  regarding  the 
availability  of  Carson  City  silver  and  gold 
coins,  I  obtained  a  listing  of  auction  ap¬ 
pearances  for  these  coins  from  information 
contained  in  Auction  Prices  Realized:  U.S. 
Coins,  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc.  Be¬ 
yond  that,  reports  generated  by  leading 
grading  services  were  useful  in  assessing  coins  that  may  not 
have  been  auctioned  but  were  publicly  known. 

The  pitfalls  of  guessing  how  many  coins  actually  exist  of 
a  given  issue  are  staggering.  Only  if  all  of  the  remaining  coins 
of  an  issue  are  put  together  and  counted  simultaneously  can 
absolute  rarity  be  determined.  This  task  is  next  to  impossible. 
1  bus,  a  researcher  is  left  to  count  auction  appearances, 
grading  service  reports,  and  obtain  estimates  from  experi¬ 
enced  collectors  and  dealers.  Then  one  makes  an  educated 
guess.  For  relatively  common  coins,  of  which  over  500  are 
known,  these  methods  of  estimating  tend  to  furnish  numbers 
smaller  than  the  real  population.  This  is 
because  common  coins  can  exist  in  un¬ 
documented  hoards.  Further,  since 
they  are  more  common,  they  are  auc¬ 
tioned  less  often  and  they  may  be  less 
frequently  submitted  to  grading  services. 
While  writing  the  book,  Doug  Winter 
and  I  realized  that  our  original  estimates 
based  on  our  knowledge  in  early  1994  of 
the  more  common  coins,  such  as  many  of 
the  Carson  City  double  eagles,  were  likely 
to  be  very  low.  We  made  a  special  effort  to 
warn  our  readers  of  this. 

The  population  of  rarer  coins  can  be 
estimated  more  accurately.  Taken  to  its  ul¬ 
timate  limits,  consider  a  coin  that  is  thought 
to  be  unique.  Barring  any  undocumented 
hoards,  how  far  can  one  be  off?  By  one,  or  two,  or  maybe  three 
coins  all  together?  Certainly,  it  could  not  be  by  dozens,  or 
hundreds,  or  thousands  as  is  possible  with  more  common  coins. 
We  found  that  the  estimates  of  rarer  coins  (fewer  than  7 5 
estimated  known)  tended  to  be  easier  and  in  the  future  will  be 
less  likely  to  require  adjustment. 

The  challenge  of  compiling  a  Condition  Census — a  listing 
of  the  finest  known  specimens — was  formidable.  We  thor¬ 
oughly  studied  numismatic  auction  catalogues.  We  spoke  to 
any  and  all  dealers  and  collectors  who  would  take  the  time  to 
discuss  fine  pieces  of  CC  gold  that  they  had  seen  or  had  heard 
of.  Doug  wrote  open  letters  to  collectors  in  the  major  periodi¬ 
cals  asking  for  Condition  Census  information.  Following  our 
substantial  efforts,  as  in  all  areas  of  collecting,  new  Condition 
Census  pieces  kept  turning  up.  After  our  book  went  to  press, 
a  number  of  high-grade  CC  gold  coins  were  discovered  in 
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Europe.  As  time  goes  on,  these  coins  wi 
data  file. 

our  research  period,  Doug 
the  coloration,  strike  and 
surface  texture  of  each  issue  of  Carson 
City  gold  from  the  first  year  of  mint¬ 
age,  1870,  to  the  last,  1893. 

About  two  years  before  the 
completion  of  the  book,  1  became 
fascinated  by  minute  die  varieties  of 
Carson  City  gold  coins — coins  of  the 
same  date  and  denomination  that  were 
struck  from  different  and  distinct  ob¬ 
verse  or  reverse  dies.  To  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  in  the  over  120-year  history  since 
the  United  States  Mint  opened  its  doors 
at  Carson  City,  only  one  other  indi¬ 
vidual,  Walter  H.  Breen,  had  system¬ 
atically  studied  and  published  infor¬ 
mation  on  die  varieties  of  CC  gold 
coins. 

Since  few  had  looked  for  CC  gold 
die  varieties,  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
do  truly  original  numismatic  research. 
From  Breen’s  publications  I  compiled 
all  the  previously  described  CC  gold 
varieties.  Even  though  Breen  had  writ¬ 
ten  about  them,  there  were  few  photo¬ 
graphs  to  use  to  document  and  com¬ 
pare  varieties.  I  viewed  every  CC  gold 
coin  I  could  find  either  in  person  or  in 
photographs.  I  made  my  own  photo¬ 
graphic  records  so  that  I  could  com¬ 
pare  coins  to  establish  a  yet  unknown 
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into  our 


and  1  made  careful  notes 


The 

1870-CC  $10 
gold  piece  was  the 
first  gold  coin  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  when  it  opened  in  1870.  Only  5,908 
were  minted.  The  authors’  research  suggests 
that  this  is  the  rarest  Carson  City  gold  coin 
with  an  estimated  survival  of  approximately 
30  specimens.  A  second  reverse  die  variety  of 
1870-CC  $10  was  discovered  during  re¬ 
search  for  the  book.  In  the  1870s,  paper 
money  was  still  viewed  with  suspicion  in  the 
Old  West.  Thus,  these  $10  gold  pieces  were 
actively  circulated  in  daily  commerce.  No 
Mint  State  pieces  are  known  to  exist.  This 
coin,  although  worn,  ranks  among  the  fin¬ 
est  known  surviving  pieces. 


week.  1  hope  that  other  collectors  will  be  inspired  by  my  work  and  be 
stimulated  to  study  the  neglected  field  of  Coronet  Head  gold  coin  die 
varieties.  Doubtless,  there  are  more  varieties  awaiting  discovery. 

I  was  also  pleased  to  present  new  informa¬ 
tion  about  which  reverse  dies  were  reused  in 
subsequent  years  and  in  which  years.  It  was  a 
real  challenge  comparing  each  and  every  pos¬ 
sible  reverse  for  evidence  of  reuse  of  the  dies. 
Before  my  work  on  the  subject  only  a  few, 
sketchy  details  of  reuse  of  dies  had  been 
known. 

Carson  City  gold  coins  are  relatively  few 
in  numbers  and  fun  to  collect.  There  are 
only  57  coins  needed  to  complete  an  entire 
set  of  basic  dates  of  CC  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
denominations. This  works  out  to  just  19 
coins  for  each  of  the  three  values.  It  is  the 
narrow  focus  that  allowed  me  to  become 
thoroughly  knowledgeable  in  Carson  City 
coins  and  to  make  new  discoveries.  I  strongly 
recommend  that  a  relatively  new  researcher 
choose  a  small  area  in  which  to  become 


expert. 

I  hope  that  this  walk  through  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  the  research  for  a  numismatic  book 
illustrates  how  such  a  pursuit  can  be  fun  with 
a  twist  of  a  challenge  thrown  in.  For  those 
who  also  dream  of  researching  and  writing  a 
book  about  their  speciality  within  the  hobby 
of  numismatics,  the  bonus  of  publishing 
makes  all  the  work  worthwhile.  The  disci¬ 
pline  of  organizing  and  making  sense  of 
information  for  presentation  to  others  helps 
to  crystallize  one’s  own  thoughts.  Also,  I  have 


die  varieties.  I  had  a  great  time!  Every  so  often  I  would  discover  a  new  to  admit  seeing  my  own  name  in  print  is  a  thrill.  I  am  likewise  proud 
CC  gold  variety.  It  wasn’t  exactly  discovering  gold  in  the  desert,  but  to  hand  down  to  my  children  and  future  generations  a  tangible  legacy 
it  was  fun.  Sometimes,  I  would  find  two  or  three  new  varieties  in  a  of  my  extracurricular  interests  and  work. 


Spotlight  on  Gold  Coins! 

BUYING  GOLD  COINS?  These  tips  will  make  you  money! 


1.  Buy  quality  if  it  is  only  slightly  more  expensive.  For 

example,  an  MS-63  1 904  $20  gold  piece  costs  only  a  small  amount 
more  than  an  EF-40. 

2.  Explore  for  rarity.  There  are  many  really  rare  coins  among 
VF,  EF,  and  AU  varieties  in  the  $3,  Liberty  Head  $5,  and  Liberty 
Head  $  1 0  series,  for  example.  Often,  a  coin  of  which  fewer  than  a 
dozen  come  on  the  market  each  year,  is  priced  not  much  more  than 
one  of  which  hundreds  come  on  the  market. 

3.  Have  a  plan.  Rather  than  hoard  $2.50  quarter  eagles  like  Silas 
Marner  might  have  squirreled  away  gold  English  guineas,  have  a 
plan,  and  form  a  collection.  For  example,  wouldn’t  it  be  nicer  and 
more  interesting  to  have  a  collection  of  50  different  $2.50  coins  for 
about  the  same  price  as  a  hodge-podge  of  miscellaneous  dates,  with 
much  duplication? 


4.  Build  a  type  set.  A  good  way  to  get  started  is  to  build  a 
type  set  of  gold  coins.  Begin  with  these  basics:  1 .)  Gold  dollar 

1849- 1889.  2.)  Liberty  Head  $2.50  1840-1907.  3.)  Indian 
$2.50  1908-1929.  4.)  $3  1854-1889.  5.)  $5  Liberty  Head 
1839-1909.  6.)  $5  Indian  1908-1929.  7.)  $10  Liberty  Head 
1839-1907.  8.)  $10  Indian  1907-1933.  9.)  $20  Liberty  Head 

1850- 1907.  10.)  $20  Saint-Gaudens  1907-1933.  Ifyou  decide 
to  expand  your  set  later  (for  example,  by  including  three  types 
of  gold  dollars  instead  of  just  one),  the  coins  in  this  basic  set  can 
still  be  used. 

5.  Watch  market  cycles.  When  gold  bullion  is  popular  on  the 
commodity  market  and  with  investors,  prices  of  rare  gold  coins  tend 
to  rise  as  well.  At  other  times,  when  the  market  is  quiet,  better  buys 
can  be  made. 
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united  states  gold  coins 


1850-0  EF-45  (PCGS). 


,350.00 


Exceptional  1870-S  $10 


Quality  1854-0  $10 


1854-0  Large  Date  AU-50  (NGC) . 3,495.00 

1854-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  with  much 
original  mint  lustre  still  intact . 1,495.00 

Struck  in  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  (which  was  set  up  in  facilities  earlier  used  by  Curtis,  Perry 
&  Ward,  private  gold  coiners  of  Moffat  and  related  issues). 

1854-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 550.00 

Seldom  Seen  1863-S  $10 


1870-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  With  a  mintage  of  just 
8,000  coins,  the  1870-S  eagle  is  quite  rare  in 
all  grades.  At  the  EF  level  it  emerges  as  a  sig¬ 
nificant  rarity. . 4,750.00 

As  is  true  of  all  other  business  strike  $10  pieces  of  this 
era,  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  collecting  them  at 
the  time  of  issue.  Thus  the  survival  of  high-grade  pieces  is  a 
matter  of  chance. 


1880-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  higher 

grades . 2,350.00 

1880-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 


1863-S  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  a 
$10  issue  that  is  seldom  seen  in  higher  grades 
such  as  this . 4,450.00 


grade  level . 2,095.00 

1881-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Popular  Carson  City 
issue . 1,695.00 


“Counting  United  States  coins  and  currency  at  the  Sub  Treasury  Office,  July  2,  1 869  (from 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper,  July  31,1 869).  $  1 02,729,648.29  worth  of  money  was 
counted  in  less  than  two  days  by  50  people  drawn  from  the  local  banking  institutions  plus 
nine  experts  from  the  Treasury.  Included  were  paper  notes  of  the  values  from  $  1  to  $  1 ,000, 
gold  coins  amounting  to  $70,000,000,  and  silver  coins  totaling  about  $500,000.” 


1882  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,895.00 

1882  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1882-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,395.00 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,59 


1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  High  grade  for  this 


Carson  City  variety. . 2,495.00 

1883-CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 895.00 

1883-S  EF-40  (NGC) . 375.00 

1888  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095.00 

1 888-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1889  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  original  mint  lustre  in 

still  present . 1 ,650.00 


1889-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350.00 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 
Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! ..  2,395.00 
1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 


of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895-00 

1892- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Always  in  demand.  695.00 

1893- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1894  AU-58 . 310.00 

1895- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A 

popular  New  Orleans  issue . 795.00 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,695.00 

1899- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1900- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 450.00 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850.00 


GOLD  COINS  FROM  BOWERS  AND  MER 
ENA:  If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place.  We  would  he  de¬ 
lighted  to  help  you  with  your  tv  pc  set  or  spe 
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Have  Fun  Collecting! 


o 


Build  a  Truly 

Meaningful 

Collection 


in  the  most  convenient  and  enjoy¬ 
able  way — through  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Collection  Portfolio 
Program!  Whether  you  aspire  to 
build  a  type  set  of  United  States 
coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver 
or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan 
dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking 
Liberty  half  dollars;  a  classic  set  of 
commemorative  coins,  or  any  other 
specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  easiest 
and  most  economical  way  to  do  it. 
Programs  are  available  from  $100 
per  month  upward,  and  can  be 
charged  to  your  credit  card. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore 
the  fun  and  excitement  of  coin 
collecting,  through  a  convenient 
personalized  monthly  program. 

Let  us  design  a 

PROGRAM  TAILOR- 
MADE  FOR  YOU: 

0  You  decide  the  specific  grade 
range(s)  you  want. 

0  You  decide  the  amount  yon 
wish  to  spend  each  month. 

0  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the 
finest  coins  that  come  through 
our  doors. 


0  You  will  receive  a  special 
members-only  discount. 

Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected 
by  your  personal  account  repre¬ 
sentative,  Gail  Watson  or  Beth 
Piper  (working  closely  with 
Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena), 
who  will  get  to  know  you  and 
your  individual  collecting 
preferences. 

©  Your  satisfaction  is  completely 
guaranteed!  You  may  return 
any  purchase  within  30  days 
for  an  instant  refund,  no 
questions  asked.  And,  you  may 
cancel  your  membership  at 
any  time. 

Let  The 
Fun  Begin! 

Send  us  the  coupon,  or  call  Gail 
or  Beth  toll-free  today  and  you 
will  be  on  your  way  to  building 
a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collec¬ 
tion.  We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you! 


[_]  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

I  would  like  to  collect: _ Monthly  Amount:  _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  American  Express 
Card  Number: _ Exp.  Date: _ 


Gail  Watson 


[_|  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 
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cialized  collection.  Check  this  listing  which  in¬ 
cludes  our  latest  acquisitions. 


Beautiful  Gem  1907  Indian  $10 


1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  No  Periods.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  gem.  A  superb  specimen  of 

this  highly  desired  issue . 3,650.00 

Released  into  circulation  after  summer  1907,  the  Indian 
Head  design  by  noted  sculpture  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  was 
enthusiastically  received  by  the  public  and  numismatists  alike, 
with  numerous  accolades  appearing  in  The  Numismatist  and 
elsewhere. 

All  issues  of  1907  and  some  of  1908  are  without  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  as  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  believed  that  the  use  of  the  Diety’s  name  on  coin¬ 
age  was  a  sacrilege.  Congress  disagreed  and  restored  the  motto 
in  1908. 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  No  Periods.  MS-62 


(NGC).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625.00 


The  1908-D  No  Motto  $10  is  curious  inasmuch  as  the 
D  mintmark  on  this  issue  alone  is  far  to  the  left  of  and  above 
the  leftmost  leaves  in  the  branch.  The  1908-D  With  Motto 
and  all  other  mintnytrked  Indian  $10  varieties  have  the 
mintmark  much  lower  and  below  the  end  of  the  branch. 

1908-D  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1 9 1 0-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 625.00 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450.00 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 
the  early  (1707-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 
there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920.  .  1,650.00 
1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295.00 

Double  Eagles 

1 854  AU-50  (PCGS) . 725.00 

1 857-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 775.00 


Brilliant,  Lustrous  1861  $20 


1861  MS-62  (NGC).  An  interesting  possibility  for 
a  high-grade  type  set  of  U.S.  gold  coins  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  Liberty  Head  style  without  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse.  ...4,350.00 
1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all).  Lus¬ 
tre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce. ..  1 ,890.00 

First  year  of  the  new  reverse  design,  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion  spelled  out  as  TWENTY  DOLLARS. 


1873-S  MS-60  (NGC) . 1,595.00 

1875- CC  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,095.00 

1876- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  the 

design  type . 795.00 

1877- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875.00 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant  and 

frosty.  . 795.00 

1878- CC  EF-40  (PCGS) . 1,795.00 

1878-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1883-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675.00 


1884-CC  AU-50.  A  highly  lustrous  specimen  of 
this  popular  Carson  City  gold  issue.  1 ,395.00 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal.  Although  this  vast 
deposit  of  ore,  discovered  in  the  1850s,  was  best  known  for  its 
silver,  about  an  equal  amount  value-wise  of  gold  was  extracted. 


1890-CC  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache) . 725.00 

1893-CC  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,550.00 


Last  year  of  coinage  at  the  Carson  City  Mint.  The  facil¬ 
ity  kept  its  doors  open  for  the  remainder  of  the  decade  and 
functioned  as  an  assay  service  and  bullion  depository,  but  no 


more  coins  were  produced. 

1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995.00 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775.00 

1898-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675.00 

1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695.00 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  ol  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of 


just  59,01 1  pieces . 5,495.00 

1905  MS-60  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 1,395.00 


Rare  1906  Double  Eagle 


1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 
of  the  rarest  issues  toward  the  end  of  the  Lib¬ 


erty  Head  series . 2,950.00 

1906-D  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,295.00 

1907  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  895.00 
191 0-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895.00 


1913-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 


quite  elusive  low-mintage  issue . 2, 1  50.00 


1914-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  selected  quality,  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  specimen.  One  of  the  finest  seen 

at  this  grade  level . 2,1  50.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 
full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels.  1 ,650.00 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650.00 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem! ..  1,250.00 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650.00 


About  Saint-Gaudens 

A  recent  issue  of  Manuscripts  magazine 
contained  an  article  by  our  professional 
colleague,  Ira  Goldberg,  and  illustrated  an 
hitherto  unpublished  letter  from  the  fa¬ 
mous  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
May  23,  1906,  on  stationery  marked 
“Windsor,  Vermont”  ( which  was  the  post 
office  he  used,  across  the  river  from  Cor¬ 
nish,  NH,  where  his  studio  was  actually 
located). 

It  was  addressed  to  the  Hon.  L.M. 
Shaw,  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC,  and  had  to  do  with  the 
MCMVII  $20  (which  was  released  the 
following  year,  1907,  and  which  stands 
today  as  one  of  America's  most  admired 
and  famous  coins): 

“Dear  Sir: 

“I  have  written  you  today  about 
putting  the  date  on  the  coin  in  numer¬ 
als.  There  is  another  question  which  is 
more  delicate  and  I  am  embarrassed  as 
to  what  to  do.  The  words  “Aequum 
Cuique”  that  I  have  placed  on  the 
Roosevelt  medal  would  come  in  very 
well  on  this  $20  coin,  but  1  fear  that 
possible  it  might  be  criticized;  what  is 
your  feeling  about  it?  Do  you  agree  with 
me  that  it  might  be  a  mistake?  Yours 
very  sincerely,” 

(signed)  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 

“P.S.  As  you  no  doubt  are  aware,  the 
‘Aequum  Cuique'  is  a  very  dignified  trans¬ 
lation  of  “a  square  deal  for  ever}'  man.” 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 06 


Page  S3 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

As  we  go  to  press:  You  like  commemoratives? 
We  have  commemoratives!  We  have  been  buying 
all  of  the  choice  pieces  we  can  find  for  reasonable 
prices,  and  as  we  go  to  press  we  have  a  really  great 
selection.  Take  your  pick  of  some  beauties! 

Basic  information:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anni¬ 
versaries — some  obscure  and  others  of  national  im¬ 
portance. 

The  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  se¬ 
ries.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among 
the  most  comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  pro¬ 
duced,  and  includes  much  price  information  as  well. 
Excellent  studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter 
Breen  are  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value.  Or,  take  your  pick  of  one  of 
these  Special  Collections. 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  commemo¬ 
rative  collections  assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll 
be  pleased  with  the  quality  and  value  for  the  price 
paid,  and  the  selection  we  make  for  you: 

Splendid  Gem  Isabella 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,495.00 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 459.00 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 
ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 9,450.00 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 
age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December 
14,  1899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washington’s  death. 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 
splendid  coin!  . 3,595.00 

Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 3,595.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  1,150.00 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,1 50.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned . 415.00 


Gem  1921  Alabama  2x2  50C 


1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  Very  well  struck.  One  ol 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the 
hardest  to  find  commemorative  halves  at  this 
grade  level . 3,595.00 

1921  Alabama.  2x2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,325.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCI).  Lightly  toned.  Marked 
“PQ”  on  ^  holder.  A  very  nice  specimen.  385.00 
We  originated  the  term  “PQ”  for  Premium  Quality  a  few 
years  ago,  but  it  was  picked  up  and  became  abused  elsewhere 
in  the  marketplace,  so  we  have  largely  discontinued  its  use. 

1 936  Albany.  AU-58 . 255.00 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 1 ,260.00 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399.00 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 


any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129.00 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...525.00 
1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 

mirrorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur¬ 
faces .  1,425.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 105.00 

1 925-S  California.  AU-55 . 98.00 

1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  toning . 475.00 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  63.00 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 63.00 

1954- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  27.00 

Carver-Washington  Special  Offer 

We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a 
set  of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or 
more  different  dates  and  mintmarks  of 
Booker  T.  Washington  ( 1 946- 1951)  and/ 
or  Washington-Carver  (1951- 1954)  halves, 
you  can  mix  the  types,  grades  of  your 
choice,  and  take  a  4%  discount  off  the  top. 
Order  10  or  more,  and  make  that  a  7% 
discount!  Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only 
have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really 
appreciate  alternate  choices  when  you  or¬ 
der.  Offer  subject  to  discontinuation,  so 
order  early. 

1936- D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 

with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 509.00 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1 936-D  Columbia.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 269.00 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  245.00 
1 892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Iridescent,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Doubling  plainly  seen  in  the  reverse  pe¬ 
ripheral  legends  and  date . 289.00 

1 892  Columbian  AU-58  (PCGS) . 24.00 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395.00 
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1935  Connecticut.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  239.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 300.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant.  255.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420.00 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<f 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  3,295.00 
In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar 
was  the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially 
in  high  grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a 
quantity  of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  be¬ 
cause  of  this  the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  through 
the  cracks.  Still,  it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the 
addition  of  a  piece  such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worth¬ 
while  acquisition. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces  exhibit  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 2,235.00 
1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...475.00 
1922  Grant.  No.  Staf.  AU-58 .  105.00 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Rarity 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty  gem. 
The  most  desired  design  type  of  the  commemora¬ 
tive  series.  Rarely  seen  this  nice .  6,275.00 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63 . 2,150.00 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  910.00 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  539.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 225.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . i . 98.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-60.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 84.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 79.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  84.00 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,485.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335.00 

Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 
on  American  coinage. 

1 936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 . 1 89.00 


1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239.00 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  frosty 

specimen  of  this  key  issue . 980.00 

1921  Missouri.  2*4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 735.00 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<t 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  and  gorgeous! . 2,975.00 

The  1923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade 
it  emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous.  495.00 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  56.00 


1 923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 43.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 42.00 


1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  .  1,195.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 435.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  650.00 
1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep 


golden  peripheral  toning . 625.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295.00 

Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  Trail  series  is  re¬ 
plete  with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435.00 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 475. 00 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 ,450.00 


1938-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  495.00 
Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  50tf 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  2,695.00 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS). .  525.00 

1915-S  Panama- Pacific.  AU-55 . 225.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...90.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 84.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 79.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 76.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 195.00 

1 921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned. .  1 05.00 
1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155.00 


1936-1)  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .  155.00 
1  936- D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant .  105.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ..  155.00 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 105.00 

1 937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 2 1 9.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 79.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  .699.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCI) . 81 .00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . 79.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55  (PCI) . 79.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,050.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain  MS-66  (PCGS).  1,050.00 
1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .289.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 50.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55 . 41 .00 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 


The  state  ofTexas  began  celebrating  its  1936  centennial 
in  1934  and  didn’t  stop  celebrating  it  until  1938!  For  some 
reason — perhaps  it  is  the  loyalty  ofTexans  to  their  own  coin¬ 
age — these  issues  have  always  been  popular.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  really  nice  about  putting  together  a  complete  date  and 
mint  set  from  1934  through  1938  inclusive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 

toning . 245.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..245.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495.00 

Mintage  of  just  3,775  pieces,  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

1938-S Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low-mint¬ 
age  rarity. . 749.00 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495.00 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 625.00 

The  1927  Vermont  is  struck  in  higher  relief  than  any 
other  commemorative  half  dollar  variety. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  45.00 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70.00 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.. 350.00 


Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 300.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 93.00 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 
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1 1>49-S  B.T.W.  MS  66  (NGC) . 300.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  300.00 

19-t9-S  B.  r.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

19^0  B.  l.W  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...625.00 

Mintage:  6,00}  coins. 

1950  B.  I.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84.00 

1950- S  B.  l.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 225.00 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950-S  B.  l.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.  l.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1951  -S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 90.00 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 


Special  B.  1.  Washington  Discount  Deal 
Repeating  a  Popular  “Special” 

Repeating  a  popular  special.  We  will  do  our  part 
to  help  you  form  a  set  of  this  interesting  se¬ 
ries.  Order  three  or  more  different  Booker  T. 
Washington  (1946-1951)  and/or  Carver- 
Washington  (1951-1954)  varieties,  grades  of 
your  choice,  and  take  a  4%  discount  off  the 
top.  Order  10  or  more,  and  make  that  a  7% 
discount!  Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only 
have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really  ap¬ 
preciate  alternate  choices  when  you  order.  Of¬ 
fer  subject  to  discontinuation,  so  order  early. 
Sorry,  no  dealers. 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259.00 


Silver  (dins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For  o'ther  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  list¬ 
ing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have  done 
for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your 
headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

$685 

$1195 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

1895 

3595 

$9450 

1921  Alabama  plain  699 

1150 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

1325 

3595 

1936  Albany 

295 

699 

1937  Andetam 

599 

810 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

126 

435 

1935-D 

108 

126 

435 

1935-S 

126 

435 

1936 

108 

126 

435 

1936-D 

108 

126 

435 

1936-S 

108 

126 

1937 

126 

147 

659 

1937-D 

126 

147 

659 

1937-S 

126 

147 

659 

1938 

175 

210 

860 

1938-D 

175 

210 

860 

1938-S 

175 

860 

1939 

329 

399 

1939-D 

399 

1165 

1939-S 

399 

1165 

1936-S  Bay  Bridgi 

:  155 

225 

495 

Boone  type 

1934 

119 

189 

1935 

115 

129 

210 

1935-D 

115 

129 

210 

1935-S 

115 

129 

210 

1935/34 

105 

119 

185 

1935/34-S 

1025 

1936 

115 

129 

210 

1936-D 

115 

1936-S 

129 

210 

1937 

105 

126 

205 

1937-D 

359 

395 

595 

lowers  and  /Tdetena  Rummer  £>aver  # 3 


if 


Carver-  Wash  i  ng  ton 

Original  Hoard! 


1952  Carver- 
Washington  Silver 
Commemorative 
Half  Dollars 

Recently  we  purchased  an  origi¬ 
nal  Treasury  Department  bag  of 
1,000  pieces— hidden  away  for 
nearly  a  half  century  and  never 
before  on  the  rare  coin  market— 
of  1952  Carver-Washington  sil¬ 
ver  commemorative  half  dollars. 
Each  coin  is  sparkling,  brilliant, 
and  lustrous— just  as  nice  as  the 


day  when  this  bag  was  put  away 
in  1952!  Most  of  the  other 
coins  minted  were  put  into 
circulation  or  melted.  This  is 
the  first  bag  we  have  ever 
seen  or  had  the  chance  to  buy! 
Original  hoards  of  silver 
commems  from  the  classic  era 
1892-1954  are  rare,  rare,  rare! 

You  can  order  one  of  these  MS- 
63  beauties  in  one  of  two  ways: 

1)  Order  any  single  Carver- 
Washington  for  just  $22. 

2)  Place  any  order  whatsoever 
from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
get  your  1952  Carver-Washing¬ 
ton  half  dollar  for  just  $12.95— 
below  dealer  wholesale!  In 
fact,  for  every  $25  worth  of 
items  you  buy,  you  can  exercise 
the  right  to  buy  another  Carver- 
Washington  at  the  same  low 
price. 


Call  Toll-Free  Today— 1-800-222-5993 


A 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-S 

$395 

$595 

1938 

735 

1938-D 

679 

1938-S 

459 

910 

1936  Bridgeport 

195 

435 

1925-S  California 

$295 

475 

1095 

Carver-Washington 

1951 

105 

1951-D 

27 

34 

105 

1951-S 

63 

1952 

27 

29 

63 

1952-D 

90 

98 

210 

1952-S 

49 

78 

1953 

63 

210 

1953-D 

63 

70 

289 

1953-S 

29 

63 

1954 

41 

49 

245 

1954-D 

41 

49 

245 

1954-S 

27 

63 

Cincinnati  type 

0 

1936 

399 

735 

1936-D 

345 

399 

840 

1936-S 

345 

399 

1150 

1 936  Cleveland 

90 

112 

365 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

269 

325 

1936-D 

259 

325 

1936-S 

269 

325 

1892  Columbian 

105 

289 

1893  Columbian 

105 

295 

1935  Connecticut 

395 

840 

1936  Delaware 

255 

300 

735 

1936  Elgin 

230 

295 

399 

1936  Gettysburg 

420 

810 

1922  Grant  plain 

265 

475 

1150 

1922  Grant  Star 

2235 

3295 

1928  Hawaiian 

2150 

3050 

6275 

1935  Hudson 

625 

910 

1924  Huguenot 

295 

840 

1 946  Iowa 

94 

105 

147 

1925  Lexington 

126 

239 

1210 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

119 

259 

760 

1936  Long  Island 

90 

147 

475 

1936  Lynchburg 

335 

495 

1 920  Maine 

205 

399 

875 

1934  Maryland 

175 

239 

495 

1921  Missouri 

820 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

7295 

1923-S  Monroe 

155 

495 

2975 

1 938  New  Rochelle 

385 

435 

595 

1936  Norfolk 

510 

539 

580 

|  Oregon  Trail  type  j 

1926 

169 

325 

1926-S 

147 

169 

325 

1928 

230 

295 

395 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65  1 

1933-D 

$395 

$475 

$615 

1934-D 

225 

259 

435 

1936 

195 

210 

325 

1936-S 

230 

289 

1937-D 

175 

210 

325 

1938 

325 

329 

365 

1938-D 

329 

1938-S 

325 

329 

365 

1939 

595 

609 

815 

1939-D 

595 

609 

815 

1939-S 

595 

609 

815 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

875 

1550 

2695 

1920  Pilgrim 

105 

210 

840 

1921  Pilgrim 

195 

359 

1195 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

155 

459 

1936-D 

112 

155 

459 

1936-S 

112 

459 

1937  Roanoke 

265 

329 

1936  Robinson 

169 

495 

1935-S  San  Diego 

92 

119 

1936-D  San  Diego 

90 

105 

140 

1926  Sesqui 

699 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1065 

1325 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

63 

105 

289 

Texas  type 

1934 

119 

140 

195 

1935 

119 

140 

195 

1935-D 

119 

140 

195 

1935-S 

119 

140 

195 

1936 

119 

140 

1936-D 

140 

195 

1936-S 

140 

195 

1937 

119 

195 

1937-D 

140 

195 

1938 

399 

435 

495 

1938-D 

399 

435 

495 

1938-S 

399 

435 

495 

1925  Vancouver 

495 

699 

1625 

1927  Vermont 

245 

420 

625 

1936  Wisconsin 

239 

255 

295 

1936  York 

225 

259 

BTW  Type 

1946 

45 

1946-D 

90 

1946-S 

29 

45 

1947 

49 

105 

1947-D 

56 

133 

1947-S 

105 

1948 

63 

70 

1948-D 

63 

70 

1948-S 

70 

1949 

93 

119 

1949-D 

93 

119 

1949-S 

93 

119 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1950 

$62 

$84 

1950-D 

62 

84 

1950-S 

$27 

29 

45 

1951 

29 

45 

1951-D 

90 

1951-S 

73 

(ommpmorativp  hold 


We  offer  a  selection  of  choice  gold  dollars  and 
quarter  eagles  from  the  early  series. 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750.00 

Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,095.00 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 925.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350.00 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 925.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 895.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 560.00 


1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Popular  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse 
design  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in 

1860.  Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 

blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal .  1,995.00 

Set  of  three  1859  pattern  half  dollars  illustrat¬ 
ing  three  different  reverse  types.  Struck  in 
silver.  Each  has  J.B.  Longacre’s  Liberty  Head 
obverse  in  combination  with  a  pattern  reverse. 
The  three  pieces,  each  brilliant  and  attractive, 
are  as  follows:  1859  Judd-237,  Pollock  293. 
Proof-63  (NGC);  1859  J-239,  P-295.  Proof-65 
(NGC);  1859  J-241,  P-297,  Proof-64  (NGC). 
Set  of  three  pieces  for . 10,875.00 
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SELECTED  RARITIES  AT  SPECIAL  PRICES! 


l  or  this  issue  only — these  selected  rarities  can  be  yours  at  a  very  special  price, 
lliese  beautiful  pieces  have  been  cherry- picked  for  quality  and  would  be 

a  fabulous  addition  to  any  collection. 

Call  today  for  your  confidential  discount  (a  minimum  of  8%). 


Beautiful  EF  1793  Wreath  Cent 
S-6,  Vine  and  Bars 

1^93  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly 
in  the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at 
the  EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  En¬ 
gland  collection  that  has  been  off  the  market 
for  years .  9,250.00 

Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  rarity 

1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  great 

rarities  of  the  half  dollar  series . 26,500.00 

The  halt  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  (both  dates  being  of 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the 
very  rarest  of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by 
design  types,  this  issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series. 

Gorgeous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 

1 9 1 7-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 
ity!  . 3,175.00 


Classic  1858  Dollar 
Proof  Rarity 

1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 
An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950.00 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

Gem  1895-S  Dollar! 

1 895-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  in 
recent  years.  The  1895-S  nearly  always  has 
heavy  bagmarks.  This  coin  is  a  pleasing  excep¬ 
tion.  It  will  be  a  showpiece  in  any  advanced 
Morgan  dollar  collection . 4,895.00 

The  two  most  egregious  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 
ries  from  the  standpoint  of  typically  being  bagmarked  are 
the  1893-CC  and  the  1895-S. 


1922  High  Relief  Peace  dollar 
Proof  Rarity 

1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64.  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful 
in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  and  de¬ 
sirability.  . 49,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Re¬ 
lief  dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not 
released.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from  the 
business  strike  production. 

Notable  1876-CC  Trade  dollar  Rarity 
1876-CC  Type  I/I  I.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  In 
our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike  trade 
dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation . 6,950.00 

Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 
1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen.  Just  1,097  were  struck.6,495.00 


a.nd.  /IrXe’ien.a.  octe 


“Life”  Magazine  Collectibles! 


Over  35  Years  of  Classic 
News  and  Nostalgia 

Life  magazine,  a  largely  complete  set  of  weekly  issues 
from  1936  through  to  the  end  in  1972;  covers  all  of  WWII, 
Korean  War,  post-war  growth,  automobiles,  appliances, 
etc.  Well  over  1,700  different  issues!  Thousands  of  full- 
page  advertisements  on  just  about  every  subject  imag¬ 
inable  are  included.  A  first-hand  view  of  the  American 
scene  as  it  unfolded.  A  wonderful  archive  that  will  give 
you  countless  hours  of  nostalgia.  $2,950.00.  (Add  $300 
shipping;  we  will  refund  any  overage). 


Issues  with  these  dates  are  not  represented:  1/4/60,  9/28/62,  12/21/62,  12/ 
23/66, 1/3/69, 1/26/69, 1/2/70, 1/16/70, 1/7/72;  it  is  not  known  by  the  writer 
if  all  of  these  were  actually  published.  In  ADDITION  to  the  over  1,700  copies 
there  are  over  a  dozen  SPECIAL  ISSUES  included  with  the  collection,  some  of 
these  are  undated  and  may  represent  the  aforementioned  gaps. 
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Massachusetts 
Mint  Master 

John  Hull 

by  Russell  Easterbrooks 
with  additions  by  Frank  Van  Valen 


The  scarcity  of  written  information  during  the  mid- 1600s 
leaves  many  voids  in  our  knowledge  about  New  England’s 
first  mint  master.  Yet  John  Hull’s  diversity  in  commerce 
coupled  with  his  position  as  mint  master,  allows  us  intriguing 
glimpses  of  a  wealthy  businessman  whose  name  appears  in 
many  ships’  account  books  and  town  records.  Beyond  these, 
his  own  diary  reveals  much. 

John  Hull  was  born  in  Market  Hareborough  in  Leicester 
County,  England,  on  December  1 8,  1624.  He  came  to  New 
England  in  1635  with  his  father,  who,  it  is  believed, 
became  a  blacksmith  in  the  Boston  area.  John  Hull  married 
Judith  Quincy  in  1646. 

They  had  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  two  of  whom  died 
at  an  early  age,  leaving 
Hannah,  born  1657 
as  their  only  surviv¬ 
ing  child. 

In  the  last  week 
of  May,  1652,  the 
General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  authorized 
a  silver  shilling,  six¬ 
pence,  and  threepence 
coinage.  Of  the  same 
fineness  as  the  then  cur¬ 
rent  British  shilling  of 
Charles  I  (.925  fine,  or 
sterling),  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  silver  shilling  pieces 
were  to  weigh  72  grains. 

Being  nearly  25%  lighter 
than  their  English  coun¬ 
terparts  (92.9  grains)  practically  guaranteed  that  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  coins  would  stay  within  the  colony,  where  a  circulat¬ 
ing  currency  was  dearly  needed.  At  that  same  meeting,  John 
Hull  was  named  as  mint  master  for  the  colony. 

Hull  was  a  man  of  many  talents  and  business  endeavors. 
His  diary  recorded  his  activities  as  a  goldsmith.  1  ypical 
among  his  clients  was  a  shop  owner  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  who  imported  cutlery,  large  quantities  of  nails,  canvas, 


England,  who  bought  some  of  John  Hull  s 
silver  plate  and  small  articles  of  braziers’  ware. 

Hull  states  in  his  diary  that  in  1652;  “The 
General  Court  ordered  a  mint  to  be  set  up,’ 
and  that  “they  made  choice  of  me  for  that 
employment;  and  I  chose  my  friend  Robert 
Saunderson  to  be  my  partner,  to  which  the 
Court  consented.” 

Saunderson  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Hampton  in  1 638.  He  moved 
to  Boston  in  1653  where  he  worked  with 
Hull  at  the  mint  and  filled  the  office  of 
deacon  in  a  local  church. 

1  here  are  no  mintage  records  available, 
but  it  has  been  estimated  that  over  $3  million 
worth  of  coins  were  minted  during  the  30 
years  the  mint  operated.  The  mint  building 
was  16  feet  square  and  built  on  Hull’s  prop¬ 
erty  near  his  home  in  Boston.  1  he  General  Court  allowed  Mint 
Master  Hull  to  take  for  his  labor  and  compensation  one  shilling 
threepence  out  of  every  20  shillings  minted.  How  Hull  divided 
his  profit  with  Saunderson  is  unknown.  Their  total  remunera¬ 
tion  must  have  been  very  large. 

The  first  coins  issued  were  the  famous  and  rare  NE  shillings. 
Their  simple  design  included  the  monogram  NE  stamped  into 
one  side  of  a  plain  silver  disc,  and  the  denomination,  XII  (for  1 2 
pence,  equal  to  a  shilling),  stamped  on  the  other.  This  rather 
plain  design  with  much  open  area  of  field  invited  easy  counter¬ 
feiting  and  clipping,  the  latter  accomplished  simply  by  trim¬ 
ming  the  edges  of  the  coin 
for  small  slivers  of  silver. 
To  alleviate  these  practices, 
the  General  Court  ordered 
a  revision  of  the  design, 
which  was  then 
changed  to  what  nu¬ 
mismatists  later  called 
the  Willow  Tree  mo¬ 
tif,  although  the  crude 
design  does  not  re¬ 
semble  any  specific 
tree  species. 

The  Willow  T ree  sil¬ 
ver  pieces  were  poorly 
struck,  misstruckvto\i\<\  be 
a  better  term,  and  were 
coined  from  about  1653 
to  1 660,  although  they  still 
exhibited  the  1652  date. 
Around  1662,  the  design 
was  changed  again,  this 
time  to  an  Oak  Tree  mo¬ 
tif.  Included  was  a  new  denomination,  the  1662  Oak  Tree 
twopence — the  only  Massachusetts  silver  issue  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  the  only  coin  to  bear  the  1662  date. 

The  final  design  change  occurred  soon  thereafter,  and  the 
popular  Pine  Tree  shillings  were  born.  The  Pine  Tree  motif  also 
included  sixpence  and  threepence  pieces,  all  dated  1652.  The 
Mint  closed  its  doors  in  1682  after  striking  coins  nearly  non¬ 
stop  for  30  years. 
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Hull  was  engaged  in  other  activities  besides  producing  coins.  He 
w  as  appointed  a  sergeant  in  the  Boston  militia  in  1 652.  Bv  1671  he  was 
promoted  to  captain  ot  the  artillery  company,  a  position  he  held  until 
his  death.  In  the  year  1656  lor  example,  Hull  was  a  merchant  and 
stockman,  and  his  diary  reveals  many  interesting  aspects  of  trade. 

Records  for  the  year  1657  show  Hull  owned  two  sailing  vessels 
engaged  in  shipping  fish,  tobacco,  furs,  lumber,  and  other  products 
to  the  Barbados  Islands  and  London.  Hull  also  had  at  least  two 
tenant-managers,  Thomas  Terry  and  William  Heffernan,  who 
managed  cattle  and  horses  on  property  in  Rhode  Island  near 
Aquidneck  and  Point  Judith.  Accounts  of  the  ship  Tryall reveal  that 
Rhode  Island-bred  horses,  mares,  and  geldings  purchased  from  the 
farms  ot  the  Hutchinsons  and  John  Hull  were  exported  to  Barbados 
between  1662-1668.  Typically,  horses  usually  traded  for  2,000 
pounds  ot  sugar  per  head.  Hull  recorded  that  in  October  1672  he 
sent  Thomas  Terry  12  barrels  of  salt  to  pack  barrels  of  beef  fit  for 
sale.  Hull  also  instructed  Terry  to  fold  the  hides  and  to  melt  the 
tallow  into  casks. 

Hull  acquired  large  quantities  of  cattle  horns  from  butchers  in 
Roxbury,  Charlestown,  Dedham  and  Boston  as  well  as  from  his  own 
stock  in  Rhode  Island,  Taunton,  and  Sandwich.  Such  horns  were  made 
into  combs,  plates,  and  other  products.  For  shipment  to  England, 
horns  were  split  and  pressed  flat.  Ships’  records  dated  1675  show  Hull 
sent  numerous  barrels  of  pressed  horns  and  horn  plates  to  London  and 
received  various  sizes  of  nails  in  return.  In  addition,  cattle  hides  were 
valuable  and  were  used  for  shoes,  saddles,  harnesses,  containers, 


parchment  and  many  things  not  associated  with  leather  today,  such  as 
door  hinges. 

Today  in  history  and  lore,  Mint  Master  Hull  is  probably  best  known 
for  his  gift  of  a  very  large  dowry  to  his  daughter  Hannah  on  the  day  of 
her  marriage  to  Samuel  Sewall,  better  remembered  by  historians  as 
Judge  Sewall  of  1675  witchcraft  trial  renown. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne  described  Hull’s  attire  on  his  daughter’s 
wedding  day  as  “plum  colored  with  buttons  made  from  Pine  Tree 
shillings.”  He  went  on  to  say  that  after  the  ceremony  Hull’s  servants 
brought  a  large  set  of  scales  used  by  merchants  for  weighing  bulky 
commodities  into  the  room.  Then  Mrs.  Sewall  was  asked  to  get  on  one 
side  of  the  scales,  as  servants  heaped  handfuls  of  Pine  Tree  shillings  on 
the  other  side.  Handful  after  handful  were  thrown  onto  the  scale  until 
finally  the  plump  Mrs.  Sewall  was  lifted  from  the  floor.  Hawthorne 
then  described  Hull  as  saying;  “there  son  Sewall,  it’s  not  every  wife 
that’s  worth  her  weight  in  silver.” 

Hull  held  many  town  offices  around  the  Boston  area.  At  one  time 
he  returned  to  England  to  visit  his  birthplace.  After  Hull’s  death  his 
estate  was  considered  one  of  the  largest  of  its  time,  and  was  divided 
between  his  wife  and  daughter.  The  date  of  Hull’s  death,  October  1 , 
1683,  appears  to  be  derived  from  a  eulogy  about  him  given  at  that 
time.  However,  his  passing  probably  occurred  earlier,  September  28, 
29,  or  30. 

Today,  the  numismatist  owning  a  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  or 
other  issue  of  the  era  owns  an  interesting  link  to  Mint  Master  John 
Hull,  one  of  the  leading  entrepreneurs  of  his  time. 


Concerning  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green 


The  following  piece  by  William  A.  Burd  appeared  in  the 
Chicago  Coin  Club  Chatter  and  gives  some  data  concerning  Colo¬ 
nel  E.H.R.  Green,  well-known  in  numismatic  and  philatelic 
circles.  Coin-wise  Green  was  a  hoarder  rather  than  a  dedicated 
numismatist.  Vast  quantities  of  his  holdings,  especially  bank 


notes,  were  cashed  in  at  face  values,  while  other  material  was 
dispersed  through  dealers  primarily  in  the  1940s.  Where  the 
valuation  of  his  coin  collection  comes  from  in  the  article  below 
your  editor  doesn’t  know,  but  today  relatively  few  coins  with  a 
specific  Green  pedigree  surface  in  numismatic  circles. 


The  Chicago  Connection 

by  William  A.  Burd 


Edward  Howland  Robinson  Green,  a.k.a.  Colonel  E.H.R. 
Green,  was  born  August  22,  1 868  to  Hetty  Green  (during  her  time 
the  richest  woman  in  the  world). 

Hetty  tutored  her  son  in  the  ways  of  the  business  world  in  addition 
to  his  formal  schooling.  Because  women  could  be  trouble,  she  made 
him  promise  to  not  marry  for  20  years  after  graduating  from  college. 

At  the  age  of  23,  E.H.R.  Green  was  sent  to  Chicago  to  learn  the 
family  business  by  managing  his  mother’s  real  estate  holdings  in  the 
Chicago  area.  The  year  was  1891,  and  real  estate  was  active  in 
Chicago  due  to  the  pending  World’s  Columbian  Exposition. 

In  1892  Hetty,  as  a  major  bond  holder,  was  involved  in  the 
reorganization  of  the  Texas  Central  Railroad  and  eventual  incorpo¬ 
ration  of  the  Texas  Midland  Railroad.  E.H.R.  Green  was  named 
president  and  established  his  office  in  Terrell,  Texas. 

In  1  894  Green  launched  “Mabel,”  the  finest  pleasure  yacht  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  yacht  was  christened  by  Mabel  Harlow  of 
Chicago  in  whose  honor  the  yacht  was  named. 

It  was  around  this  time  that  Green  began  to  collect  coins  and 


stamps  in  earnest.  By  the  end  of  his  life  over  $5,000,000  in  coins 
were  hoarded  including  many  great  rarities  such  as  all  five  known 
1913  Liberty  nickels. 

In  1910  Green  moved  to  New  York  and  took  frill  charge  of  his 
mother’s  business  affairs  until  her  death  six  years  later  on  J uly  3,  1916. 

Exactly  one  year  after  his  mother’s  death,  and  almost  30  years 
after  he  promised  he  would  not  marry  for  20  years,  he  married 
Mabel  Harlow. 

Mabel,  born  in  1871  and  three  years  younger  than  Green,  was 
46  at  the  time  of  their  marriage. 

Nineteen  years  later,  in  1936,  E.H.R.  Green  died.  He  was  68 
years  old  and  living  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He  was  buried 
alongside  his  mother  and  father  in  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont. 

After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Green  spent  her  summers  in 
Long  Island  and  her  winters  in  Miami  Beach.  She  died  in  Miami 
Beach  in  1950  at  the  age  of  79. 

She  was  returned  to  Chicago  to  be  buried  along  side  her  mother 
and  father  in  the  Rosehill  Cemetery. 


Page  60 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  106 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


Great  Books  on  Silver  Dollars 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Fewer  than  a  dozen  copies  of  this  first  edition  remain! 

This  best-selling,  award  winning  (Book  of 
Award  given  by  the  Numismatic  Lit¬ 
erary  Guild)  two-volume  set  is 
about  to  be  sold  out!  Plans 
printing  a  second  edition  are 
the  works  but  it  will  be  sev¬ 
eral  months  before  any  ad¬ 
ditional  copies  are  avail¬ 
able  on  the  market.  This 
extensively  researched, 
beautifully 
hardbound  set  of 
books  is  packed  with 
information  (mintage, 
rarity,  market  history) 
and  interesting  footnotes 
on  every  date  and  mintmark  of  every  dollar 
from  the  earliest  year,  1794,  to  the  latest  Susan  B.  Anthony 
dollars  of  1981,  plus  commemorative  dollars  since  then.  Each 
variety  has  at  least  a  full  page  covering  it,  sometimes,  two,  three 
or  four  pages! 

As  a  silver  dollar  collector,  you  will  find  these  books  a  must. 
Not  only  will  you  refer  to  these  volumes  again  and  again  to  enjoy 


to  future  purchases.  When  it  comes  to  knowledge , 
you’ll  have  at  your  fingertips  the  same  information  any 
expert  would  have.  And,  as  with  all  our  books,  your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

Cover  priced  at  $149,  order  today  for  just  $1 19.20 
(a  20%  discount)  plus  $7  shipping  and  handling.  If  you 
would  like  Dave  Bowers  to  personally  autograph  your 
set,  please  request  when  ordering.  Ask  for  BBM-204. 

Another  Great  Silver  Dollar  Reference 
Speaking  of  books  on  silver  dollars,  we  are  still 
offering  a  super  special  value  on  The  Comprensive 
Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars, 
by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis  while 
supplies  last.  We  offer  it  in  two  versions: 

•  Softbound  BVA-707,  list  $49.95,  spe¬ 
cial  net  price  (no  furtherdiscounts)  $24.95 
•  Hardbound  BVA-708,  list  $69.95, 
special  net  price  (no  further  discounts) 

$34.95. 

We  re  Just  A  Toll-Free  Phone 
Call  Away 

MaryTocci  and  1  are  just  a  toll-free 
call  away  and  we  would  be  delighted 
to  take  your  order.  Each  and 
every  title  comes  with  our  full 
30-day  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction.  If  for  any 
reason  you  are  not  completely 
delighted  with  your  purchase, 
just  send  it  back,  no  questons 
asked. 

Special  Deal:  Take  10%  off 
publisher’s  prices  on  book  orders  up 
to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100. 

Books  are  the  key  to  numismatic  expertise  and 
enjoyment,  so  add  to  your  library  today! 


Sincerely 


P 


your  present  collection,  but  they  will  prove  an  invaluable  guide  Doug  Plasencia 
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Investing,  Collecting  and  Trading  in 

Certified  Commemoratives 

by  Harry  Laibstain 

Collecting  certified  commemorative  coins?  1  hen  add  this  book  to  your  library  at  a 
great  discount  price.  This  easy-to-use  guide  will  bring  you  up-to-date  on  the  rarity  of 
certified  coins  in  various  grade  ranges.  Available  in  two  formats: 

•  Softbound  BLA-851,  list  $29.95,  special  net  price  (no  further  discounts)  $22.45 

•  Hardbound  BLA-852,  list  $32.50,  special  net  price  (no  further  discounts)  $24.35. 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  184  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer:  HB 
version  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


TMC  COM**i.ETT 

GUI  DC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 
168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  306  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 
UNITED 


GOLD  COINS 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
( Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1793 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Save  Money! 

Take  10%  off  all  hook  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100  (off 
publisher's  prices  listed  above) 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
LJnited  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDLA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

A j  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
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$^1 


!C  ] 


Numismatist's  lai 

COM  PAN) 


i  7’^ 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past  I 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  in 
’  each  volume. 

The  Numismatist's: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion — SB (BBM-207)  List $12.95  I 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  Traveling  Companion— SB  (BBM-2 10)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB(BBM-206)  List  $12.95 


Q  David  Bowen 


Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Two  volumes,  over  2,000 
pages!  Everything  you 
need  to  know  about  silver 
dollars  and  trade  dollars. 

►  HB  (BBM-204)  List  $149.00 


Action  Cmides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
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Valuable  information  oa 
different  series,  from  oni 
of  the  country's  most 
knowledgeable  numism 
tists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Cuid 
lor  the  Collector  and  Investor 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  Copper  Coin 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor  — 

SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  3<t  and  5<ft 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  tH 
Collector  and  Investor — 

SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  Histo 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold 
coins.  415  pages,  illustrated 
►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  volume 
details  the  fascinating  and 
almost  unbelievable  life  of 
Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926). 
248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140) 


List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


WALTER  BREEN’S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- OF - 

U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 


COINS 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 
Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book! 
754  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order — loll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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The  Comprc-liemiw  Lniyclu|inUii 
of 

United  Mh 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
QUARTERS 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

Ail  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  263  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

►  SPIRBND(BFI-lll)  List  $29.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  1 12  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  1 54  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Save  money  on  the  great 
books  in  this  listing! 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take 
20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100  (off 
publisher's  prices  listed  above) 


Guide  >s  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Mit  haul  J  Hodder 
•so)  Q  David  Bowers 


Invtsttn*,  (reflecting  &  Trw&w 

.  Certified. 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  1 1 2 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margolis 
"he  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  l  ist  $24.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  l;  i  BN  I  798 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 
By  Al  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV- 100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  (Foreword 
by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


□  The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $9.95 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens 

1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens.  824  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  iBRU-724)  1  ist  $45.00 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 
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Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  ol  this  work 
on  American  commemo- 
ratives.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 

The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— 
TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use 
our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2 .  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your 
second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type 
and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or 
the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum)  after  30 
days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:”  Call 
our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  2:00  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your 
order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have 
established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0 
for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book 
shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to- 
dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price 
is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders 
issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and 
in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular 
item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a 
period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to 
1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In 
the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 
replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for 
many  years. 

All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and  regional 
conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there. 
We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed, 
is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance,  quality,  or 
merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading 
interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for 
prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire 
as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire 
State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 
Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Gail 
Watson,  Numismatic Associate;  beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associate; 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew  W. 
Pollocklll,  ProfessionalNumismatist.-Frank'Van'Va.len,  Professional 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meets,  Douglas  Santaniello; 

Robin  Edgerly,  Roberta  French;  Cathy  Wilson,  Manager. 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Tricia  Toepper,  Maggie  Kettler, 
Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Doug  Plasencia,  Manager;  Mary  Tocci. 
•Accounting  Department — Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A., 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill. 


I  The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  SB  (BBM-809)  List  $19.95 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
►  SB  (BBM-821)  List  $19.95 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822)  List  $24.95 

The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

►  SB  (BBM-850)  List  $10.00 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

>  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


Our  Colorado  Friend 

Art  Reblitz,  sent  us  an  article  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  Gazette  Telegraph,  by  Teresa 
Owen-Cooper,  telling  about  a  recent  in¬ 
cident  in  which  50  tourists  were  stuck  for 
about  four  hours  1,000  feet  under  the 
earth  “after  an  equipment  failure — the 
second  in  less  than  a  month — at  the 
Mollie  Kathleen  Mine.”  Why  do  we 
mention  this  here?  The  Mollie  Kathleen, 
located  in  Cripple  Creek,  Colorado  is 
pictured  on  the  cover  of  our  book,  Ad¬ 
ventures  With  Rare  Coins.  The  same  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Ms.  Owen-Cooper  told  that  in 
both  cases  of  failure,  a  metal  pulley  on  an 
elevator  broke,  causing  a  cable  to  slip  of! 
the  wheel.  Officials  of  the  Mollie  Kathleen 
Mine  were  quoted  as  saying,  “Tours  have 
been  offered  since  the  1930s,  and  this 
kind  of  malfunction  has  never  happened 
until  last  month.”  Actually,  in  July  1979, 
your  editor  and  his  family,  touring  the 
Mollie  Kathleen  Mine,  were  1,000  feet 
underground,  and  almost  the  same  thing 
happened — not  a  pulley  failure,  but  just 
as  bad.  There  was  a  power  failure,  the 
motor  on  the  hoist  failed,  and  we  were  all 
stuck  underground  for  an  hour  or  so.  We 
huddled  and  said  our  prayers — this  is 
difficult  to  describe  in  print  unless  you 
have  been  in  such  a  situation  but,  believe 
me,  it  wasn’t  fun.  We  were  all  happy  to 
see  the  light  of  day  when,  finally,  the 
elevator  cage  was  hauled  back  up  into  the 
sunlight.  By  the  way  the  Mollie  Kathleen 
is  a  very  nice  place  to  visit,  and,  without 
a  doubt,  the  vast  majority  ol  people  go¬ 
ing  there  have  had  a  really  great  time. 
Actually,  when  it  was  all  over,  1  had  a 
good  time  too. 
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Rare  Coin 
Review 
#106 


Send  your  order  to: 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Coins,  Books,  &  Specials 

Page  # 

Stock  # 

Description  of  item 

Quantity 

Price 

Address  &  Payment 


Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Name:  _ 

Address: _ 

City:  _  State  _  Zip  _ 

Telephone: _ 

Customer  #: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

□  Check  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  AmEx 

Card  # _ Exp.  Date:  _ 

Signature: _ 


Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

RCR  Only 

Domestic 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□  $19.00 

□  $79.00 

□  $135.00 

□  $185.00 

Subtotal  of  items 

Standard  postage  (see  rates  below) 

Overnight  delivery  (see  rates  below) 

Total  Enclosed 

Normal  Delivery:  Coins  by  First  Class  Mail  $5  on  orders  under  $500 

Free  on  orders  over  $500 

Books/Supplies  by  book  rate  $3.50  for  up  to  $50 

plus  10%  over  that  amount 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on  orders  over  $500 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 


To  Order:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  In  NH:  569-5095 
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